State of the Yawnion: 

Clinton makes no mention of gays and 
lesbians in his annual national address. 

page 28 


HIV and Women confab 

Youth, transgenders, sex 
workers, harm reduction. 

pages 22 - 25 




Strange bedfellows: 

Terry Castle on Noel 
Coward, Radclyffe Hall. 

see Arts section 



Black lesbians, gays to gather in 
Long Beach for 10th conference 


by Cynthia Laird 


T he National Black Lesbian and Gay 
Leadership Forum will be holding 
its 10th anniversary conference next 
week, from February 13-17 in Long 
Beach, California. This year’s theme, “Black 
Lesbians and Gays: Celebrating our Legacy,” 
will focus on the recognition and acknowl¬ 
edgment of the powerful, influential and 
critical contributions made by black lesbians 
and gays, organizers said. 

Members said the conference will be an 
ideal time, for members, supporters, and 
friends of the Forum, as it’s known, to reflect 
on the issues, challenges, and successes of the 
last nine years. Additionally, the tenth con¬ 
ference will serve as an opportunity for les¬ 
bians and gays of African descent to estab- 

Women and 
HIV Conference 
held in SF 

O n January 30-31, several hun¬ 
dred attendees gathered in San 
Francisco for the 5th Annual 
Women and HIV Conference. Partic¬ 
ipants discussed a wide range of issues 
related to women and HIV disease. 
Morning plenary sessions focused on 
legal, policy, and clinical issues, while 
afternoon break-out session covered 
topics including harm reduction, sex 
after HIV, community planning, and 
issues of youth and lesbian/bisexual 
women with HIV. The conference, 
sponsored by the city’s STD/HIV Pre¬ 
vention Training Center, focused on 
social and care issues, rather than the 
type of clinical and research data em¬ 
phasized at conferences such as the 
recently held Conference on Human 
Retroviruses and Opportunistic In¬ 
fections. 

Coverage begins on page 22. ▼ 


LUU 


ACT UP 

26 

BAR Talk 

56 

Bazaar 

54 

Classifieds 

32 

GLAAD 

12 

Mailstrom 

7 

Obituaries 

28 

Open Forum 

6 

Our Man Friday 

9 

Out & About 

46 

Out There 

39 

Personals 

58 

Sapphistication 

10 

Sports Complex 

30 


lish the framework from which the Forum 
can operate as the 21st Century approaches. 

The event draws national and internation¬ 
al participants, and is host to workshops, in¬ 
stitutes, and vendors from the African-Amer¬ 
ican lesbian and gay community. Topics to be 
discussed during the five day confab include 
leadership; culture and arts; family and youth; 
heterosexism; sexism; racism; ageism; AIDS 
and health; public policy; economics; women’s 
or men’s issues; and spirituality. The sessions 
on AIDS and health, and women’s or men’s is¬ 
sues cost an additional fee. 

Vallerie Wagner and Troy Fernandez are 
serving as co-chairs for the event. Assisting 
them will be Debra Rose of Denver and 
Steven Walker of Houston. All four current¬ 
ly are serving as board members of the 
Forum. 

Organizers are in the process of selecting 
individuals from around the country to 
serve as local links at the conference. These 
individuals will be responsible for receiving 
and disseminating information to people in 
their respective cities and states. They will 
also be instrumental in the organizing of 
local fundraising efforts for the 1997 Con¬ 
ference Scholarship Fund. 

Vendors, workshop presenters, and vol- 

page 17 ► 



Thousands celebrate 
Aspen’s 20th Gay Ski Week 


by Cynthia Laird 


T he participants dressed 
outrageously. It was hard to 
believe they would actually 
ski down a hill dressed in 
barely anything, and certainly noth¬ 
ing close to the usual ski apparel. 
But for the 50 or so skiers who 
withstood Aspen Mountain’s win¬ 
ter chill in mostly skimpy attire, the 
second annual “downhill costume 
competition” during the 20th an¬ 
nual Gay Ski Week in Colorado was 
a blast. 

Hundreds of spectators gathered 
at the base of the mountain on 
Tuesday, January 28 and wildly 
cheered as the costume-clad skiers 
raced down to the bottom and were 
ranked by a panel of not-so-sober 
judges. There was also a crowd of 
skiers who had assembled on the 
mountain to cheer the contestants. 
It was reported that city offices were 
shut down so that workers could 
come and watch the event. 

The costume contest was just 
one of many events that overtook 
the small city of Aspen (year-round 
population of 5,400). The festivities 
started “unofficially” on Saturday, 
January 25 and continued through 
Saturday, February 1. Over 5,000 
gays and lesbians from around the 


world came to Colorado and took 
advantage of some of the best ski¬ 
ing in the country. 

The “Bump Your Buns” down¬ 
hill costume competition featured 
Ski Week’s official hostess, Elaine 
Lancaster, who braved the snow in 
high heels, gown and feather boa to 
entertain the crowd before compe¬ 
tition began. 

The contestants included 
“Cruella DeVil” and five of her Dal¬ 
matian puppies. There was also the 
group of “Swiss Miss Girls” from 
Amsterdam in the Netherlands, 
who won first prize for their match¬ 
ing costumes, complete with replica 
wooden shoes. “Swiss Miss Patsy” 
from Switzerland skied down and 
promptly popped open a bottle of 
champagne and was attempting to 
pour it into a glass when he fell. 

The second place winners were 
a group called the “Silver Queens.” 
They skied down holding onto 
pieces of material that formed a 
rainbow flag. Since the contest was 
being sponsored by a beer, made in 
the Rocky Mountains that everyone 
seemed to be drinking, the group 
changed its name to the “Silver Bul¬ 
lets” after crossing the finish line 
and collapsing in a heap on top of 
each other. 

“Candy,” from San Francisco, 

page 14 ► 



"Rhoda" from the Big Apple wowed the crowd with her 
vintage bellbottoms and impeccable fashion sense. 


Cynthia Laird 
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YOU’LL LOVE IT 
SMOOTH 
AND SO WILL HE! 


FREE CONSULTATION 
FOR PERMANENT 
HAIR REMOVAL 


CALL 

JOHN FRIZZELL 

REGISTERED ELECTROLOGIST 


626-2729 



490 Post St., Suite #520 


Every smile 
with a 


986-4534 

• Union Square, San Francisco 


Holistic Chiropractic Clinic 
Kenneth W. Woolridge, DC 

' 284 Noe (at Market) 

JH 863-1311 

• Chronic Pain Relief 

• Nutritional Counseling 

• Headaches/Migraines 

• Massage Therapy 

W r * Work Injuries/Auto Accidents 

• Validated Parking 

• Most Insurance accepted 

Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community Since 1984 





EXCEL LINEN 


Linen Supply 

LOW, LOW PRICES, HIGH QUALITY 

Specializing in Bars, Restaurants, Beauty Salons and Health Clubs. 

•TOWELS • MATS • APRONS r < J. ) We Supply, Deliver, 

•TREATED DUST MOPS Pick-up, Clean and 

•MUCH, MUCH MORE Upgrade Towels. 

1 - 800 - 400-7803 

Two weeks free for new customers with this ad 



PMS performs at a Jan. 19 Eagle beer bust fundraiser for the upcoming "Moonglow" event. 


YNH benefit announced 


by Shan Schwartz 


long list of entertainers, 
JI J! hoards of raffle and door 
1 1 prizes, and a “Moonglow 
Buffet” will highlight an upcom¬ 
ing event recognizing home care¬ 
givers in San Francisco. 

The second annual “Moonglow 
- Friends of Cupid” will take place 
Saturday, February 15 at the Ritz 
Carlton San Francisco, located at 
600 Stockton Street. The event 
benefits the Visiting Nurses & Hos¬ 
pice of San Francisco and is spon¬ 
sored in part by the California Pa¬ 
cific Medical Center Foundation. 

^siting Nurses 8c Hospice of 
San Francisco, a United Way 
agency and community service of 
Cal Pacific Med Center, provides 
home health and hospice care for 
patients with terminal illnesses. It 
also provides other volunteer and 
bereavement services. 

Peter Ciarlo, volunteer chair¬ 
man and employee of the Hospice 
department, told the B.A.R. that 
“Moonglow” is a chance for the 
community to say “thank you” to 
the home care aides for their car¬ 


ing and hard work. 

“I have worked at Visiting 
Nurses 8c Hospice of San Francis¬ 
co in hospice home care since 
1987 and have personally seen the 
difference their commitment has 
made in our patients’ daily lives,” 
Ciarlo said. “We could not pro¬ 
vide the quality care we do with¬ 
out the expertise of these skilled, 
sensitive caregivers.” 

Ciarlo said the upcoming 
event is an extra chance to show 
the caregivers how much they are 
appreciated. 

“Their pay is very low,” he said. 
“A lot of the per diem home care 
aides work full-time, but many of 
them don’t have benefits. This is a 
recognition of their efforts, a trib¬ 
ute to their efforts.” 

This is the second time Visit¬ 
ing Nurses 8c Hospice has held the 
event. The first was in 1995, when 
Ciarlo and others came up with 
the idea. Then-mayor Frank Jor¬ 
dan designated that day in 1995 as 
Home Care Aide Appreciation 
Day in San Francisco. Ciarlo said 
he expected Mayor Brown to 
make a similar designation this 
year, and he said the mayor is ex¬ 


pected to attend the event. 

Dancing during the evening will 
be to the big band sounds of the 
Rich Martini Orchestra, but addi¬ 
tional entertainers will be perform¬ 
ing throughout the event. Singers 
will include the Lollipop Guild of 
the San Francisco Gay Men’s Cho¬ 
rus, The Baritones, Equal Voices, 
Talk of the Town, Pattie Lockard, 
Patty Wolfe, and opera singer Ava 
Chante de l’Espirit. 

Other entertainment will in¬ 
clude pianist James Raney, a bal¬ 
let performance by David Beer 
and a partner, and a comedy rou¬ 
tine by Lurch Sutton, who works 
full-time as a registered nurse. 

Ciarlo said the Moonglow Buf¬ 
fet will feature “all kinds of delica¬ 
cies,” a full side of beef, and a wide 
selection of pastas. 

Finally, Ciarlo said, “Moon¬ 
glow” will offer a complementary 
raffle for all attendees, and door 
prizes for the first 100 who arrive. 

Proceeds go primarily to pay 
for the event, Ciarlo said, but ex¬ 
cess funds will go into a Home 
Care Aide Fund to provide addi¬ 
tional appreciation and future 
events for the Hospice and Home 
Care workers. ▼ 


WH AililS NEW AT f 


f A Castro Tradition 
Embracing The Future 


|4S3Q-18th St • SF • (415) 621-6131 

JOIN RYAN’S ON A GRAND 
rTAIIANTOUR FEB. 5-13 

(WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY ONLY) 



VISIT TUSCANY • Polio Fritto 
NAPLES • Spaghetti Puttanesca 
LOMBARDI • Tortelli Di Zucca 
SICILY • Caponata 
ROME • I Saltimbocca 


LOVE IS IN THE AIR AT RYAN’S: 
SHARE A DISH WITH YOUR HONEY 
FROM OUR SPECIAL VALENTINE’S 
DAY MENU ON FEBRUARY 14 


STARTERS: 

■ ROASTED RED PEPPER BISQUE 4.S0 

■ ROCKSHRIMP AND DUNGENESS CRAB CAKES 

WITH LEMON CAPER AIOU 7.S0 

FOR TWO: 

■ WARM BRIE WITH ROASTED GARLIC AND 

BUTTERFIELD BAGUETTE 3.S0 

■ PRAWN COCKTAIL WITH TEQUILA TOMATO SAUCE 4.S0 

■ CAESAR COCKTAIL WITH HOUSEMADE CROUTONS 3.7S 

ENTREES, FOR TWO: 

■ NORTH BEACH CIOPPINO WITH 
SOURDOUGH GARLIC BREAD 14.00 

■ CHATEAU BRIAND WITH CABERNET SHIITAKE 
MUSHROOM SAUCE AND NEW POTATOES 1S.00 

■LAVENDER AND HONEY GLAZED SALMON 
WITH GRUYERE POTATOES 13.SO 
■ WILD RICE FILLED GAME HEN WITH GRILLED ASPARAGUS 
AND A QUEEN ANNE CHERRY SAUCE 12.S0 
■ TOMATO PASTA WITH PETITE TOMATOES, 

SWISS CHARD, ROASTED GARLIC, BOCCONCINI 

■ AND A TOMATO BASIL BEURRE BLANC 10.00 

ALL PRICES ARE PER PERSON 


Ticket prices are on a sliding 
scale, based on an individual’s 
ability to pay. For tickets or 
more information, call 750-4404 
and ask for “Moonglow Peter.” 


Be united 
against 
United Sat 

he Harvey Milk Lesbian and 
Gay Democratic Club will 
ll hold a noon-hour informa¬ 
tional picket Saturday, February 8 
at the United Airlines ticket office 
at 124 Geary Boulevard. 

“We’re inviting everyone with 
frequent flyer miles to come down 
and join us,” said Milk Club pres¬ 
ident Jeff Sheehey. 

The demonstration is in 
protest of United’s reluctance to 
provide domestic partner benefits 
to workers, as required by city or¬ 
dinance for city contract holders. 

“We also encourage everyone 
to write United Airlines and let 
United know that we want them 
to provide this benefit to their 
workers,” Sheehey said. 

For more information, contact 
Sheehey at (415) 821-2217. ▼ 
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AS SEEN ON TV 


Next month you will be 

10 LBS 


Gay man fights back 
against fundy former 
boss with lawsuit 


* Eight session minimum in order for the guarantee to apply. 


by Dennis Conkin 


jj gay man with HIV who 
worked for the City of 
s Woodland in Yolo County 
says that he has filed a federal job 
discrimination lawsuit in federal 
District Court not just because he 
wants cash damages. 

Joseph Hernandez filed the 
lawsuit because he wants other 
gay people facing similar situa¬ 
tions to know that they have legal 
rights. 

Hernandez, 33, worked at the 
Woodland Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Community Ser¬ 
vices from March 1995 through 
March 1996, according to a com¬ 
plaint filed Wednesday, January 
29 in the US District Court for the 
Eastern District. In that year he 
was allegedly harassed repeatedly 
for the “disease of homosexuality.” 

The suit names Hernandez’s 
supervisor Carol Souza, a PRCS 
administrative secretary, as a prin¬ 
cipal defendant. According to the 
complaint, Souza approached 
Hernandez a month after he start¬ 
ed working for the agency to tell 
him that “unidentified people in 
City Hall were wondering why the 
city had hired so many attractive, 
unmarried men,” and that she had 
“heard rumors” he was gay. 

Hernandez told Souza that he 
was in fact gay, and that her com¬ 
ments “were offensive,” the law¬ 
suit claims, but Souza would not 
believe his declaration because 
Hernandez didn’t “act swishy.” 

After Hernandez was sick on 
June 2, 1995, Souza asked him if 
he had AIDS, but when Hernan¬ 
dez said he didn’t - and that he 
found the question inappropriate 
- Souza allegedly asked if he “be¬ 
lieved in God,” the lawsuit alleges. 

The next day when Hernandez 
returned to work, Souza allegedly 
took him into the office, and told 
him that being gay “was an abom¬ 
ination” and that he could be 
cured of “the disease of homosex¬ 
uality,” the civil lawsuit charges. 

‘You work on your end’ 

Immediately after Souza made 
the comment to Hernandez, an¬ 
other Woodland city worker, BJ 
Byrd, entered the room. 

“I’ll work on [Hernandez] 
from my end and pray for you 
both, while you work on your 
end,” Souza allegedly told Byrd - 
and later, after Byrd left the room, 
the suit says that Souza told Her¬ 
nandez that because Byrd was “a 
girl,” she “could help [him] 
change.” 

Hernandez objected to the 
comments and said they weren’t 
appropriate to the workplace, the 
lawsuit charges. 

Over the next several months, 
Souza allegedly subjected Her¬ 
nandez to criticism of his religion, 
forced him to sit through a prayer, 
and continued to say that he 
could be cured by “the Lord,” and 
other comments. 

Finally, in September 1995, 
Hernandez complained to PRCS 
director Tim Barry - but alleged¬ 
ly nothing was done. In fact, the 
suit claims that Barry once 
grabbed his ankles in a simulation 
of a passive anal sexual pose and 
shouted, “This one’s for you, Joe.” 


Joseph Hernandez. 


Souza and Barry also once re¬ 
quired Hernandez to have a 
physician’s note to return to work 
after a three-day illness, even 
though there was no previous city 
policy requiring a doctor’s notice 
to return to work. 

The suit lists several examples 
of Souza’s discriminatory con¬ 
duct, including her comments to 
Hernandez that “Jesus would not 
like what you are doing,” and 
“Christianity does not view ho¬ 
mosexuality as normal.” 

Salvation evaluation 

The lawsuit claims that the 
same day she made the virulendy 
anti-gay comments, Souza al- 
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LIGHTER... 
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The Dean of Lean 

weight loss & Nutrition Expm Gay & Lesbian Weight Loss Groups 
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▼ Begin to lose weight your first week... 

safely and for the long term! 

▼ Participate in all gay or lesbian groups. 

▼ No need to buy gimmicky products 
or expensive pre-packaged food. 

▼ You’ll pay only $15.00 per session.* 

▼ Meetings held in our comfortable 
and convenient Laurel Heights location. 

▼ Feel better about yourself AND lose weight 
or your money back. * 


Lose weight safely and for the long term! The Dean of Lean Program has been developed 
over the past ten years and for the first time is available in San Francisco. Learn the Dean 
of Lean’s techniques for changing your body system and changing your life. 

What do you have to lose...except inches and pounds? 

What do you have to gain? 

SELF ESTEEM AND IMPROVED HEALTH! 
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Scon A. Gursky 

Attorney At Law 

• Personal Injury 
• Motor Vehicle Accents 
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• Insurance Claims 
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One Embarcadero Center, Suite 1200 
San Francisco, California 9411 f 


B 


San Francisco 1 

_ 

digm I v 


Gay & Lesbian Catholics, 

Our Families & Friends 

Eucharist Every Sunday 5:30 p.m. 
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legedly approached Hernandez 
with a book entided What Would 
Jesus Do?- and with a threat to his 
job. 

The lawsuit quotes Souza as 
telling Hernandez, “This book 
will help you understand that you 
won’t be with the Lord when you 
die. 

“Remember, I’m supposed to 
do your evaluation [soon].” 

Hernandez immediately un¬ 
derstood the threat. “I was afraid 
of losing my job,” he said. “My 
family is there. I grew up there. I 
went to school there, and I went 
to work there. 

“It was horrifying.” 

The suit also charges that a 
City of Woodland personnel 
staffer violated Hernandez’s HIV 
confidentiality rights by telling his 
stepfather’s wife that he was HIV¬ 
positive - and that he wanted to 
know if he would file a grievance 
against Souza. 
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T he executive board of the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian and Gay 
Democratic Club has written to Pope John Paul II request¬ 
ing that the Vatican remove Archbishop William Levada 
from the San Francisco Archdiocese, club co-chair Kevin Piedis¬ 
calzi said on Tuesday, February 4. Letters have been mailed to the 
Pope and to the San Francisco Archdiocese, board members told 
the B.A.R, 

“Our city was named after St. Francis of Assisi, who stood for 
compassion and care. During the AIDS epidemic his spirit was 
reinforced, as people from every corner of the city came to the 
aid of the sick and dying,” Piediscalzi said. “Levada is placing his 
strict religious doctrine above the needs of those whom the 
church should be caring for .” 

Catholic Charities currently has over $5 million in annual con¬ 
tracts with the city and county of San Francisco. Services are pro¬ 
vided to about 14 different programs, including the recently, com¬ 
pleted Leland House HIV/AIDS housing complex. 

“If Levada and Catholic Charities want to lead a religious pil¬ 
grimage, then they should cease taking city money,” Piediscalzi 
said. “If Catholic Charities wants to be a nonprofit organization, 
then they should cease the inquisition against people with AIDS, 
lesbians, and gays. He [Levada] clearly values our money, but not 
our lives.” 

The Toklas executive board also announced a preliminary plan 
to set up a public seminar to teach local non-profits how to run 
housing programs, apply for funding, and care for the sick and 
dying. The seminar is tentatively scheduled for sometime in April. 

Board members expressed disgust that Catholic Charities re¬ 
fuses to recognize the domestic partners of people with AIDS at 
tbeir care facilities and refuses to distribute condoms, a basic and 
effective AIDS prevention tool. 

Bob Nelson, director of public policy for Catholic Charities, 
responded to those accusations by saying partners of clients at 
Catholic Charities facilities are welcome to visit their loved ones 
in accordance with the physician’s instructions. As for condom 
availability, Nelson said the agency does not receive funds for pre¬ 
vention. 

Piediscalzi said that half of the Toklas Club’s 17 executive 
board members stated they were either raised Catholic or are still 
practicing Catholics. ▼ 


Leland House event 


cancelled as Levada 


controversy escalates 


by Cynthia Laird 


Visit our newest location at 1000 Brannan Street 
(at 9th) in San Francisco. Or call our special 
'Last Chance' office at (415) 552-4653. 


by Cynthia Laird 


an Francisco Archbishop 
• William Levada insisted he 

' is “not anti-gay,” even 
though he has not backed off his 
request to exempt Catholic Char¬ 
ities from the city’s new domestic 
partner benefit ordinance. Levada 
held a news conference Monday, 
February 3 at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
to publicly express his position on 
the issue. The-controversy sur¬ 
rounding the archbishop ulti¬ 
mately led to the cancellation of 
today’s celebration at Leland 
House, a 45-bed AIDS housing 
complex. 

Catholic Charities CEO Frank 
Hudson made that decision Janu¬ 
ary 29, citing political undercur¬ 
rents. “In the interest of the 45 
residents ... I have decided to 
postpone the ... grand opening 
event. A future date will be an¬ 
nounced,” Hudson said in a letter. 

On Tuesday, February 4, 
Mayor Willie Brown said he met 
with Levada earlier in the morn¬ 
ing. He urged the archbishop to 
“entertain a meeting with Super¬ 
visors Barbara Kaufman, Leslie 
Katz, and Susan Leal.” The mayor 
said he would facilitate the meet¬ 
ing, which could take place as 
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■| for an 
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p low 
W $23.95 
per 
month!* 


* Plus $99 enrollment fee (reg. $199). Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offers. 
A Licensee of Gold's Gym Enterprises, Inc. Offer must en d Exp: 2/12/97 


Archbishop William Levada. 


early as this week. 

San Francisco’s new domestic 
partner benefit law, scheduled to 
go into effect June 1, requires 
businesses that contract with the 
city to provide benefits to domes¬ 


tic partners of employees if they 
provide those benefits to spouses. 

“Supervisors Leal and Katz 
seem to have some ideas how 
Catholic Charities can comply 
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Pacific Center to host benefit 
for HIV/AIDS service groups 


Photos: Charles Simpson and Kathryn MacDonald Furniture and images © 1996 Beverly Furniture Mfg Co. 
All rights reserved. Furniture designed and engineered by Mike Moore and Jim Stewart 


by Cynthia Laird 


, revue featuring music, 
dance, and comedy, called 
“Love Without Limits” will 
be held next Saturday, February 15 
in Oakland to benefit the 
HIV/AIDS services program of the 
Pacific Center for Human Growth. 

“It’s actually quite exciting,” 
said Robert Fuentes, executive di¬ 
rector of the Pacific Center, the 
oldest queer community center in 
Northern California. “It’s exciting 
in that it is a show that is com¬ 
pletely volunteer-driven.” 

Pacific Center operates a com¬ 
munity center and other services. 
According to Fuentes, Pacific 
Center is facing the loss of a local 
HIV grant at the end of March, 
due to changes in federal guide¬ 
lines that will no longer fund HIV 
support groups. 


“ T he federal government feels 
support groups are important, but 
that money should be put into 
more direct services,” said Fuentes. 
“The center’s experience is that 
preventive services are enhanced 
through access to support services.” 

“Love Without Limits” stars 
Rick Shelton, and will feature 
many local entertainers. Fuentes 
said Shelton brought the per¬ 
formers together, and all have do¬ 
nated their time, energy, and tal¬ 
ent to help raise funds for the 
HIV/AIDS program. 

Money raised at the benefit 
will not only ensure that groups at 
the Pacific Center can continue, 
but that no one will be turned 
away for lack of funds, he added. 

Shelton is a local entertainer 
and has been active in the com¬ 
munity for several years. He has 
been featured at Josie’s Cabaret 
and Juice Bar and is known for his 


“Mr. Patty-Cake” and “Malka 
Herpes” characters. 

Other acts scheduled to per¬ 
form include dancers Ney Fonse¬ 
ca and Bridget Hoag; Willie Long 
Wolf and the North American 
AIDS Project; Lani Ka’ahumanu 
and the Sex Sluts; and the rock 
group The Rodd Brothers. Also 
slated to appear are the Susana 
Polynias Dance Group, Lisa 
Geduldig, and Ken Thomason, 
also known as “Chicken Lady.” 

Tickets for the fundraiser are 
$20 in advance, and $25 at the 
door. They can be purchased at 
the Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph 
Avenue. ▼ 


“Love Without Limits” starts 
at 8 p.m. at the Oakland Asian 
Cultural Center. For more 
information, call (510) 548- 
8283 or (510) 939-7711. 


Fillmore at Sacramento 

415.567.2700 


LOOK GREAT 


ik 

loves.. 


Exercise and 
nutritional programs 

that achieve 
noticeable results 


New support group for victims of 
sexual abuse by clergy members 
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Personal Trainer 

695-2957 


FREE 
CONSULTATION 


FEEL BETTER 


by Cynthia Laird 


1 ^ he Survivors Network of 
those Abused by Priests 
ii (SNAP) is forming a second 
San Francisco support group that 
will meet Thursday, February 13. 
Any individual who has been raped 
by a priest or other clergyperson, 
either as a child or an adult, can 
come to a SNAP meeting to find 
support, education, networking, 
advocacy, and most importantly, 
validation, said Kay Ebeling, com¬ 
munications director for the San 
Francisco SNAP chapter. 

People who have experienced 
this type of sexual abuse have not 
only been sexually violated, but 
spiritually assaulted, confused, 
and outraged, she said. 

SNAP members often share an 
unusual combination of character 
traits: promiscuity or asexuality; 
confusion about their sexual ori¬ 
entation; or an inability to trust 
and be intimate. When someone 
is raped by a priest or other cler¬ 
gyperson at an early age, the ex¬ 
perience can often lead to peculiar 
character traits, said Ebeling. 

She said that one of the first 
things a SNAP member notices at 
a meeting is a sense of relief, and 


Muscular Development 
Aerobic Conditioning 


Fat Loss 


of knowing there are other people 
who have had similar experiences 
happen to them. The crime goes 
beyond sexual abuse, as the per¬ 
petrator in these cases represents 
“God” and has the victim in a 
vulnerable position, she added. 

Rape by clergypersons goes be¬ 
yond pedophilia when it involves 
children, she added, because in 
those instances not only is the 
perpetrator a pedophile, he/she 
has abused the role as a family 
spiritual guide. 

Ebeling said that AB 3354, 
which eliminated the statute of 
limitations in cases of child sex 
molestation, was approved by 
lawmakers and became law in 
California last year. 

SNAP groups have been meet¬ 
ing locally, Ebeling said, adding 
that both groups get together in 
the evenings. Other groups are lo¬ 
cated in Hayward and San Fran¬ 
cisco. Thursday’s meeting in the 
city is for those who cannot go to 
the other groups. 

SNAP was founded in 1991 in 
Chicago by a group of survivors 
of rape by priests. The organiza¬ 
tion is now an international non¬ 
profit and offers advocacy as well 
as support for victims. ▼ 


For information on the February 
13 noon meeting, call (510) 
727-1872. For information 
about SNAP, contact the 
Chicago headquarters at (312) 
409-2602. 
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• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 
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I VERIFIED 

1 AUDIT CIRCULATION 


Groundhog dazed 


jf ell, Punxatawney Phil the 
groundhog dodged his shadow in 
Pennsylvania last weekend, so the 
old wives - whoever they are - are saying 
the nation will soon come out of its deep 
freeze and plunge into rejuvenating spring. 
Even if few people can bring themselves to 
believe the superstition, it is undeniably 
comforting and a lovely beginning to the 
Age of Aquarius. (For those who missed 
that news a couple of weeks ago, an align¬ 
ment of Mars and Jupiter finally ushered 
in the mythic astrologic age that people 
started singing about 29 years ago.) 

So an early spring and the Age of 
Aquarius is at one end of the hope/despair 
continuum, albeit counterweighted by the 
wacky Weekly World News , which is pre¬ 
dicting the coldest winter in 500 years. 
From what we read in the check-out line, 
their “predictions” are based on Nos¬ 
tradamus and Ben Franklin rather than 
meteorology; can that really measure up to 
the rigorous science of a nearsighted 
groundhog with a reported “59% accura¬ 
cy rate?” 

But even with so many forecasting ritu¬ 
als of the season, the one we like best is still 
the State of the Union address, which is the 
Groundhog Day ritual made man. 

Every year, pundits gather at the stump 
of the Pennsylvania Ave. Prez and watch 
closely, to see whether he, too, has been 
spooked by his shadow. And this year it 
looks as if he has, and that we may have to 
wait a bit before any true thaw comes 
trickling down our way. 

Not that Clinton’s speech was all bad, or 
even mostly bad. Actually it said some ter¬ 
rific things and, like the groundhog in 
Pennsylvania, seemed to entertain his au¬ 
dience enormously. He pressed hard for 
education, envisioned a future that the Jet- 


sons would feel comfortable in, urged the 
private sector to help with the vast 
numbers of people being dumped f 

off welfare rolls, and reminded 
Congress - which frequently 
needs reminding - that diversity 
is not a weakness, but a strength. 

Then, predictably, the shadow: 
the GOP response, delivered this year 
by the only African-American Republi¬ 
can in Congress, J.C. Watts. 

He, too, said pleasing and 
palatable things (for the most 
part) as he prophesied, and as 
the pundits took notes and consulted their 
individual compendiums of symbols. 

When it was all over, just as in Punx¬ 



atawney, nothing noticeable had changed. 
Commentators pointed out that “only time 
will tell,” and people went back to their 
lives. (Those people who were not, al¬ 
ready, glued to the O.J. Simpson ver¬ 
dict - which is to say about three 
i dozen.) 

Now that it’s over, will Clinton’s 
speech make people take education 
and public service seriously? Will a 
' new bipartisan spirit overtake 
lawmakers? Will harmony 
and peace guide the planets 
and love rule the stars? 

Hey, Punxatawney Phil says it’s spring, 
so anything’s possible. Look at the O.J. ver¬ 
dict. ▼ 



Protease inhibitors - 
hype, hyperbole, reality 


by Steven F. Scheibei, M.D.; 
Bradford M. Saget, Ph.D.; and 
Terry Rowley, SOMA HIV 
Consulting 

H et’s put the protease inhibitors in 
proper perspective. They are a class of 
,M drugs which are tools to construct 
various cocktails of medications to suppress 
HIV. They do not represent a “miracle” and, 
like other antiretroviral medications, have 
significant side effects and are prone to re¬ 
sistance development especially when used 
as monotherapy - an antiquated practice 
which should never be used. 

Our estimate (based on private practice 
experience) is that the side effects associat¬ 
ed with ritonavir and saquinavir make these 
drugs unusable in 30 to 50% of patients. 
The major reason is intractable diarrhea 
and gas. This often leads to limiting the ac¬ 
tivities of patients so that they are essential¬ 
ly homebound, seeking the refuge of an easy 
access toilet and fresh laundry. Additional¬ 
ly, saquinavir with its poor gastrointestinal 
absorption is a setup for the development 
of resistant HIV strains due to suboptimal 
blood levels. Ritonavir has much better ac¬ 
tivity against HIV; however, the incidence 
of severe diarrhea and nausea is greater than 
saquinavir, often causing weight loss and 
malabsorption. Obviously, the combination 
of saquinavir and ritonavir causes com¬ 
pounded diarrhea distress. On the other 
hand, Crixivan is tolerated fairly well by 
most patients but has been associated with 
kidney stones and in some cases nausea. Are 
these drugs really a miracle? No, they are 
only pieces of the treatment puzzle. 

The next issue is one of critical impor¬ 
tance: the development of multidrug resis¬ 
tance. The much touted three-drug combi¬ 
nation of Crixivan, AZT, and 3TC is not the 
recipe for success in all patients. There may 
be an initial profound suppression of HIV 


viral replication followed by a rise in the 
viral load and a return of the CD4 cell count 
to its baseline, pretreatment value. The de¬ 
velopment of drug resistance to this combi¬ 
nation will adversely affect the immune sys¬ 
tem. The bottom line is that we do not 
know how long these various cocktails of 
medications are effective in suppressing 
HIV. Let’s be a little skeptical before we as¬ 
sume that the HIV epidemic can be con 
trolled in the long-term using three- 
drug combinations. 

The development of multidrug 
resistance is extremely complicated. 
Resistance may be accelerated by 
suboptimal dosing or absorption of 
medications, pre-existing HIV re 
sistance to antiretroviral 
medications, poor com¬ 
pliance to medication reg¬ 
imen, allergic reactions to 
medications, duration of 
HIV infection or stage of HIV disease, or in¬ 
fections that increase the production of HIV, 
such as the flu or an outbreak of herpes. In¬ 
tolerance to antiretroviral medications leads 
to their discontinuation, thereby diminish¬ 
ing the strength of the combination of med¬ 
ications against HIV. 

We, as a community, must push for 
more availability of common sense infor¬ 
mation including: 

(1) In-depth resistance testing of a pa¬ 
tient’s HIV strain(s) prior to constructing a 
combination of medications. Resistance 
testing is also indicated when the HIV load 
rises after an initial drop (possibly indicat¬ 
ing the emergence of multidrug resistance). 

(2) Frequent HIV RNA viral load testing 
with sensitivity of 10 to 20 copies per ml of 
plasma. An increasing HIV RNA copy num¬ 
ber may indicate incomplete viral suppres¬ 
sion with the increased possibility of devel¬ 
oping multidrug resistance. This situation 
may signify that the drug regimen should 
be strengthened by the addition of more an¬ 



tiretroviral medications. Increase the num¬ 
ber of medications to four to six drugs to 
tailor-make a patient’s cocktail, with the 
goal of achieving persistently undetectable 
HIV levels using the most sensitive test. 

(3) Promotion of an observational data 
base that registers patients on aggressive 
HIV therapies, to collect samples of plasma 
and cells for HIV testing and report on the 
antiviral/immune effectiveness of different 
combination antiretroviral therapies with 
time. 

(4) The development of a 
quantitative HIV DNA test that 
measures the amount of HIV 
genetic material which is incor¬ 
porated into blood cells and tis¬ 
sues. This may represent a 
way to monitor a pa¬ 
tient’s response to novel 
combinations of medica¬ 
tions following persistent¬ 
ly undetectable levels of HIV plasma RNA. 

Like many others, we are starved for 
more information concerning the response 
of HIV to various cocktails. It seems unwise 
for agencies such as ADAP and various 
HMOs to limit the number of medications 
or tests for HIV levels. These practices may 
actually promote the development of mul¬ 
tidrug resistance through incomplete viral 
suppression. Theoretically, if HIV cannot 
replicate it cannot accumulate resistant mu¬ 
tations, thereby preserving the usefulness of 
a particular cocktail of meds. We cannot 
allow ourselves to be lulled into the belief 
that HIV disease can be managed in a cook¬ 
book fashion. The goal should be ensuring 
that a patient, along with their healthcare 
practitioner, be provided with information 
to make informed decisions about HIV 
treatment possibilities rather than guessing; 
and constructing an effective cocktail of 
medications for a particular strain of HIV 
in light of the patient’s tolerance to medica¬ 
tions. ▼ 
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Just say maybe 

The phone calls and direct mailings from the De¬ 
mocratic and Republican organizations have started. 
This is our opportunity to tell them that unless they 
come out with positive statements concerning do¬ 
mestic partners and/or equal rights for non-hetero¬ 
sexual relationships, the donations have stopped. Why 
should we donate to organizations that do not recog¬ 
nize our families? 

Just say “Maybe” when they call for donations, and 
write it on their request forms until they show a pos¬ 
itive response to our positions. 

A.R. Charlton 
San Francisco 

Sex club position 

In your article about the January Coalition For 
Healthy Sex meeting (“Healthy Sexers discuss the 
baths,” January 16,1997), there was some confusion 
between the standards for the operation of sex clubs 
that the San Francisco Department of Public Health 
is currently drafting and the voluntary guidelines for 
the operation of sex clubs that have been developed 
by the Coalition for Healthy Sex. 

The Coalition For Healthy Sex has developed 
guidelines for the operation of sex clubs in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Compliance with these guidelines has always 
been voluntary. They were developed primarily to as¬ 
sist club owners in providing a safe environment for 
their patrons. 

The DPH standards were developed 
with the Coalition for Healthy Sex guide¬ 
lines as a basis because we feel strongly 
that they provide sound guidance based 
on the experiences of sex club operators 
and HIV educators. We have also sought 
input from members of the Coalition 
For Healthy Sex in developing the Stan¬ 
dards to make sure that they are rea¬ 
sonable, appropriate and realistic. How¬ 
ever, it needs to be emphasized that these are DPH 
standards and not Coalition For Healthy Sex stan¬ 
dards. Our goal is to ensure that sex clubs are operat¬ 
ing in a manner which helps protect the health and 
safety of their patrons. 

The position of the DPH is that sex clubs can pro¬ 
vide an excellent opportunity for HIV prevention and 
education to occur. However, just like any other com¬ 
mercial establishment such as a restaurant, sex clubs 
must not operate in a manner which might jeopar¬ 
dize the health or safety of the public. 

While we acknowledge the right of individuals to 
choose whether or not to protect themselves and their 
partners, we also realize that when this decision oc¬ 
curs in a commercial establishment, it is also the re¬ 
sponsibility of both that establishment and the Health 
Department to ensure the public’s health and safety. 

The HIV epidemic is not over. Nearly half of the 
men who have sex with men in San Francisco are HIV 
infected. We also know that about 2% of men who 
have sex with men will become HIV infected each 
year. These numbers are far too high. Our goal, plain 
and simple, is to prevent new infections of HIV. These 
standards for sex clubs are just one piece of the pre¬ 
vention effort to reach this goal. 

Michael Pendo 
Prevention Coordinator 
SFDPH, AIDS Office 

Mitchell Katz, MD 
Director, AIDS Office 
Director, Community Health and Safety 

[The editor responds: Such “standards” and other 
strong-arm tactics haven’t worked for the last 16 years. 
What on earth makes you think they’ll work now?] 

You are what you eat 

On Monday, January 13th, I attended a presenta¬ 
tion by Ms. Becky Hoh, RD, concerning “HIV Asso¬ 
ciated Wasting.” The presentation was sponsored by 
the Bay Area Dietetics Association, a professional or¬ 
ganization of licensed dietitians and nutrition practi¬ 
tioners. Ms. Hoh s presentation was very well-attend¬ 
ed and received by local professionals and at least this 
one student. 

The purpose of this letter is to relay one very im¬ 
portant item that was brought up at the presentation. 
Most often, the services of a dietitian/nutritionist are 
not considered until a client demonstrates extremely 
visible signs of nutritional deficiencies. Often at that 
point it is too late to help someone. 

If you are concerned about possible nutrient defi¬ 
ciencies at any stage, especially early, of HIV progres¬ 
sion, consider utilizing the services of a professional 
dietitian/nutritionist. Referrals to local professionals 
can be found on the American Dietetic Association 
web-page at: http://www.eatright.org or by calling 1- 
800-366-1600. 

Rick Bennett 
Oakland, CA 


Sports column abuse 

I am hoping you get a ton of letters addressing 
Sports Complex column writer Jim Provenzano, who 
wholly contradicts himself in his recent “Bad Boy” ar¬ 
ticle and unfortunately ends up attacking a person 
with whom he claims to sympathize. 

He said this article was to be a presumably intel¬ 
lectual dissection of the mainstream (read heterosex¬ 
ual) media’s version of this story. What he ended up 
writing was a sour-tasting mish-mash of a wannabe 
boy-toy (read homoerotic) fantasy. If it was his in¬ 
tention to discuss the erotic qualities of consensual 
power exchange by role-playing adult sexual partners 
versus the mainstream media’s implication that the 
gay community is responsible for proliferating abuse 
by exploring such fantasies, then so be it. But he real¬ 
ly didn’t do that now, did he? 

Provenzano’s assertion that “not unattractive” 
Boston Bruins Sheldon Kennedy must have liked 
being sexually assaulted 300 times over 12 years by 
“burly” manipulating coach Graham James is incon¬ 
siderate and unfounded. How anyone who purports 
to understand the psyche of abused individuals - even 
going so far as to note Kennedy’s temper and sub¬ 
stance abuse problems which are classic survivor 
symptoms - can come to the conclusion that these 
encounters are potentially erotic is unthinkable. Gee 
Jim, exactly which “part” of you is thinking that be¬ 
cause young Kennedy was unable to defend himself 
he must have liked it? 

You wished your hunky high school coach 
had seduced you (talk about a sports com- 
I plex) and by the end of your article you’re 
attacking Kennedy because he doesn’t 
seem to appreciate James’ abuse. Talk 
about a “sick fuck!” 

A teenage boy being the target of an 
adult male’s sexual abuse makes neither 
the child nor the adult gay, and certain¬ 
ly is not about consensual intergenera- 
tional sex. Kennedy and all survivors of 
childhood abuse do not deserve Provenzano’s sancti¬ 
monious, chop-licking preaching about how he 
would have known whether or not he liked some¬ 
thing “after the first hundred times.” 

For the record, I am a survivor who has struggled 
long and hard to be the healthy, sex-positive little 
nymph I’ve become. Sheldon Kennedy chose to come 
forward and call public attention to the issue; he too 
is refusing to be abused any longer - and his choice to 
stand up in spite of insensitive attacks by both 
straight and gay sports writers makes him a hero. 

Karin Jaffie 
San Francisco 

[Jim Provenzano responds: Obviously, by your rage, 
you are still struggling. It is reactionary types like you 
that I set out to tick off. Being an abuse survivor gives 
neither of us ownership on what can and can’t be said 
about the topic. And yes, I reserve the right to be incon¬ 
sistent.] 

Jim walketh among us 

[The following was also sent to Jim Provenzano:] 

Thank you for your adroitly written article, “Why 
I Hate Pro Football” (January 2). I sent along a copy 
of your invaluable work to my parents who reside in 
the San Waa-Keen Valley. Because their over-involve¬ 
ment in watching television has, I fear, made them lit¬ 
erary challenged, I underlined your most salient 
points in red ink. 

I prefaced (also in red ink) your beautiful work 
with my own words: “At last! I have discovered an¬ 
other human being on this planet who precisely sees 
eye-to-eye with me in relation to football games. I 
want to meet this wonderful man and marry him.” 

(I only added the “marry him” part for dramatic 
effect and to strengthen my point: the admiration and 
respect I feel for you and your writing. More often 
than not, my family is very unclear on any concept.) 

Thank you. Thank you! My heart feels happy 
knowing you are on this planet at the same time that 
I am. Sharing your astute perceptions so skillfully 
makes this world a more livable and beautiful place. 

Anthony Santos 
San Francisco 

Celeb trashing 

I have noticed, as have many of my friends, that 
your “Out There” section has become more and more 
negative. Articles trashing Bette Midler, Madonna, 
Lisa Minnelli, George Michael, Barbara Streisand, 
Keanu Reeves, Matthew Broderick, and many others 
have become the “norm.” This is not why I read that 
section, and I don’t think that when it first began that 
was the intention. 

I would like to see more positive stories or nothing 
instead of celeb bashing. If I wanted that kind of trash 
I would read the National Enquirer. 

I wonder how many other readers feel the way I 
do? 

Ron Bloom 
San Francisco 








Wills and probate 
Family law 
Criminal offenses 
Personal injury 

Barry Schneider 
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AFFORDABLE BANKRUPTCY 

Get A Fresh Start-Wipe Out 
Credit Card Debt, Old Back Taxes, 
Old Student Loans. 

FREE CONSULTATION 

241-9093 

Abraham Camhy, Atty. 


Most Renters actually 
can afford to buy their 
first home in 
San Francisco... 

So what’s 
stopping them? 


Many renters qualify for loans 
with as little as 5% and 10% 
down. Before you decide that 
you can't own in The City, find 
out what you can afford in 
the neighborhood you're 
targeting. Get your questions 
answered, including those you 
didn't realize you should ask. 


BE George Limperis 

“ Buyer's Agent 415-552-0129 x!73 


Flowers 

909090 

and 

Qift Certificates 

candy 

available for 

too 

l /z hour. / hour 

cliche? 

or V/z hour. 

Give 

— OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK — 

massage. 

550-B Castro Street • SF, CA 94114 
•S (415) 626-8505 
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^Y s HELLO! 

THANKS FOR PAYING THE MORTGAGE... 


Swinging singles 

I have a suggestion ... actually, I stole the idea 
from a segment on Oprah. Anyway, the segment fea¬ 
tured a dry cleaners where the single patrons had the 
opportunity to place their picture up on the wall of 
the cleaners, and if a person was interested in a date 
with them, they would leave a post-it note on their 
picture. Of course, the post-it note leaver would also 
have to have his/her picture up on the wall for the 
post-it note leavee to view. 

As a result, the dry-cleaner business has increased 
tremendously and a number of dates have occurred. 
Why don’t we have something like that here? I mean 
... we’ve got bars, 976’s, personals, the park, dating 
services, the gym, sex clubs, etc., and yet most of my 
friends are single ... and I am no exception. 

I’m sure some smart entrepreneur could take this 
idea, run with it, and make a lot of us happy and prof¬ 
it by the venture in the process. 

Any takers? 

R. P. Podoske 
San Francisco 

[Didn't the old Honeybucket used to do that?] 

Unleashing the dogma 

I read with interest the January 9 article by Dennis 
Conkin. I thought it was a fair article. I am sorry that 
this confusion stirred up by the Way to Freedom and 
Beyond Dogma translators and editors continues to 
cause so much unhappiness in the gay and lesbian 
community and among His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama’s friends. 

Last spring, I enjoyed lecturing in the Bay Area, 
where I had the pleasure of getting to know Steve Pe- 
skind, who gave me materials showing the contradic¬ 
tion between various published statements of His 
Holiness, which I passed on to His Holiness’ office in 
Dharamsala. A formal response still didn’t get done - 
you would have to see the staffing shortage and cor¬ 
respondence pressure of the little refugee Tibetan 
Government-in-Exile office there to understand. 

I recently sent another request to Dharamsala for 
a clarifying statement, and telephoned a number of 
officials who would be returning there this month for 
yearly meetings, to get them to get the office to focus 
on it and get it done. I hope to hear something soon. 

I just want to underline what I’m sure the dis¬ 
cerning reader has noticed, namely that His Holiness 
is already on the record with his personal view on ho¬ 
mosexuality. His personal view is clearly that which 
he expressed in the Out magazine article interview. 
“As long as no harm is done to anyone - then what¬ 
ever, individuals are free.” That is the personal view 
of His Holiness, already given to Scott Hunter three 
years ago, clearly on the record. 

However, he cannot deny that there are the multi¬ 
thousand year old Buddhist rules and regulations re¬ 
stricting many expressions of sexuality, written for 
monastic-centered communities wherein total celiba¬ 
cy is a central practice. He must refer to these as a 
scholar to those who study those old regulations, es¬ 
pecially when speaking of Tibetan to his own monks, 
or in Dharma communities where monks are an im¬ 
portant part of the audience. 

It is quite correct of Mr. Conkin to state that an¬ 
cient religious regulations - of any religion - can be 
used by religious fanatics to justify the violent perse¬ 
cution of people. His Holiness and his colleagues and 
friends should be more careful about the translating 
out of Tibetan and the editing and publishing process 
of such lectures to the general public, to avoid the 
misunderstandings and negative consequences that 
Conkin warns against. 

However, it is another matter to fan the flames of 
anxiety too much and so stir up animosity against 
Buddhists, just because there are ardent sexual pro¬ 
hibitions in its ethical codes (prohibitions that apply 
just as much to heterosexuality as to homosexuality, 
by the way). Such animosity could itself lead to the 
persecution of Buddhists in this traditionally non- 
Buddhist country. To be fair and nonsectarian across 
the board, Mr. Conkin should do articles on the 
Torah, the Bible, the Quran, the Hindu Dharmashas- 
tra, and so forth, and call upon the leaders of the de¬ 
nominations of those religions to clarify their posi¬ 
tions, since it is a fact that all religions’ ancient moral 
texts are highly intolerant of anything other than 
straight procreative sex - the minimum necessary to 
keep families going. 

I hope to have a clarifying statement from His Ho¬ 
liness soon. Then, when His Holiness comes to San 
Francisco to the “Peacemaking: The Power of Nonvi¬ 
olence Conference” hosted by Tibet House this June 
9 - 11, we will be sure to hold a meeting with the lead¬ 
ers of the gay and lesbian community, though it will 
be brief since His Holiness is always too pressed for 
time when on the road. Until these things happen, all 
friends of His Holiness and of Buddhism would re¬ 
quest a modicum of patience. 

Robert A. F. Thurman 
President, Tibet House America 
Professor of Religion, Columbia University 
New York, NY 


Rock ’em sock ’em Buddhists, round two 

[The following was sent was sent to David Sunseri, 
regarding his letter to the editor of January 16:] 

On January 9, the B.A.R. featured an article re¬ 
garding the Dalai Lama’s printed comments on inap¬ 
propriate sexual behavior, for homosexuals and het¬ 
erosexuals. The comments appear in two recent 
books under his name and an Out magazine inter¬ 
view. Because of confusion and distress about these 
comments among several people - gay Buddhists, 
people living with HIV/AIDS, and even Buddhist 
scholars -1 simply asked him again to clarify his state¬ 
ments with regard to source, context, and so on. I had 
first asked him directly through Columbia Universi¬ 
ty Professor Robert Thurman in March, 1996. There 
was no response. You responded to the B.A.R. article 
with a letter to the editor publicly attacking me for 
publicly questioning the Dalai Lama’s comments in 
print. Since you have cut off personal communica¬ 
tion between us, I hope this letter finds its way to you. 

As you may know, Buddhist core teaching is not 
only about the truth of suffering and the real joy. It’s 
about skillfully responding to suffering and the whole 
display of life. In fact, our only freedom as human be¬ 
ings is in the integrity and fullness of the heartfelt re¬ 
sponse we choose. Some of the Dalai Lama s com¬ 
ments in question, poorly edited, support internal 
and external homophobia and a worldwide atmos¬ 
phere of permission for violence against homosexu¬ 
al behavior. This is far from his intention for all to see 
clearly and practice non-violence and kindness for all. 

And with regard to “response,” your public lash¬ 
ing out against perceived personal insult is a clearly 
harmful response to you and others. Your intention 
to harm is clear. You apparently did not read the arti¬ 
cle carefully, jumped to the worst possible conclusions 
about my intentions, and attacked. 

If you had addressed me personally about the ar¬ 
ticle, I would have told you clearly that I never refer to 
myself as “a gay San Francisco Buddhist leader,” I can¬ 
not and do not manipulate the press, and my inten¬ 
tion is simple: to help stop the needless harming of 
people by people. 

As you have said often in giving meditation in¬ 
structions to others, “Please practice with what is 
right in front of you.” Please look in the mirror. You 
cannot evade your own good heart, which knows bet¬ 
ter than to needlessly attack and harm. 

Steve Peskind 
Buddhist AIDS Project 

San Francisco 

ADAPtable Guv 

Readers of two articles in the January 16,1997 Bay 
Area Reporter may be confused about the governor’s 
budget proposal for the state’s AIDS Drug Assistance 
Program (ADAP), which makes treatment available 
for those needing financial assistance. 

The Department of Health Services has heard a 
consistent message from people living with 
HIV/AIDS - access to medication is an overwhelming 
priority. This is reflected in the governor’s proposal 
to increase total funding for ADAP to almost $84 mil¬ 
lion in the next budget year as well as increasing the 
current year budget by $18 million. 

New combinations of drug therapies are produc¬ 
ing dramatic improvements in the life of many peo¬ 
ple living with HIV/AIDS. AIDS hospices are closing 
and hospital AIDS wards are being consolidated. As 
the face of the epidemic changes, California must re¬ 
fine its public health efforts related to it. To meet the 
increasing demands on ADAP and add new therapies 
without increasing eligibility standards requires a fi¬ 
nancial plan that balances the need for treatment dol¬ 
lars with the need to support the infrastructure that 
assists people with HIV/AIDS. 

To help pay the cost of expanding the therapies 
covered by ADAP, the governor is proposing that 
some Ryan White Care Act funds be used to supple¬ 
ment the ADAP budget. Only a small amount, about 
15 percent, of the funds that go to nine metropolitan 
areas in California will be affected. This isn’t a new 
approach. In fact, in New York, the only state with an 
ADAP larger than California’s, 25 percent of these 
funds are allocated to the program. 

As Assemblywoman Carole Migden noted, the 
number of AIDS-related obituaries in the Bay Area 
Reporter has dropped dramatically. The governor’s 
budget proposal for ADAP is intended to further re¬ 
duce those numbers. 

Lynda L. Frost 
Deputy Director 
Office of Public Affairs 
Sacramento, CA 

[Editor's note: Glad to see Pete pays attention to the 
B.A.R. We hope he reads us regularly enough to know 
that the situation for gay people and people with AIDS 
improves despite, rather than because of, him.] 


Send signed, original, legible letters to 395 Ninth 
Street, San Francisco CA 94103. include your 
telephone number for our files, and be brief. 
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Reed between the lines 



Caen by candlelight: A public memorial for Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Chronicle columnist Herb Caen will take place on Friday, Feb. 7, at 
Grace Cathedral, and a Celebration of Life party will follow on the 
Embarcadero's Herb Caen Way. A candlelight walk will cap the 
festivities. Flags flew at half-mast at City Hall and across SF to mourn 
the veteran journalist's passing. 


by Wayne Friday 


o one ever said that Ralph 
Reed, the boyishly hand¬ 
some executive director of 
the almost exclusively white, 
ultra-conservative Christian 
Coalition, was stupid. After last 
Novembers general election, 
where the Coalition-backed can¬ 
didates for Congress fared much 
worse then expected, Mr. Reed 
and his fundraising wizards have 
apparently decided they need to 
broaden their base - now. 

So it hardly came as a shock 
when the Christian Coalition re¬ 
cently declared that it’s “reinvent¬ 
ing its mission” and reaching out 
to minorities, particularly the 
African-American and Latino 
communities. Quoting the late 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
while standing shoulder-to- 
shoulder with black and Latino 
clergy, Mr. Reed announced his 
“Samaritan Project” and issued a 
call for his followers to make 
racial reconciliation the “center- 
piece” of their new legislative 
agenda. 

Reed and his flock are trying to 
widen their appeal by urg¬ 
ing the new 105th Con¬ 
gress to pass a package of 
bills (scholarships, tax 
credits, etc.) aimed at 
improving poor black 
and Latino commu¬ 
nities. Claiming that 
“for too long, 
our move¬ 
ment has been 
primarily a 
white, evangel¬ 
ical, Republican movement, 
whose center of gravity focused 
on the safety of the suburbs,” Reed 
stated that the Samaritan Project 
is a “bold plan to break that color 
line and bridge the gap that sepa¬ 
rates white evangelicals and 
Roman Catholics from their Lati¬ 
no and African-American broth¬ 
ers and sisters.” 

Are you sick to your stomach 
yet, folks? There’s more. Ralph 
Reed says he is reaching out to 
minority communities by “help¬ 
ing” raise up to $10 million over 
the next few years for black and 
Latino churches’ use in outreach 
ministries. (Why not just get the 
checkbook out right now?) 

Reed, whose Coalition is made 
up of an estimated 1.7 million 
people who attend nearly 100,000 
churches and support conservative 
Republican candidates almost ex¬ 
clusively, was quick to assure the 
faithful that the Coalition has no 
intention of abandoning its past 
political stances, including oppo¬ 
sition to abortion rights, gay 
rights, gambling, and a big-gov¬ 
ernment approach to social pro¬ 
grams. According to Ralph, the 
CC merely wants to do its part for 
hard-pressed minority groups. 
Right. 

One of the country’s worst- 
kept political secrets is the in¬ 
creasing power of the Latino com¬ 
munity, particularly at the ballot 
box, an area where Ralph Reed 
and Co. could use some help. 
Skeptics were quick to react to 
Reed’s new plan. Upon hearing 
that the Coalition plans to spon¬ 
sor a “congress on racial justice 
and reconciliation” May 3 in Bal¬ 
timore, critics from the black 
community ridiculed the plan as 
a “scam” to funnel money to reli¬ 
gious institutions, which Mr. Reed 
apparently hopes to have a part in 
controlling. 

Barry Lynn, executive director 
of Americans United for Separa¬ 
tion of Church and State, called 


the Samaritan Project a “cheap ve¬ 
neer over the same creaky agenda 
of intolerance, moral paternalism, 
and government aid to 
religion that the Coali¬ 
tion failed to pass dur¬ 
ing the last Con¬ 
gress.” He added that 
“it is hard to take se¬ 
riously any claim that 
Mr. Reed suddenly 
wants to help all 
the poor, when 
as recently as 
three years 
ago, he criti¬ 
cized federal healthcare programs 
which included drug treatment 
and mental health coverage, as¬ 
serting that ‘churchgoing families 
are less prone to use these pro¬ 
grams, the services that they don’t 
need or want.’” 

Ralph Reed as the Good 
Samaritan? That’s a stretch even 
for this role-playing fundy. 

Politics and people 

Lt. Gov. Gray Davis is taking all 
kinds of heat for his publicity¬ 
grabbing effort of offering a 
$50,000 reward for the killer of Bill 
Cosby s son, Ennis. There is some¬ 
one killed in LA every day, Gray, 
though granted their father isn’t 
Dr. Huxtable. To his credit, Cosby 
has rejected the idea and asked that 
no taxpayer money be used. Nice 
try, Mr. Davis, but clumsy. 

SF is doing really well in Sacra¬ 
mento! Not only is Assembly¬ 
woman Carole Migden the new 
chair of the powerful Appropria¬ 
tions Committee, but Speaker 
Cruz Bustamente last week also 
named former Supe Prez Kevin 
Shelley a member as well. 

Bay Area Republicans, still 
chaffing at losing the East Bay’s 
10th Congressional District to 
Democrat Ellen Tauscher, are 
already desperately looking for a 
“name” candidate to oppose her 
in ’98, with 49er tight end Brent 
Jones, a conservative, evangelical 
Christian, being prominently - 
and very prematurely - men¬ 
tioned as a likely foe. 

Hey, empress candidates, take 
note: Christie’s in London is hold¬ 
ing the mother (princess?) of all 
used clothing sales next month 
when they auction off 65 of 
Princess Di’s evening gowns. 
Now that she knows she will never 
be queen, she apparently no 
longer wants them. Who knows, 
maybe there’s something in there 
that’ll fit Sweet Lips! 

Yes, I most assuredly, absolute¬ 
ly support the June ballot measure 


for a new 49er stadium complex. 

Well, thank you, Jane “Mrs. 
Ted Turner” Fonda! News out 
of Los Angeles has LA mayoral 
candidate/state Senator Tom 
Hayden personally writing off 
more than $1.5 million of past 
campaign debts as he gets ready to 
sink more of his own wealth into 
an extremely difficult race to un¬ 
seat incumbent Mayor Richard 
Riordan in the April elections. A 
recent poll shows Riordan leading 
Hayden by a whopping 53%- 
15%, with the rest going to other 
candidates. 

She may have made history, 
but no time after her being sworn 
in, D.C. insiders are reportedly al¬ 
ready getting tired of Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright’s “I 
know what’s best for the world” 
pronouncements. 

As you probably know by now, 
The New England Journal of Med¬ 
icine last week endorsed the med¬ 
ical use of marijuana for AIDS, 
cancer, and other sufferers. Now 
will someone just tell Barry Mc¬ 
Caffrey, Bill Clinton’s drug czar, 
plus Donna Shalala, Janet Reno 
and the other “liberals” in the ad¬ 
ministration the news? 

George Bush Jr., the 50-year- 
old governor of Texas who must 
get re-elected next year, is report¬ 
edly “interested” in the 2000 pres¬ 
idential race. 

I know that I’ve been saying all 
along that Senator Dianne Fein- 
stein will run for governor next 
year. However , I’ve changed my 
mind and think now that my fa¬ 
vorite senator will take a pass on 
the race. 

Raising Caen 

There is little I can say about 
that SF icon, columnist Herb 
Caen, my journalistic hero, that 
hasn’t already been said. Except to 
note that I am proud we were 
friends, and like everyone else in 
this city, I will miss him very 
much. Herb, who died at age 80 of 
lung cancer early Saturday morn¬ 
ing, was very good to me over the 
20 years I knew him, mentioning 
me in his column periodically and 
always in a positive light. I last saw 
and spoke with Caen in Decem¬ 
ber at Glide Memorial Church. 
He was very ill and well aware that 
he was dying. Nevertheless, he was 
in good spirits and passed me a 
handwritten holiday message. I 
know it’s been said many times 
this past week, but Herb Caen 
truly was one of a kind. Baghdad 
by the Bay will never be quite the 
same without him ... ▼ 



Stanley E. Ayers, D.D.S. 

(general & (Cosmetic Obentistrif 


Nitrous oxide available 
Proudly serving the lesbian & gay community 
■ Most insurance accepted: VISA/MC/AMtX 

www.sfdcnlist.com 


450 Sutter #2320 San francisco, CA 94108 415.397.2500 




Glen Canyon Animal Hospital 


Richard C. Spickard, DVM 
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> W. Chris Hummel Jr, DVM 


920-6980 

Free Convenient Parking 
5264 Diamond Heights Blvd. 
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Is Selling Your Life Insurance 
The Right Choice? 

Let us help you find out ... 



Viatical Settlement Consulting & Brokerage 


we explore financial alternatives for people living with 
a life-threatening illness — No fee to you ever! 


Experienced • Compassionate • Confidential 


Licensed in California — Offices in Sausaiito 
Member, Viatical Association of America 


415.332.1444 or 800.905.0114 

Email: vsmagic@aol.com 
http://www.viaticalbroker.com 

“We Represent You, Not a Purchasing Company” 

— Carole Fiedler 




2900 GEARY BLVD. • SAN FRANCISCO 
415.751.4200 

40495 ALBRAE STREET • FREEMONT 
510.659.8600 


FLOOR SAMPLE CLEARANCE 
NOW IN PROGRESS 


SAN FRANCISCO FURNITURE CO 
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MlLElf PRIDE 

MARKET & DELI 


▼ OFFERING A FULL DELI WITH THE BEST 
IN FRESH MEATS, LUNCHMEATS AND 
SANDWICHES, SOUPS, SALADS AND MORE. 
▼ FRESH SPINELLI COFFEE EVERY DAY. 

▼ COME IN AND TRY OUR NEW DELI! 


474 CASTRO STREET • 431-1292 

Serving the Castro neighborhood for over 20 years. 


WALLBEDS 

and space saving furniture 


VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOWROOM JUST SOUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO 
285 Industrial Way in Brisbane - Open Mon-Sat 9-5; Sun 12-5 
Call for Directions or Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 


Law office of 

Larry Sheehan 

Bankruptcy • Estate Planning 
Wills • Probate 
Personal Injury • Contracts 

431-5513 

Flexible Fee Schedule 
Evening and Weekend Appointments 


or contact our website at: www.lifebenefactors.com 
Licensed or registered in various states. 
Founding Member, Viatical Association of America 


Providing financial support for people 
facing a life-threatening illness. 


We can turn your life insurance 
policy into cash and provide 
you with what you deserve - 
confidentiality, personal 
attention, and fast service. 


Call Chuck Cole your local 
representative for a free 
video and start the 
application process today. 

Create peace of mind. 

The Choice is Simple - Experience, Advocacy and Education. 
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Life Benefactors 


COMPANY 

800.285.5152 


Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 
• All Sizes Available 


ALSO: 

• Platform Storage Beds 
• Closet Systems 

• Armoires 
• Desks 

• Dressers 


by MARCH Enterprises, Inc 


Wallbeds from $1,099 
Wallbed Groups (as shown) from $2,499 


ALL WOOD 
No Particle Board 

• Birch • Maple • Oak 
• Teak • Walnut 


Platform Storage Beds from $199 


Maoist Club 


Mickey 

by Beth Eiiiott 


M eanwhile, Back in the 
Jungle (Ah, ah, ah-ah ah!) 
(and that would be the 
Cadets, 1956) Dept.: Not all of my 
group’s time in Nepal was spent in 
Kathmandu Valley. Halfway into 
the trip, we made an excursion 
west to Pokhara, a lakeside town 
at the foot of the Annapurna 
range, then south to Royal Chit- 
wan National Park, a wildlife pre¬ 
serve in the Terai, a low-elevation 
strip on the Ganges Plain. This 
journey was the beginning of our 
introduction to Nepali politics. 

Nepal is still officially a king¬ 
dom. A fledgling democratic gov¬ 
ernment lasted from 1951 until 
1960, when the king replaced the 
government with hand-picked 
ministers. This “panchayat” sys¬ 
tem was replaced in 1990 by an 
elected parliament, after a 
demonstration on Durbar Marg 
ended in government violence. 
Many people were jailed for their 
pro-democracy organizing, in¬ 
cluding Dikendra Kandel, our col¬ 
lege’s local coordinator, and guest 
lecturer/human rights activist 
Kapil Shrestha. 

While we were there, the gov¬ 
erning coalition between Con¬ 
gress Party Nepal and the Marx- 
ist-Leninist Coalition (a kind of 
social democrat party) was unrav¬ 
eling, and got hit with a call for a 
no-confidence vote. In the midst 
of this, a Maoist faction called for 
a one-day general strike - on the 
day we would be leaving for 
Pokhara. We rearranged our 
schedule to move the trip up one 
day so to avoid forcing our drivers 
and their assistants (whose poli¬ 
tics we didn’t know) to choose be¬ 
tween paying work and running 
the risk of being attacked by 
Maoists. Since the focus of the 
strike was the Valley, it would help 
to be out of town so we wouldn’t 
be a target for attack as a high- 
profile group of Western students. 

So we were off for Pokhara, 
dodging buses and trucks with 
gaudy Indian-style decoration on 
the narrow highway along the 
Trisuli River. The scenery was 
steep hillsides, many with terraced 
fields, along a river with stretches 
of whitewater. Very Asian, very 
beautiful - although strangely not 
as gripping for me as California’s 
back country. I don’t know why; 
unless this Volcano Girl thing is 
more significant than even I 


imagine. Some of the towns and 
villages through which we passed 
had murals pushing condoms 
against disease and sterilization 
against the population bomb. I 
wasn’t really thrilled that every so 
often our driver’s assistant would 
jump out to show a list of passen¬ 
gers at a police checkpoint. 

I noticed that temples and stu¬ 
pas became much more modest 
and less frequent as we traveled 
through the countryside, ap¬ 
pearing again in greater num¬ 
ber as we approached 
Pokhara and the Annapur¬ 
na range came into sight in 
the background. Most of 
the peaks in this 
range are named An¬ 
napurna, sometimes 
with a numeric desig¬ 
nation tacked 
on at the end, 
like Bob 1 and 
Bob 2 of 
Devo. An excep¬ 
tion is Machhapuchhare, or Fish¬ 
tail, so called because of the effect 
of viewing its twin meters-apart 
peaks from the west. 

Easy living 

It’s said Pokhara is one of the 
most strikingly beautiful spots on 
Earth, and it would be hard for 
me to argue. The pyramidal Fish¬ 
tail looks like a model for the 
Paramount Pictures peak, and the 
view from my balcony was pretty 
spectacular. Transportation and 
government agencies (including 
museums) did shut down for a 
day, so we had no choice but to 
spend an entire day chilling out 
(darn!). We were in a resort hotel, 
and the chillin’ was easy. 

I knew my flake roommate 
would feel guilty about staying 
here and not stop to think of the 
local jobs we were subsidizing, or 
the business and management 
training those jobs made possible. 
Sure enough, she spent nearly all 
her time in town, saying, “I can’t 
stay here when we passed subsis¬ 
tence farms on the way!” After 
noting Japanese-style amenities in 
the room, I remarked that we 
Westerners were probably an af¬ 
terthought. Sure enough, there 
were vacationing Indians around, 
and the conference room hosted a 
meeting for a group of Japanese. 
How presumptuous to think we 
were the big cheeses here instead 
of Asian businesspeople! 

Some of us did go hiking; 
some of us (myself included) 


went rowing - boat rentals and 
restaurants were still open. With 
the exception of a few Tibetans 
hawking jewelry, we could stroll 
through town unharassed. People 
greeted us cheerfully, and the chil¬ 
dren were especially taken with 
Robin, with whom I went rowing; 
she’s close to six feet tall, a light¬ 
skinned African-American with 
long braids. 

While we were spared the 
usual Nepali city air pollu¬ 
tion, we found out 
Pokhara was not on 
strike; the town had in¬ 
stead declared an im¬ 
promptu holiday. That was 
their story, and they were 
sticking to it, despite the 
small bomb found in 
the center of town early 
in the morn¬ 
ing that was 
probably 
meant as a 
arning from 
the otherwise cloutless Maoists. 

Cloutless and clueless. Yeah, I 
know - it used to be cool to carry 
around the Little Red Book when 
we thought revolution meant 
thoroughly implementing things 
like the anti-war movement, the 
civil rights movement, and the 
ideals behind LBJ’s Great Society. 
Before we figured out that a 
“constant revolution” with Cul¬ 
tural Revolution-type rooting 
out of improper thought and 
pressuring the politically incor¬ 
rect to make self-denunciation 
would result in a situation less 
like Woodstock and more like Al- 
tamont. 

Some of us figured this out 
watching women whose lesbian¬ 
ism was more a political stance 
than an attraction to women pull 
this crap on us in our own com¬ 
munity - in our own rap groups, 
in space we were trying to make 
safe and supportive for women 
coming out (since there was pre¬ 
cious little of it at the time). For¬ 
tunately, the above-ground les¬ 
bian community and its institu¬ 
tions have grown to the point that 
there’s enough room for us, by 
and large, to safely ignore those 
who would tell the rest of us how 
to live. We know, for example, 
which side won the lesbian sex 
wars of the 1980s. 

Yet how large could we be, how 
strong could we be, if the com¬ 
munity had been able to grow 
unimpeded by that Maoist-style 
internecine warfare? ▼ 


i 1 


Sapphistication 


HIV/Traditional Chinese Medicine 
education program to be held Tuesday 


by Cynthia Laird 


or those who are interested 
in learning about HIV and 
Traditional Chinese Medi¬ 
cine (TCM), the American Col¬ 
lege of Traditional Chinese Medi¬ 
cine will host a free health educa¬ 
tion program this Tuesday, Febru¬ 
ary 11 in San Francisco. 

Bart Casimir, HIV program 
coordinator at ACTCM, and 
Rodger Brooks, HIV community 
advisory committee member, will 
co-facilitate the program, entitled 
“HIV and Traditional Chinese 
Medicine: Our Experiences Bridg¬ 
ing the Gap.” 

TCM is a highly developed, 
natural, and holistic system of 
health based in the concept of 
balance within your body. Al¬ 
though TCM cannot cure AIDS, 


it can supplement the body’s 
weaknesses to strengthen resis¬ 
tance to infections, lessen the side 
effects of medications, reduce 
stress and anxiety, and increase 
energy. 

The program will feature dis¬ 
cussions about the experiences 
people with HIV have in integrat¬ 
ing TCM into their healthcare 
regimen. Casimir said that there 
will be ample time for questions 
and discussion. Refreshments and 
literature will be provided. T 


The program will be held at the 
ACTCM Community Clinic, 
lower level, 450 Connecticut 
Street. Registration begins at 
6:15 p.m.; the program is from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. To reserve a seat 
or for more information, call 
the college at (415) 282-7600. 



Bart Casimir 
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An American Amazon 
lesbian in Paris 


by David Bianco 


his week in gay history: Na¬ 
talie Barney dies in Paris at 
i age 95 on February 2,1972. 

Often called “the leading les¬ 
bian of her time,” Natalie Barney 
stands out in the history of the 
early 20th century as an unapolo- 
getic, visionary woman-loving 
woman whose influence extended 
far beyond the circle of lesbians 
who surrounded her. 

Born into a family of railroad 
magnates in Ohio, Barney lived a 
life of luxury as a child, and soon 
found herself studying in Paris, as 
was the custom among many 
young women of her class. Paris 
and Barney were a perfect match, 
and she quickly acquired impec¬ 
cable French, and came to love 
deeply the city where she was to 
spend the vast majority of her life. 
Paris was one of the few places in 


even as a non-lesbian. Deter¬ 
mined to reclaim Sappho as a 
model of unabashed lesbian 
friendship and love, the pair trav¬ 
eled to the isle of Lesbos in 1904 
and bought homes there, al¬ 
though the relationship soon 
ended and Barney retreated to 
Paris, determined to create a Sap¬ 
phic society in her adopted home¬ 
town. 

In the early 20th century, the 
dominant scientific model of ho¬ 
mosexuality either considered les¬ 
bians and gays to be sick, or clas¬ 
sified them as members of a “third 
sex.” Many homosexuals internal¬ 
ized these categories, which were 
reflected in their dress, manner¬ 
isms, and patterns of living. Bar¬ 
ney, however, objected to the no¬ 
tion that lesbians should dress or 
act in any way like men, saying, 
“Why try to resemble our ene¬ 
mies?” 

Indeed, in her sexual appetite 


In her sexual appetite, Barney 
more resembled the stereotype of 
a gay man than that of a lesbian. 


the world where lesbianism was 
not only legal but looked upon as 
exotic and fascinating - and Na¬ 
talie Barney fit right in. When her 
parents died and left her more 
than four million dollars (in turn- 
of-the century dollars), she had 
the wealth necessary to embark 
on her unusual career as an open 
lesbian intellectual in early 20th 
century Europe. 

By age 12, Barney had experi¬ 
enced lesbian sex, and by age 22, 
she was involved in a passionate 
affair with the stunning Liane de 
Pougy, the most prominent cour¬ 
tesan of her time (a courtesan was 
a kind of high-class prostitute). 
But Barney was never one for 
monogamy, and while her lover 
was abroad she fell in love with 
another expatriate American in 
Paris, a poet named Renee Vivien. 
Barney and Vivien (an alcoholic 
anorexic who was fascinated with 
death) developed a certain intel¬ 
lectual symbiosis, and they began 
to explore in their conversations, 
letters, essays, and poetry the ideas 
of exactly what lesbianism was or 
should be. 

Much of this exploration cen¬ 
tered on Sappho, the Greek les¬ 
bian poet, who despite the clear 
erotic meaning of much of her 
writing about women, was gener¬ 
ally interpreted by male Sappho 
scholars at the time (many of 
them gay) as a sexual predator or 


she more resembled the stereo¬ 
type of a gay man than that of a 
lesbian. She was rarely able to 
maintain a monogamous rela¬ 
tionship with any of her lovers, 
often living with more than one in 
her famous home at 20 Rue Jacob. 
She was known to enjoy sex in all 
its combinations - outdoors, 
semi-publicly, and on occasion 
with more than one woman. Her 
unabashed approach to sexuality, 
combined with her bewitching 
good looks and her long flowing 
white gowns earned her the nick¬ 
name “the Amazon.” 

Barney completely rejected the 
notion that as a lesbian she was 
some kind of sick creature deserv¬ 
ing of punishment. She wrote, 
“Albinos aren’t reproached for 
having pink eyes and whitish hair, 
why should they hold it against 
me for being a lesbian? It’s a ques¬ 
tion of nature: my queerness isn’t 
a vice, isn’t ‘deliberate,’ and harms 
no one. What do I care, after all, if 
they vilify or judge me according 
to their prejudices?” 

But Barney was perhaps most 
famous for her salon, held every 
Friday in her home for more than 
60 years. French and American 
artists, poets, philosophers, and 
other intellectuals (male and fe¬ 
male) gathered in her home to lis¬ 
ten to poetry, eat cucumber sand¬ 
wiches, and discuss the issues of 
the day. At various times, Ezra 


PWAs: check your cheese 


United Press International 


S tate officials have joined a Berkeley cheese company in an¬ 
nouncing a voluntary recall of several products because of 
possible bacteria contamination. 

The Department of Food and Agriculture said Friday, January 31 
that although there have been no confirmed illnesses associated with 
Belfiore Cheese Co. products, designated ones should be discarded. 

They include Belfiore brand feta cheese, and Belfiore and Edizione 
Pennino brands of mozzarella and ricotta cheese, which were dis¬ 
tributed mainly in the San Francisco Bay Area, Hawaii, and Oregon. 

Routine sampling by state inspectors found listeria monocyto¬ 
genes bacteria, which produce listeriosis. The condition causes flu¬ 
like symptoms in healthy people and more serious problems for preg¬ 
nant women and consumers with vulnerable immune systems. ▼ 


Pound, Ernest Hemingway, 
Gertrude Stein, Djuna Barnes, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, and James Joyce 
could be found sipping tea and 
conversing in Barney’s salon. 

Barney continued her many 
affairs - including one with Oscar 
Wilde’s niece Dolly - but entered 
her most important long-term re¬ 
lationship, with the American 
painter Romaine Brooks, in 1915. 
Barney and Brooks remained 
lovers for more than 55 years, al¬ 
though in 1968, the pair of octo¬ 
genarians separated because 
Brooks could no longer tolerate 
Barney’s repeated indiscretions, 
especially an affair with a younger 
(69-year-old) woman. 

Natalie Barney was not, how¬ 
ever, known for her literary abili¬ 
ty. Her poetry, both in her day and 
in ours, was considered mediocre, 
and much of her writing remains 
unpublished. But Barney never 
seemed to care - she once quoted 
Oscar Wilde, saying, “I’ve put my 
genius into my life; I’ve put only 
my talent into my works.” T 


David Bianco, M.A., teaches 
gay and lesbian history at the 
Institute of Gay and Lesbian 
Education in West Hollywood. 
The author of Modern Jewish 
History for Everyone, he can be 
reached care of this publication 
or through his E-mail address: 
AriBianco@aol.com. 



864-7860 

Civic Plaza Chiropractic 
1540 Market Street • Suite 400 @Van Ness 

We Accept Insurance^Auto Mad-Pay, Medicare, Worker's Comp, Cash Plans 


First visit including exam and treatment $35 with this ad. 




Speed Organizing 


THE CASTRO: 

Tuesday, February 11,1997 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 

California Federal Bank 
444 Castro Street 


CO 


Users & 
non-users: 
talk and lake 
action 


THE POLK: 

Uiursday, February 20,1997 
7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Rainbow Cate 

1406 Polk Street (at Pine) 


SOMA: 

Thursday, February 27,1997 
7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Brain Wash Cate 

1122 Folsom Street (btwn 7th & 8th) 
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IT’S LIKE “STAR SEARCH” 
WITHOUT THE BAD DANCERS 
AND ANNOYING HOST 


THE SAN FRANCISCO LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER 
PRIDE CELEBRATION COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES A BIG-TIME 
TALENT SEARCH. YES, WE WANT YOU TO BE A STAR FOR A DAY 
DURING THIS YEAR’S CELEBRATION AND PARADE. 

Musicians, bands, comedians, MC’s and performance artists 
wanted. We will also feature a separate women’s stage. This is 
a two-day event and you must be available to appear live 
either June 28 or 29, 1997. 


Please send your demo cassette, CD or videotape to: 
SFLGBTPCC Celebration Committee 
1390 Market Street, Suite 1225 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Include your name, contact telephone number(s) and mailing address with your 
submission. Both amateur and professional talent are welcome to send submissions. We 
are not able to compensate, talent for their appearance at this event. We cannot 
return your submission unless you include a postage-paid return envelope. 


HURRY! SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 1, 1997 

Help us plan the 1997 Parade and Celebration! Come to our next General Membership 
meeting on Sunday. February 9, 1997 at 5pm. The meeting is held at the SFLGBTPCC 
offices in Fox Plaza, 1 $90 Market Street, Suite 1225. 

For more information, call (415) 864-FREE or visit us at www.SF-Pride.org. 
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ThePrudentfal 


Two generations dedicated to the quality 
of service you deserve... 


California Realty • Serving 



Orinda, Walnut Creek, 

Danville, Pleasanton 
and surrounding areas. 

We listen, care and stay in touch. 


MYRON GROUP 

PERSONAL WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

CELL U LA R • PAGE R • D AT A AC C E S S 0 R I E S 
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Digital Uti-SB.D4/mo or Slti* 

Digital Elite_S9.38/mo or S225* 

Nokia 2IGD_S5.75/mo r SI38* 

B3B-SI9.99 

Ericsson 0H3I8_S3.7D/mo or S88* 
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Activate your pager with 

VOICEMAIL 

$798 
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Street, SF • 415.928.8338 \mm 
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comfortable 

office 


James G.Gregory D.D.S. 
Mojgan Maher D.D.S. 

COSMETIC and PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


Gentle 

Care 


Union Square 


450 Sutter, Suite 1220 • 415.986.1020 

We accept most insurance, VISA and MasterCard 


R&B hit doesn’t 
quite fit the ‘Bill’ 


by Don Romesburg, 
GLAAD/SF media resource 
center manager 


ill,” a song by Peggy Scott- 

> Adams currently storming 
R&B airwaves across the 
country, tells the story of a 
woman coming to grips with the 
discovery of her husband’s sexual 
orientation. In the song, she re¬ 
calls being at a party with her hus¬ 
band, and finding him in a pas¬ 
sionate embrace with their close 
friend Bill. 

“Bill was a friend/ He was go- 
duncle to our only son/Now it 
looks like Uncle Bill wants to be 
his stepmom,” she sings. “I asked 
my man, why didn’t you tell me 
that you were gay/When you 
knew that I built my world 
around you/Here’s what he had to 
say: ‘I knew I had those feel¬ 
ings/ And I didn’t want it to be/See 
I thought by being with you, girl, 
I thought it would change me.’” 

She also explains that there 
isn’t any shame in her situation, 
but says, “My man was just a 
queen that thought he was a 
ldng.” As the husband leaves with 
Bill, “He said, ‘I know you’re hurt, 
and I know you’re mad/but if it’s 
not asking too much baby, could 
you tell my son I love him and I’m 
still his dad.’” 

The song illuminates the 
struggle of lesbian and gay people 
coming out to their heterosexual 
spouses and the pain that it can 
cause for everyone involved. It 
also highlights why sometimes 
people who know that they are 
gay decide to get married in hopes 
of being able to ignore or 
“change” their sexual orientation. 
It is clear that the husband and 
Bill will remain close to the son. 
Unfortunately, much of the sensi¬ 
tivity of this song is counterbal¬ 
anced by the unnecessary and 
out-of-place effeminization of Bill 
(who wants to be a “stepmom”) 
and the husband (a “queen who 
thought he was a king”). In doing 
so, songwriter Jimmy Lewis, who 
in a number of interviews about 
the song has called himself an 
“avowed heterosexual,” perpetu¬ 
ates stereotypes about gay men. 

Please write to the song¬ 
writer/producer and performer 
and let them know that you ap¬ 
preciate this supportive, clever 
song. Encourage them to contin¬ 
ue to produce music that address 
sensitive issues, but not to include 
any tired stereotypes that only 
serve to demean people. 

Contact: Jimmy Lewis, Pro¬ 
ducer, and Peggy Scott-Adams, 
Mardi Gras Records, Inc., 3331 
St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, 
LA 70115, phone: 

504.895.0441, fax: 
504.891.4214. 

No room at the Holiday Inn? 

A Super Bowl Sunday Holiday 
Inn television ad featuring a 
transsexual has drawn mixed re¬ 
actions from lesbian, gay, bisexu¬ 
al, and transgender viewers and 
was pulled from the air on Janu¬ 
ary 28. In the ad, a tall, blond fe¬ 
male model walks through a class 
reunion, drawing ogling glances 
and gaping mouths from onlook¬ 
ers as a narrator recounts how 
much she paid for her new nose, 
lips, and bust. She runs into a 
classmate who says that he never 
forgets a face. After realizing that 
she is a transsexual and was Bob 


Johnson during their school years 
together, his face turns from 
friendly to stunned and finally 
horrified as he says, “Bob? Bob, is 
that you?” Throughout his exag¬ 
gerated reaction, however, the 
transsexual woman looks confi¬ 
dent. The narrator says, “It’s 
amazing the changes you can 
make for a few thousand dollars,” 
alluding to Holiday Inn’s billion- 
plus renovation campaign. 

It is encouraging that Holi¬ 
day Inn and its advertising 
agency, Fallon McElligott, saw 
the realization of a trans¬ 
sexual’s physical gen¬ 
der transformation as 
positive and worthy of 
comparison to the bet¬ 
terment of the Holiday 
Inn hotel chain. Addi¬ 
tionally, the confi¬ 
dence the transsexual 
woman exhibits is 
noteworthy. Even the very recog¬ 
nition that transsexuals are part of 
the mosaic of society is positive in 
the visibility it lends to transgen¬ 
der issues. Even so, the reaction of 
the man is appalling, insensitive, 
and mean-spirited. It is as if noth¬ 
ing could have been more horri¬ 
fying to the man than “Bob” being 
a woman. After receiving com¬ 
plaints both by transphobic peo¬ 
ple and members of the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
community, Holiday Inn quickly 
pulled the ad. 

Whatever impression it left 
you with, please write to Holiday 
Inn and Fallon McElligott and en¬ 
courage them to continue to strive 
to sensitively represent the diver¬ 
sity of their customers, including 
transgender, lesbian, gay and bi¬ 
sexual people. 

Contact: Craig Smith, Public 
Relations Director, Holiday Inn 
World Wide, 3 Rivinia Drive, 

Suite 2000, Atlanta, GA 30346, 
phone: 770.604.2000, fax: 
770.604.5403, e-mail: hi- 
wsprt@mindspring.com. Pat Fal¬ 
lon, Chairman, Fallon McElligott, 
901 Marquette Avenue, Suite 
3200, Minneapolis, MN 55402, 
fax: 612.321.2346, 
pat.fallon@fallon.com. 

Alfie’s Home is a terrible 
place to live 

In mocking response to Alyson 
Publishing’s award-winning chil¬ 
dren’s books Heather Has Two 
Mommies and Daddy's Roommate, 
Richard Cohen, founder of the 
anti-gay International Healing 
Foundation, presents his own 
children’s book, entitled Alfte's 
Home, that spreads lies and myths 
about the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity and touts so-called repar¬ 
ative therapy. The story follows 
Alfie, a teenage boy who lives in a 
dysfunctional family. When Alfie 
starts recognizing his attraction to 
other boys, he seeks out a coun¬ 
selor for help and advice. The 
counselor, however, tells Alfie that 
he is not gay and that his gay feel¬ 
ings were caused by the absence of 
his father’s love and Alfie’s history 
of sexual abuse by his uncle. 
Alfie’s struggle with his sexual ori¬ 
entation miraculously brings the 
family together, with his father 
spending more time with his son 
and the uncle apologizing for his 
criminal behavior. Alfie then de¬ 
cides he is not gay and ends up 
marrying a woman. 

These kinds of lies can lead ho¬ 
mophobic parents to create a 
home atmosphere that is hostile 


to youth dealing with their sexual 
orientation. They can also create 
despair for young people who are 
beginning to deal with being gay 
when they realize that it is not 
something that can be “cured.” 
Alfte's Home could even con¬ 
tribute to the number of lesbian 
and gay youth who turn to drugs 
and alcohol, or attempt suicide. 
Cohen also discounts the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of gay men 
and lesbians who have come 
from loving parents and who 
have never had a histo¬ 
ry of sexual abuse. 

Write the Interna¬ 
tional Healing Founda¬ 
tion and let them know 
what a disservice they 
are doing for children, 
especially those who 
are gay and lesbian. 
Also, please report to 
GLAAD any book¬ 
stores or libraries where you 
might have seen this book by call¬ 
ing 1-800-GAY-MEDIA or e- 
mailing glaad@glaad.org. 

Contact: Richard A. Cohen, 
Director, International Healing 
Foundation, P.0. Box 901, 

Bowie, Maryland 20718-0901, 
fax: 301.341.1258, e-mail: 
IHF90@aol.com 

Lesbian and gay youth 
find safe place in 
cyberspace 

In a January 28 Newsday arti¬ 
cle entitled “What A Difference A 
Modem Makes,” writer Matthew 
McAllester explores the high¬ 
speed connections lesbian and gay 
teens are making online. 
McAllester writes, “For gay 
teenagers like Jay, 17, it’s a life¬ 
line,” noting that for many 
teenagers, the Internet is a fasci¬ 
nating and exciting source of in¬ 
formation and communication. 
Giving isolated lesbian and gay 
youth online opportunities to 
meet, chat and find “virtual 
homes” where they are loved and 
accepted turns the Internet into a 
limitless resource. David Kilm- 
nick, founder of the Long Island 
Gay and Lesbian Youth group 
LIGLY, said that last year over 400 
gay youth got in touch with 
LIGLY, “over half of them via the 
Internet or America Online.” 
Reaching out to America’s lesbian 
and gay youth via the Net is not 
without its risks, writes 
McAllester, “but don’t believe 
much of the hype about how cy¬ 
berspace is populated with pe¬ 
dophiles.” More common risks are 
teenage crisis cases with no local 
assistance, and potentially ill-fated 
long-distance love affairs. 

Supportive and healthy virtual 
communities can be real life- 
savers for isolated lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual, transgender, and question¬ 
ing teens. One lesbian teen found 
that she was helping women older 
than herself come to terms with 
their sexuality. Using the Internet 
to develop support systems that 
fan out into community-based fo¬ 
rums and meeting places for these 
youth help displace the long roads 
and intolerant views that separate 
gay teens and their peers. It also 
gives today’s lesbian, gay, bisexu¬ 
al, and transgender youth the op¬ 
portunity to create their own rev¬ 
olution— a cyber-Stonewall. 

Contact: Robert Brandt, Man¬ 
aging Editor, Newsday , Two Park 
Avenue, NY, NY 10016-5676, 
fax: 212.696.0396, e-mail: nd- 
staff@newsday.com. ▼ 
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KOFY’s Gabbert ups the ante against 
Wotman as harassment suit nears 


by Dennis Conkin 


libel and defamation coun¬ 
tersuit filed last October by 
openly gay KOFY-TV 20 
television station owner James 
Gabbert against gay attorney Paul 
Wotman will be amended this 
week to include trade libel charges, 
the Bay Area Reporter has learned. 

Gabbert filed the libel lawsuit 
against Wotman and Roger Mele, 
a former KOFY employee who al¬ 
leged in a widely publicized 1995 
lawsuit that he was sexually ha¬ 
rassed by Gabbert repeatedly while 
working at the television station. 

Former Wotman attorney 
Robert Lazo is also named as a de¬ 
fendant in the libel action. 

The sexual harassment action 
against Gabbert is scheduled to 
come to trial in April, but an at¬ 
torney who represents Pacific FM, 
Gabbert’s corporate entity, char¬ 
acterizes the harassment allega¬ 
tions in the complaint filed by 
Wotman as worse than bogus - he 
says they are “malicious lies.” 

“It’s clear to me from the be¬ 
ginning that this action was filed 
purely for the plaintiff to try to get 
a quick buck,” said attorney Joe 
Schwachter, a partner in the man¬ 
agement defense firm Littler, 
Mendelson, Fastiff, Tichy and 
Mathiason. 

“The only reason I’m talking 
to you,” he told the B.A.R., “is that 
there is a need for people to be 
aware and concerned when they 


read about any kind of sexual ha¬ 
rassment allegations. Particularly 
when the allegations are the word 
of one person against another.” 

A former litigator with the Na¬ 
tional Labor Relations Board in 
Washington, D.C., the openly gay 
Schwachter is also a workplace 
sexual harassment expert who has 
presented at seminars and work¬ 
shops all over the country about 
the issue. A former board member 
and legal counsel for National Gay 
Rights Advocates, he graduated 
from the John Marshall College of 
Law at Ohio’s Cleveland State Uni¬ 
versity in 1976 and has been with 
Little, Mendelson since 1989. 

‘A wake-up call’ 

“I’m talking to you because I 
want to place a wake-up call to 
people that when these kind of al¬ 
legations are made, you must also 
make sure that you listen to the 
other side of the story,” he said. 

According to Schwachter, depo¬ 
sitions taken in the case, including 
those of plaintiff Roger Mele and 
other witnesses, do not support the 
sexual harassment allegations. 

“Not only have no witnesses 
come forward to affirm the alle¬ 
gations, but as Paul [Wotman] 
well knows, his client has been 
unable to support them and in 
fact has denied the truth of the 
brunt of the allegations in the 
complaint,” Schwachter said. 

The allegations were made in a 
verified complaint under the 
penalty of perjury. 



Attorney Joe Schwachter. 


“I’m not going to comment on 
the specifics because we are being 
sued and the case is going to trial 
on April 14,” Wotman responded. 

Wotman said that the statute of 
limitations has expired for the alle¬ 
gations against him, and dismissed 
the lawsuit as an “illegal attempt” to 
chill his right to talk about major 
issues facing the lesbian and gay 
community, such as same-sex sex¬ 
ual harassment in the workplace. 

“My experience is, in fact, that 
after other articles about sexual 
harassment lawsuits reported by 
the Bay Area Reporter , I’ve had 
young and middle-aged men 
come up and say that they had 
been sexually harassed while 
working in. a gay bar or restaurant. 

“They didn’t know they had 
rights and didn’t have to put up 
with it,” Wotman said. 

“In many gay businesses over 


the years, having sex with the boss 
was considered necessary or ex¬ 
pected. It’s only recently that gay 
men have begun to realize that 
they don’t have to put out to have 
a job,” he said. “In many ways, gay 
men have been in the position of 
women for a long time with re¬ 
gard to not having rights.” 

‘Willing to do anything’ 

When the case was first filed, 
Wotman called the lawsuit the 
“worst case” of sexual harassment 
that he’d ever encountered in his 
legal experience. 

But Schwachter says that a re¬ 
view of the facts indicates the case 
is without merit and that Wotman 
should have investigated the com¬ 
plaint thoroughly before filing the 
harassment action. 

“I think that an attorney has a 
responsibility to fully investigate a 
claim before they file and before 
allegations are made. Particularly 
when they blast those allegations 
in the press,” Schwachter said. 

“If you are accused of sexual 
impropriety in our society, you’ve 
got problems. Publicizing these 
allegations was irresponsible, and 
I think the public should be con¬ 
cerned about people who make 
such irresponsible and unfortu¬ 
nate allegations,” he said. 

For example, Schwachter says 
that Mele alleges in the complaint 
“that Mr. Gabbert told him re¬ 
peatedly that he loved him and 
wanted to marry him, and wanted 
to have an affair,” he said. 


“Yet, when I asked Mr. Mele in 
deposition to recall an incident, 
Mr. Mele couldn’t recall one spe¬ 
cific conversation.” 

Schwachter also says that in de¬ 
position Mele recalled he “was 
drunk” during a widely publicized 
harassment allegation involving 
Gabbert and his boyfriend in a hot 
tub during an employee party at 
Gabbert’s Russian River area home. 

“It came out in deposition that 
Mr. Mele recalls that he was ‘too 
messed up’ to know who was 
doing what to whom, and that he 
was aroused when Mr. Gabbert 
was in the hot tub with him,” 
Schwachter said. 

Other allegations detailed in 
the lawsuit are claims by Mele that 
Gabbert offered to buy him a car 
in exchange for sexual favors and 
made offers of trips to Mexico, 
and that Mele once quit his job as 
a traffic controller at the station 
because of the sexual harassment, 
but later returned when assured it 
would cease. 

Schwachter says that a January 
9, 1994 letter from Mele to a sta¬ 
tion executive seeking his job back 
undercuts the claim of sexual ha¬ 
rassment. 

“For over two and a half years, 
I never dreaded going to work at 
KOFY. I’m totally serious. I felt 
like I was working with my fami¬ 
ly, for my family. I want to come 
back to the family. I realize now 
what Jim told me in his office the 
day 1 was leaving was totally true. 

page 17 ► 
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PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES 



FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


■ Revocable Living Trusts ■ Wills 

■ Probates/Probate Avoidance 

■ Estate Planning ■ Since 1979 

John R. Braun, Attorney 

240 Stockton St. On Union Square 


415 - 956-1373 



—By Appointment Only- 

Located in a private medical suite at 
4128 18th Street @ Castro • San Francisco, California 94114 


A Proud Sponsor of the San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus 


California State Licensed Registered Electrologist • 16 Years Experience 
Instructor of Electrology (Calif, state licensed) • Certified in Advanced Body Technique 


Permanent 
Medically-Approved 
Hair Removal for 
the Discerning Male: 

Feel confident that 
your body and personal 
areas are clear, clean 
and smooth! 

+ Sterile, disposable surgical 
gold probes 

+ Safe, comfortable and 
effective 


All consultations are 
complimentary 

Dermalogical Advisor: 

Dr. Kathleen Fields, M.D. 

Randall Stephens, R.E. 
( 415 ) 675-0255 
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Don’t Wait! 
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Cash Now 
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a life threatening illness 
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Viatical Settlement 
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Gay Ski Week 

<4 page 1 

didn’t place in the top three, but 
she dramatically threw back her 
feather boa to the delight of the 
crowd. 

Acceptance in Aspen 

Local residents and business 
owners - gay and non-gay alike - 
strongly support Gay Ski Week; 
many employees at restaurants, 
hotels, and the ski resorts wore 
buttons that featured a pink tri¬ 
angle with the words “Aspen sup¬ 
ports.” The townspeople were 
friendly and made visitors feel 
welcome. 

Dave Lendon, executive direc¬ 
tor of the Aspen Gay and Lesbian 
Community Fund and a principal 
organizer of Ski Week, said Aspen 
has always been a city of accep¬ 
tance of all people. 

In 1977, it became one of the 
first cities in the United States that 
passed an ordinance protecting 
the rights of gays and lesbians. In 
1993 Aspen joined the cities of 
Denver and Boulder to take the 
state of Colorado to court to fight 
Amendment 2. 

In May 1996 the US Supreme 
Court affirmed 6-3 the state 
supreme court decision that Col¬ 
orado’s anti-gay Amendment 2 
was unconstitutional. The voter- 
approved amendment to Col¬ 
orado’s constitution would have 
barred local laws protecting gays 
and lesbians from discrimination. 

After a majority of Rocky 
Mountain voters approved 
Amendment 2 in 1993, a national 
boycott against Colorado was 
launched by gay activists; it had 
disastrous effects on the local gay 
and lesbian community. 

The 17th annual Gay Ski Week 
three years ago drew less than 800 
participants, organizers recalled. 

Picturesque city 

At an elevation of 7,908 feet 
(not including nearby mountain 
tops), Aspen lies in the upper end 
of the Roaring Fork Valley in the 
White River National Forest in 
western Colorado. Although it’s 
only a short 40-minute flight 
from Denver, it takes several 
hours to reach Aspen when dri¬ 
ving. The city is beautiful; it’s sur¬ 
rounded by tree-covered moun¬ 
tains that are blanketed with 
snow. 

Upon arriving at the Pitkin 
County Airport, one of the com¬ 
mercial jet’s wings seemed to be 
right next to the side of a moun¬ 
tain. It made at least one passen¬ 
ger marvel at the airline pilots’ 
skill in landing the jet at a small, 
rural airport. 


In town, numerous quaint 
shops line the downtown streets, 
along with sporting goods stores. 
There are also many nice hotels, 
lodges, and tons of condomini¬ 
ums stretching up the mountains. 
Virtually all of them were booked 
solid for Ski Week. 

Aspen’s public transit system 
consists of buses that carry pas¬ 
sengers throughout the city, to the 
ski areas, to the airport, and even 
surrounding towns. Bus service is 
free within the city and runs until 
2 a.m. 

At night, visitors partied at 
Planet Hollywood, the Double 
Diamond, and the Caribou Club, 
to name just a few. 

There were also parties for the 
women. Club Freedom was the 
site of the women’s opening party. 
Mariah Hanson, owner of Club 
Skirts and a board member of the 
Aspen Gay and Lesbian Commu¬ 
nity Fund, organized events tar¬ 
geted at the women’s community. 
This was Hanson’s second Ski 
Week; she hosted a women’s event 
last year at the request of Ski Week 
organizers. 

Charities benefit 

Perhaps just as important as 
having a great week skiing is the 
fact that a number of charities 
with gay and lesbian interest ben¬ 
efited from the event. Lendon said 


nine organizations will receive Ski 
Week proceeds. Among them is 
San Francisco-based Project In¬ 
form, which provides HIV/AIDS 
treatment information and oper¬ 
ates a national toll-free treatment 
hotline. 

Other groups that will receive 
funds this year are: 

• The Aspen Buddy Program, 
which provides positive role mod¬ 
els to local young people who are 
in need of support and compan¬ 
ionship. It’s similar to Bug Broth¬ 
ers/Big Sisters programs. 

• Community Hospice of the 
Roaring Fork Valley, which has 
previously used financial support 
to provide care for patients and 
families without charge. The pro¬ 
gram is funded through dona¬ 
tions and grants. 

• Urban Peak, a center in Den¬ 
ver for homeless and runaway 
youths under 21. The program 
works with the young people to 
help them achieve self-sufficiency 
and serves over 1,300 youths per 
year. 

• Susan G. Komen Breast Can¬ 
cer Foundation, formed in 1982 
in memory of Susan G. Komen, 
who died of breast cancer at the 
age of 36. The foundation is the 
nation’s largest private funder of 
research dedicated solely to breast 
cancer. 

• Astreae National Lesbian Ac¬ 
tion Foundation, the first nation¬ 
wide lesbian organization, based 
in New York. In 1995 Astreae dis¬ 
tributed over $200,000 in grants 
to different groups. 

• The Rocky Mountain Insti¬ 
tute, which works to foster the ef¬ 
ficient and sustainable use of re¬ 
sources as a path to global securi¬ 
ty- 

• Redefining Actions and Deci¬ 
sions (RAD), which provides in¬ 
novative programs for youth that 
provide comprehensive HIV edu¬ 
cation in public schools. 

• Equality Colorado, formed in 
1993 after the passage of Amend¬ 
ment 2. Equality Colorado has 
continued working to secure 
equality and justice for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people. T 


Ski Week also featured a panel 
discussion by national gay 
politicians and leaders for the 
second Human Rights Summit. 
That story will appear next 
week. 
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From Amendment 2 to OutGiving 

Queer Quark geek 
Tim Gill gives gay 



by Cynthia Laird 


ive years ago an anti-gay 
constitutional amendment 
& placed on the Colorado bal¬ 
lot propelled a soft-spoken com¬ 
puter programmer into action, 
Fighting against Focus on the 
Family, the primary group push¬ 
ing for passage of Amendment 2, 
and others on the religious right. 

Tim Gill had reached a point 
in his life where he could, for the 
First time, afford to become a 
major financial contributor. Gill, 
who is openly gay, was making 
millions of dollars after the suc¬ 
cess of a desktop publishing soft¬ 
ware company he co-founded 
called Quark XPress. The time 
was right for Quarks success, and 
when Gill found - as he laughing¬ 
ly puts it - that “computer geeks 
made a lot of money,” he poured 
some of those millions into the 
unsuccessful effort to defeat 
Amendment 2 at the polls. 

“It was a defining moment for 
me, when I realized I had money 
to give away,” Gill said in an inter¬ 
view with the Bay Area Reporter 
on Monday, January 27. 

Gill was in Aspen for the 20th 
annual Gay Ski Week and the sec¬ 
ond annual Human Rights Sum¬ 
mit, held in conjunction with ski 
week. He had just finished a day 
of snowboarding, his current 
winter sport of choice. 

If you’ve got money... 

The batde over Amendment 2 
was the first one in which Gill said 
he had to get involved. The com¬ 
puter programmer (he doesn’t 
like to say he’s a businessman) was 
the largest single contributor to 
the “No on 2” campaign. 

After voters passed the mea¬ 
sure, he formed the Gill Founda¬ 
tion, which continued pumping 
Gill’s money into the effort to get 
Amendment 2 declared unconsti¬ 
tutional. 

Gill, 43, came from a middle- 
class family. Until Quark took off 
and made him a millionaire, he’d 
never been in a position to signif¬ 
icantly contribute financially. 

These days, the Gill Founda¬ 
tion continues to give money to 
various organizations that serve 
the gay community. The focus is 
on national gay groups, a lot of 
Colorado groups, and gay and les¬ 
bian organizations in rural areas, 
Gill said. 

“This is one of my obliga¬ 
tions,” he said of his decision to 
give away millions of dollars. “I 
feel ethically motivated to do 
this.” 

Despite his own philanthropy, 
he is hesitant to suggest that being 
gay and financially well-off auto¬ 
matically translates into an oblig¬ 
ation to give back to the commu¬ 
nity. 

“I don’t think they have any 
obligation,” he said of other 
wealthy gay and lesbian people. 
“I’ve chosen mine. I’ve chosen to 
give away money and that my 
money go to the gay community. 
My responsibility is to make as 
much money as I can so I can give 
it away.” 

In 1995 the Gill Foundation 
distributed $1.7 million to nu¬ 
merous groups in many states 
that serve the gay community. 

“In 1996 we’ll [have done] a 


bit more,” he said. 

Gay outgiving 

The Gay/Lesbian Outgiving 
Fund is the latest project of the 
foundation, and started this year. 
Its mission, Gill said, is that when 
people make a contribution to a 
group - gay or straight - the recip¬ 
ient knows the donation came 
from a gay individual or group. 

As an example, say a gay per¬ 
son gives $100 to the local sym¬ 
phony. Four other gay people also 
each contribute $100 to the sym¬ 
phony. The Gay/Lesbian Outgiv¬ 
ing Fund will take the total $500 
and forward it to the symphony, 
with an explanation that the do¬ 
nation came from gay individuals. 

“Five hundred dollars gets 
more attention,” Gill said, adding 
that the foundation absorbs all 
administrative costs so that 100 
percent of the contribution goes 
to the intended organization. 

The outgiving fund has also 
sponsored events to draw public 
attention to the fund and the gay 
community. The fund sponsored 
the Colorado Ballet and perfor¬ 
mances of the Nutcracker. “It said 
‘Gay/Lesbian Outgiving Fund’ on 
the marquee,” Gill said proudly. 
“That got us 42,000 impressions. 

“We have had organizations 
that wouldn’t take our money. In 
those cases, they had to have a dis¬ 
cussion on their boards, and that’s 
a good thing. 

“We’ll go back next year.” 

Coming out nationally 

Gill learned the value of pa¬ 
tience and persistence through 
Amendment 2’s long legal 
process. It wasn’t until May 1996 - 
nearly four years after the initial 
vote - that the U.S. Supreme 
Court affirmed the Colorado 
Supreme Court’s decision and es¬ 
tablished that the anti-gay 
amendment was unconstitution¬ 
al. 

Those years of Fighting the 
measure were not easy for many 
of the people involved. The gay 
community throughout Colorado 
suffered because of a national 
boycott of the state by groups, in¬ 
dividuals, and some cities, includ¬ 
ing San Francisco. 

“I was a big fan of the boycott,” 
said Gill. “I don’t know if it was 
necessary. I think it was in¬ 
evitable.” 


The good that came out of the 
boycott, he explained, was that 
until Amendment 2 passed, there 
were never articles on the gay and 
lesbian community in Denver 
newspapers. That changed dra¬ 
matically after the vote and the 
ensuing boycott. 

“Every day there were two or 
three articles in both papers,” he 
said of the weeks immediately 
after the election. “Now they reg¬ 
ularly have articles on gays and 
lesbians in the papers. The boy¬ 
cott did that: it brought gay and 
lesbian issues to the forefront.” 

On the negative side, the boy¬ 
cott affected the very cities in Col¬ 
orado - Denver, Boulder, Aspen, 
and others - where residents had 
voted against Amendment 2, Gill 
acknowledged. 

“The areas that supported us 
ended up getting hurt by the boy¬ 
cott,” he said. “And gay tourists 
stopped coming. Ski week [atten¬ 
dance] was down. The bars suf¬ 
fered financially, so they could 
contribute less. Fortunately, I was 
here to help fix that.” 

Gill said that shortly after the 
election, a meeting for Quark cus¬ 
tomers was scheduled to be held 
in Denver. The customers voted 
on whether they should come to 
Colorado for the meeting or move 
it outside the state. 

“The customers voted. All 400, 
except two, voted to move it,” Gill 
said, adding the meeting wasn’t 
moved because Amendment 2 
went straight to the courts and 
never went into effect. 

He had also discussed the issue 
with his business partner, a 
straight man who had been “won¬ 
derfully supportive,” Gill said. 

It was during the vote by the 
customers that Gill discovered the 
fight over Amendment 2 - and his 
role in it - would become splashed 
across the country. One of Gill’s 
customers was a national news 
wire service. 

“I worried that we’d lose cus¬ 
tomers and go out of business,” 
Gill said of his initial reaction to 
becoming featured in newspapers 
and national business publica¬ 
tions as a gay man and chairman 
of Quark who was Fighting 
Amendment 2. “That didn’t hap¬ 
pen. 

“All of us have bigger fears of 
the consequences of coming out 
than they actually are.” ▼ 
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REAL ESTATE 


Golden Gate Flyers host the 
Napa Valley Men’s Network 


with... 


Jim 

Rick 



Stretching 
Your Buying 
Dollar 


If you are working with a 
Realtor to find a new home, the 
agent will probably ask a lot of 
questions about your income, 
liquid assets, and debt situa¬ 
tion. We need, such information 
to help determine your price 
range. 

Whether you are buying 
your first home or moving up, 
we can give you solid advice on 
how to maximize your buying 
power. With so many mortgage 
alternatives available, you may 
find that you can buy more than 
you thought. Your individual 
situation might make some types 
of mortgages or financing more 
of a risk than you really want to 
take. 

Each buyer’s situation is 
unique, and we understand the 
importance of finding you the 
perfect home and the perfect 
financing to enable you to 
afford it. 

Sound real estate decisions 
require the help and advice of 
experienced professionals. Let 
us share our successful team 
approach with you. 

Jim Beitzel • Rick Olds 

Ext. 143/Ext. 134 

(415) 552-0129 

Zephyr Real Estate 

4200 17th Street 
San Francisco • CA • 94114 




Up, up and away: The Golden Gate Flyers pose at a recent event. 


MC VISA AMEX & Most Insurance Accepted 


What a difference a 


Dentistry By 

Jim P. Const, D. 

Cosmetic • Preventive • 

450 Sutter Street. Suite 2 

415-391-255 


by Mike Bingham, Sec., 
Golden Gate Flyers 


olden Gate Flyers, a social 
.t organization of gay, lesbian, 
• and bisexual aviators, host¬ 
ed The Napa Valley Men’s Net¬ 
work for dinner in the Napa Val¬ 
ley. Jonesy’s Famous Steakhouse 
was chosen both for its reputation 
and its location on Napa Airport, 
which is important if your trans¬ 
portation is an airplane. 

And airplanes are what Gold¬ 
en Gate Flyers is all about! 

Formed in February, 1995, 
Golden Gate Flyers is the first so¬ 
cial network dedicated to the inter¬ 
ests and needs of gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual aviation professionals and 
enthusiasts in Northern California. 

' Inspired by the success of the Na¬ 
tional Gay Pilots Association, based 
in Washington, DC, and other local 
pilot organizations across the 
country, Golden Gate Flyers serves 
the San Francisco Bay Area and 
surrounding communities. 


USING SPEED? 

NEED HELP GETTING OFF OF 
METHAMPHETAMINE? 

UCSF IS RECRUITING INDIVIDUALS 
TO PARTICIPATE 
IN TREATMENT RESEARCH 

GET PAID$$$ 
CONFIDENTIAL 

FREE TREATMENT WITH MEDICATION 
8 week program 2 Groups per week 
Women encouraged to participate 
CALL (415) 502 5802 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Celebrating 
Our 19th Year! 



Golden Gate Flyers members 
represent virtually every facet of avi¬ 
ation, including student pilots, flight 
instructors, airline transport pilots, 
corporate pilots, flight attendants, 
air traffic controllers, and other sec¬ 
tors of the aviation industry. 

If you are interested in aviation 
and seeking other gay airmen and 
airwomen, get in touch with Gold¬ 
en Gate Flyers. That is what The 
Napa Valley Men’s Network did. 
Flying in and driving up, members 
of both organizations took advan¬ 
tage of this opportunity to meet 
new people sharing their interests. 

In addition to learning to fly, 
interests ranged from using the 
airplane for transportation to ex¬ 
citing locales, to sightseeing, to 
airborne photography. But the 
conversation was not only about 
airplanes. While savoring Jonesy’s 
renowned steaks and seafood, 
new connections were formed be¬ 
tween members of the two orga¬ 
nizations. More joint events are in 
store for the future. 

Golden Gate Flyers hosts a 
monthly social meeting, monthly 
activity, and special events. Upcom¬ 
ing activities include flights to scenic 
destinations, pilot educational pro¬ 
grams, barbecues, tours of FAA air 
traffic control facilities, and San 
Francisco’s Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Parade and AIDS Walk. ▼ 


For more information about 
Golden Gate Flyers, call (415) 
995-4938 or write Golden Gate 
Flyers, 584 Castro Street, Box 
500, San Francisco, California 
94114-2578. E-mail: 
CapnJFrank@aol.com. Web: 
http://members.aol.com/mikeO 
256/ggfl.htm. 

For more information about 
The National Gay Pilots 
Association and to contact 
other regional pilot 
organizations across the 
country, call (703) 660-3852 or 
write P.0. Box 27542, 
Washington, DC 20038-7542. 
E-mail: 

73664.3703@compuserve.com. 
Web: http://ourworld. 
compuserve.com/homepages/ 
ron_ngpa. 

For more information about 
The Napa Valley Men’s 
Network, call (707) 551-4495 
or write The Napa Valley Men’s 
Network, P.0. Box 4049, Napa, 
California 94558-0404. 



New Friends are waiting for you right 


now 


at Gay.Net - the hottest gay scene online. Check us 
out today at www.gay.net for your free trial. 
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SBA comes out 


by Sandy DeWine 

v he SBA is coming out, at 
least in San Francisco. The 
city recently saw the first 
Small Business Administration 
seminar targeted to the gay com¬ 
munity. About 100 people met 
January 26th at the new public li¬ 
brary downtown, and other work¬ 
shops are planned. The meeting 
seemed to please Golden Gate 
Business Association (GGBA) 
President Irv Spivak, who said, 
“I’ve lived 43 years, and I’m glad 
to finally see the government tak¬ 
ing an interest in us.” 

Gary Marshall, himself a gay 
man and an SBA business devel¬ 
opment officer, organized the 
meeting along with GGBA, Bay 
Area Career Women, and the 
Lavender Pages. Representatives 
from Citibank and Microsoft, co¬ 
sponsors of the program, were 
present, as well as a panel of three 
gay business owners. Short semi¬ 
nars on start-ups and financial 
planning were also offered. 

Those who still think of retail as 
the backbone of gay small business 
might have been surprised to find 
only one retail store owner on the 
panel. The owner of Mikey Tom 
Market, an upscale grocery in Noe 
Valley, described his seven years 
managing a wine and cheese busi¬ 
ness for someone else, and the two 
to five years he spent researching 
and developing his business plan, 
which he eventually showed to 
someone at Bank of America. 

Other panelists were a woman 
contractor who went into busi¬ 
ness for herself after encountering 
sex discrimination in hiring, and 
the publisher of The Lavender 
Pages, a guide to gay businesses 
which after four years has a staff 
of 17. It plans to become “the 
largest gay employer by the year 
2000,” according to publisher 
Grace Flannery. It recently estab¬ 
lished a web site and plans to go 
national. 

Retail may only seem the 
largest business sector because 
“it’s the most visible,” Marshall 


Black and gay 

◄ page 1 

unteers are also being selected. 
Vendors will have a chance to 
display their merchandise in a 
prime locale at the event. Work¬ 
shop leaders are needed to pro¬ 
vide information to attendees on 
issues of relevance to the com¬ 
munity. Volunteers are needed to 
provide additional assistance and 
support. 

The Forum has sponsored sev¬ 
eral fundraising events around 
the country to raise money for 
this year’s scholarship fund. Rev¬ 
enue that was collected will go to¬ 
wards grants for persons with 


said. “They have to be.” Only a 
quarter of loans go to retail busi¬ 
nesses, which are the riskiest. 

Half of SBA loans are now 
“Microloans,” under $100,000, so 
they’re able to serve more people, 
according to local agency head 
Ray Quinn. Loan volume has 
doubled in the last two years. The 
fast track loan requires only a 
two-page application with quick 
turnaround. Even so, the agency 
now guarantees 80 percent fi¬ 
nancing, as opposed to 90 percent 
in years past, due to government 
cutbacks. 

San Francisco’s SBA office is 
the only one in the country to 
provide a library, resource and en¬ 
trepreneurship center, located on 
Van Ness Avenue. It has comput¬ 
ers for research on requirements 
for doing business in every state, 
business plan software, and videos 
and research data on all types of 
enterprise. Oakland, designated 
an empowerment zone by the 
Clinton administration, has a 
“Capital Shop,” with Citibank 
personnel on site. Citibank has a 
small presence in California, with 
90 branches in the Bay Area and 
Los Angeles, and is emphasizing 
“relationship marketing.” 

What do we want? 

SBA is small compared to 
other federal agencies, Quinn 
said, but it looks like it may be 
playing a larger role in the gay 
community. Marshall said the 
agency spent the last two years fo¬ 
cusing on underserved markets. 
Since the local office has some au¬ 
tonomy from Washington, Quinn 
said, it makes sense to try to help 
the large gay community here. 

As the first of its kind, part of 
the meeting’s purpose was to find 
out what the community wants 
from the SBA. Many people 
seemed confused about what the 
agency does and how its services 
differ from banks. Loan officer 
Ray Monahan and others said the 
SBA’s uniqueness is in its ability to 
provide longer-term financing, 
and therefore lower payments 
than banks are willing to provide, 


AIDS and individuals who have 
chronic illnesses. 

There are several options for 
attending the conference. The cost 
for either of the two special ses¬ 
sions is $60. The general confer¬ 
ence, including workshops, a ban¬ 
quet, and a luncheon, is $175. The 
general conference and one of the 
special sessions costs $235; for 
both special sessions, add $60. For 
seniors, there is a discounted gen¬ 
eral conference rate of $125. T 


The conference will be held at 
the Long Beach Hilton and 
Towers. For registration 
information, call the Forum at 
(213) 964-7820. 


KOFY 

◄ page 13 

... He also told me that he’d never 
let me come back. It’s for that rea¬ 
son that this is such a hard letter,” 
Mele wrote. 

“In other words, I’m willing to 
do anything to help KOFY suc¬ 
ceed. I realize it was a mistake to 
leave KOFY, and I’d like to correct 
it,” the letter continued. 

“How can you write a letter 
like that and file a case like this?” 
Schwachter wondered. 

“It’s a verified complaint made 
under the penalty of perjury, and 


we are going ahead with it,” Wot- 
man said. 

The other suit 

Mele sued Gabbert one year 
after 25-year-old Sean Sebring, a 
Santa Rosa man, alleged in a law¬ 
suit that Gabbert had drugged his 
drink and then tried to rape him 
after he had been lured aboard 
Gabbert’s yacht. 

Sebring was arrested and jailed 
after stalking Gabbert and trying 
to extort cash from him. Later, in 
a carefully worded statement, he 
apologized and retracted the alle¬ 
gations. He was given probation 
for the crimes. T 


with less need for collateral. He 
said SBA isn’t in competition with 
the private sector but is there to 
enhance access to it. It works with 
over a hundred lenders in a very 
competitive market. Banks are 
more interested in short term 
loans of a year rather than the five 
to seven or 25 the SBA can guar¬ 
antee, Monahan said. Short term 
financing sometimes leaves bor¬ 
rowers with high monthly pay¬ 
ments and too little working cap¬ 
ital. The SBA also won’t turn peo¬ 
ple down if they don’t have a 
house for collateral, he said. 

The gay community may have 
come a long way from the days of 
mom and pop stores in the ’60s 
and ’70s, but maybe not. If the 
SBA people didn’t seem quite sure 
who the community is and what 
it needs, it works both ways. 
GGBA president Spivak said that 
only last year the San Francisco 
Business Times wanted to do a fea¬ 
ture on the 25 top gay businesses 
but couldn’t find willing partici¬ 
pants. The contractor who spoke 
emphasized openness as simply 
good business. “You have to get to 
know your banker and your cus¬ 
tomers,” she said. She now has a 
$3 million-a-year business and 
was named entrepreneur of the 
year by a women’s business group. 

Marshall said the SBA people 
were surprised when they found, 
by a show of hands, that most 
participants had learned of the 
session not from membership 
groups but from the gay press. As 
usual, community people and 
professionals have a lot to learn 
from each other. T 
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VISA, MASTERCARD • MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

120 Howard Street, Suite A • San Francisco, 94105 


Thinking about 
selling your life 
insurance for cash? 
The ti m e to act is now. 

If you are living with HIV and would like to 
sell your life insurance policy, I can help you 
every step of the way. My name is Mark Manz, 
and I’m part of the team of professionals called 
Renfrew Financial.Together with my colleagues, 

I’ 11 make sure you get the highest possible settle¬ 
ment for your policy. 

We offer combined experience of more than 
eight years in the viatical industry. During my 
seven years living in San Francisco, I’ve had the 
opportunity to help many people in our community get much-needed cash 
for their life insurance. 

Recent changes in tax laws as well as new treatments for AIDS are 
quickly changing the viatical industry. Don't miss 
your opportunity to obtain a good settlement for 
your policy. I urge you to take advantage of this 
opportunity soon. 

For more information, please call me at Rei 

415_437_2459 or toll-free at 800-750-4469. 
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Viewpoints in CMV 


No. 1 in a series 


PREVENTION OF 
CMV DISEASE 
IN PATIENTS WITH HIV 

A Focus on CMV Retinitis 


CMV: A Serious Infection in 
Immunocompromised Patients 

Cytomegalovirus (CMV), a virus of the herpes family, is the 
most common serious viral opportunistic pathogen in HIV¬ 
positive patients. It is estimated that >95% of patients with 
AIDS are CMV seropositive, 1 with up to 46% developing 
CMV retinitis, which may be sight-threatening. 2 5 In one 
study, disseminated CMV was found at autopsy in roughly 
9 of every 10 in this patient population. 6 
Acute infection with CMV is usually asymptomatic and the 
prevalence of CMV antibody in the adult population may be 
as great as 50% to 80%. 7 As with other herpes viruses, CMV 
remains latent within the host and may cause infection if and 
when the immune system becomes compromised. 
Prospective natural history studies have shown that during 
the course of HIV infection, as CD4 counts fall (Figure 1), the 
virus may be reactivated, resulting in viremia. 8 During viremia, 
CMV may disseminate and seed a variety of organs, leading 
to many life- or sight-threatening conditions, including retini¬ 
tis, colitis, esophagitis, hepatitis, pneumonitis, adrenalitis 
and generalized wasting. 


Figure 1. Kaplan-Meier estimation of the proportion of patients 
developing CMV disease by baseline CD4 cell count. 



Solid blue line = <50 cells/mm 3 ; dotted line = 50-99 cells/mm 3 ; solid gray line 
= >100 cells/mm 3 . The difference between the lower and upper two lines was 
significant by log-rank test (p<0.001); difference between two upper lines was 
not significant (p<0.05). From Gallant, et al. J Infect Dis. 1992;166:1223-1227 
with permission. 8 


CMV: The Most Common Cause 
of Vision Loss Associated with AIDS 7 9 

Often referred to as a “silent” problem, CMV frequently 
begins as asymptomatic peripheral disease. Untreated 
CMV retinitis is a progressive disease, which most often 
ultimately becomes a bilateral disease. 10 Without treat¬ 
ment, CMV retinitis may obliterate the entire retina in 3 to 
6 months. 9 

In the past, management of CMV retinitis relied solely 
on early diagnosis and aggressive lifelong intravenous 
therapy. In January 1995, an oral formulation of an effec¬ 
tive therapeutic agent, ganciclovir, became available for 
maintenance treatment of CMV retinitis. In October 1995, 
oral ganciclovir also became available as preventive 
therapy against CMV disease in individuals with advanced 
HIV infection at risk for developing CMV disease. 

Promising Results from the 
First Oral CMV Prevention Study 

The results of Roche Study 1654, the first oral CMV 
prevention study, were presented at the Second National 
Conference on Human Retroviruses and Related Infections 
in January 1995." This double-blind, randomized, placebo- 
controlled study was designed to determine the safety and 
efficacy of oral ganciclovir (3 grams/day) for the prevention 
of CMV disease. The study included CMV-seropositive or 
urine culture-positive, HIV-infected patients with CD4 
counts <100 cells/mm 3 and a prior AIDS-defining oppor¬ 
tunistic infection and those with <50 cells/mm 3 without a 
prior opportunistic infection. 12 

Nearly 50% Lower Risk of Developing CMV 
Disease After ProphylaxisTreatment with Oral 
Ganciclovir 13 

Over an 18-month study period, the incidence of CMV 
disease was significantly lower in the ganciclovir-treated 
group vs. placebo (p<0.05). 13 The risk of developing CMV 
disease was reduced by 49% in patients treated with oral 
ganciclovir (20% of the ganciclovir patients developed CMV 
disease vs 39% on placebo) (Table I). 13 ' 14 


Table 1. Incidence of CMV Disease at 6,12 and 18 Months 
(Kaplan-Meier Estimates) in Study 1654 Patients 14 

Incidence of CMV Disease (no. still at risk) 


Ganciclovir 

Placebo 

6 months 

8% (397) 

11% (190) 

12 months 

14% (225) 

26% (92) 

18 months 

20%(27) 

39% (9) 
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In addition to decreasing the incidence of CMV disease, 
oral ganciclovir significantly delayed the time to the 
development of disease (Figure 2). 11 


Figure 2. Time to development of CMV disease. 



£ 30 - 


20 - 
10 - 


0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 

Days Since Randomization 


Number 
of patients 

Number of patients at risk, months 15 

0 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

18 

Ganciclovir 

486 

452 

397 

326 

225 

112 

27 

Placebo 

239 

214 

190 

149 

92 

35 

9 


Manageable Side Effect Profile 

Oral ganciclovir has a manageable side effect profile, but 
was associated with granulocytopenia, anemia and throm¬ 
bocytopenia. 16 In Study 1654 ganciclovir-treated patients 
were significantly more likely to develop neutropenia (abso¬ 
lute neutrophil count <500 cells mm 3 ,10% vs 6%).* Colony 
stimulating factors can help manage ganciclovir-related 
neutropenia. Other adverse events included diarrhea, nau¬ 
sea, vomiting, stomach upset, loss of appetite, headache, 
dizziness, tremor, tingling sensation in the fingers and 
weakness 16 Creatinine elevations 25% over baseline levels 
were also observed. 16 

Summary 

Prevention of CMV disease has been a highly sought-after 
goal. Compared with placebo, oral ganciclovir (3 grams/day) 
has been shown to significantly reduce the incidence 
and time to development of CMV disease among patients 
with advanced HIV infection. 1116 There was also a decreased 
proportion of zone 1 (sight-threatening) retinitis in the ganci¬ 
clovir-treated group. 

Oral ganciclovir represents a clinically important advance 
in the prevention of CMV disease, including CMV retinitis, 
for those with HIV. 

Please see summary of product information on adjacent pages. 


Because of the significant benefit of oral ganciclovir 
in preventing CMV disease compared to placebo, 
Study 1654 was halted at a planned interim analysis. 


Placebo Patients 
Were Twice as Likely 
to Develop Sight- 
threatening Retinitis 14 

Patients in the placebo group 
were twice as likely to develop 
zone 1 (sight-threatening) 
retinitis as patients treated 
with oral ganciclovir. 14 Among 
subjects who developed 
CMV retinitis, 39% of placebo 
patients developed zone 1 


Results from Study 
1654 demonstrated 
that oral ganci¬ 
clovir prophylaxis 
significantly reduce 
the incidence of, 
and delayed time to 
developmental, 
CMV disease in 
HIV-infected per¬ 
sons at risk. 1113 


disease vs 16% of those on ganciclovir. 14 There was a 
similar incidence of bilateral presentation of retinitis in the 
treatment and placebo groups 14 


The clinical toxicity of CYTOVENE® (ganciclovir 
capsules) includes granulocytopenia, anemia and 
thrombocytopenia. In animal studies, ganciclovir 
was carcinogenic, teratogenic and caused 
aspermatogenesis. 


This series is sponsored by Roche Laboratories. 

References: 1. Fauci AS, Lane HC. In: Isselbacher KJ, et al. (eds). Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medicine. 
Volume 2,13th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc; 1994:1602.2. Quinnan GV Jr, etal. JAMA. 1984;252:72-77. 

3. YoserSL, Forster DJ, Rao NA. Surv Ophthalmol 1993;37(5):313-352.4. Holland GN, etal. Ophthalmology. 
1987;94(7):815-823.5. Holland GN, etal. Ophthalmology 1983;90(8):859-873.6. Erice A, etal. NEnglJMed. 

1989;320(5):289-293.7. Bloom JN, Palestine AG. Ann Intern Med. 1988;109:963-969.8. Gallant JE, et al. J Infect 
Dis. 1992;166:1223-1227. 9. Palestine AG, etal. Ophthalmology 1984;91(9):1092-1099. 10. Jabs DA, EngerC, 
Bartlett JG. Arch Ophthalmol. 1989;107:75-80.11. Spector SA, et al. Presented at the Second National Conference 
on Human Retroviruses. Washington DC: American Society for Microbiology; January 29-February 2,1995. 

Abstract 2. 12. Data on file (Ref. 018-023), Final Report, Study 1654, July 1994. 13. Data on file (Abs. 018-015), 
Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, New Jersey. 14. Data on file (Abs. 018-014), Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, New 
Jersey. 15. Data on file (Abs. 018-017), Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, New Jersey. 16. CYTOVENE Complete 
Product Information, Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, New Jersey. 


CMV Resistance 16 

As part of Study 1654, cultures (primarily urine) were avail¬ 
able for 437 patients who received preventive treatment 
with oral ganciclovir for >90 days. Of these, 132 had at least 
1 positive culture. Eighteen of these isolates have been 
tested for reduced sensitivity, and 1 was found to be 
resistant to ganciclovir. The resistant isolate was associated 
with subsequent treatment failure. Viral resistance has 
also been observed with prolonged treatment for retinitis 
with intravenous ganciclovir. 


jSb Roche Laboratories 

® A Member of the Roche Group 
Copyright©1996 by Roche Laboratories Inc. All rights reserved. 
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CYT0VENE*-IV (ganciclovir sodium for injection) and CYTOVENE* (ganciclovir capsules) 


Selected Laboratory Abnormalities in Trials for 
Treatment of CMV Retinitis and Prevention of CMV Disease 



CMV Retinitis Treatment* 

CMV Disease Prevention 4 

Treatment 

CYTOVENE CYTOVENE-IV' 
Capsules' 5 mg/kg/day 

3000 mg/day 

CYTOVENE 

Capsules" Placebo' 

3000 mg/day 

Subjects, number 

320 175 

478 234 

Neutropenia: 

<500 ANC/pL 

500-<749 

750-<1000 

18% 25% 

17% 14% 

19% 26% 

10% 6% 

16% 7% 

22% 16% 

Anemia. 

Hemoglobin: 

<6.5 g/dL 

6.5-<8.0 

8.0-<9.5 

2% 5% 

10% 16% 

25% 26% 

1% <1% 

5% 3% 

15% 16% 

Maximum Serum Creatinine: 

>2.5 mg/dL 

2:1.5-<2.5 

1% 2% 

12% 14% 

1% 2% 

19% 11% 

* Pooled data from Treatment Studies, ICM 1653, Study ICM 1774, and Study AVI 034. 

' Mean time on therapy = 91 days, including allowed reinduction treatment periods 

I Mean time on therapy = 103 days, including allowed reinduction treatment periods 

5 Data from Prevention Study, ICM 1654 

II Mean time on ganciclovir = 269 days 
' Mean time on placebo = 240 days 

(See discussion of clinical trials under INDICATIONS AND USAGE section.) 


Overall, in the treatment studies, subjects treated with CYTOVENE-IV solution experienced lower minimum 
ANCs and hemoglobin levels, consistent with more neutropenia and anemia, compared with those who 
received CYTOVENE capsules (p=0.024 for neutropenia; p=0.027 for anemia). In the prevention study, sub¬ 
jects treated with CYTOVENE capsules also experienced lower minimum ANCs compared with those who 
received placebo (p<0.001). 

For the majority of subjects in the treatment studies, maximum serum creatinine levels were < 1.5 mg/dL and 
no difference was noted between CYTOVENE-IV solution and CYTOVENE capsules for the occurrence of renal 
impairment. Serum creatinine elevations > 2.5 mg/dL occurred in < 2% of all subjects, and no significant dif¬ 
ferences were noted in the time from the start of maintenance to the occurrence of elevations in serum crea¬ 
tinine values. In the prevention study, 20% of subjects treated with CYTOVENE capsules had maximum 
serum creatinine levels of 1.5 mg/dL or greater, compared to 13% on placebo (p=0.013). Of subjects in gan¬ 
ciclovir and placebo treatment groups, 24% and 20%, respectively, experienced creatinine elevations more 
than 25% over baseline levels. 

Adverse Events: The following table shows selected adverse events reported in 5% or more of the subjects in 
three controlled clinical trials during treatment with either CYTOVENE-IV solution (5 mg/kg/day) or 
CYTOVENE capsules (3000 mg/day), and in one controlled clinical trial in which CYTOVENE capsules (3000 
mg/day) were compared to placebo for the prevention of CMV disease. 


Selected Adverse Events Reported in > 5% of Subjects in Three Randomized Phase 3 Studies Comparing 
CYTOVENE Capsules to CYTOVENE-IV Solution for Maintenance Treatment of CMV Retinitis and in One 
Phase 3 Randomized Study Comparing Cytovene Capsules to Placebo for Prevention of CMV Disease 




Maintenance Treatment 
Studies 

Prevention Study 

Body System 

Adverse Event 

Capsules 

(n=326) 

IV 

(n=179) 

Capsules 

(n=478) 

Placebo 

(n=234) 

Body as a Whole 

Fever 

38% 

48% 

35% 

33% 

Abdominal Pain 

17% 

19% 

21% 

21% 


Infection 

9% 

13% 

8% 

4% 


Chills 

7% 

10% 

7% 

4% 


Sepsis 

4% 

15% 

3% 

2% 

Digestive System 

Diarrhea 

41% 

44% 

48% 

42% 

Nausea 

26% 

. 25% 

30% 

33% 


Anorexia 

15% 

14% 

19% 

16% 


Vomiting 

13% 

13% 

14% 

11% 


Flatulence 

6% 

3% 

9% 

11% 

Hemic and Lymphatic 

Leukopenia 

29% 

41% 

17% 

9% 

System 

Anemia 

19% 

25% 

9% 

7% 

Thrombocytopenia 

6% 

6% 

3% 

1% 

Respiratory System 

Pneumonia 

6% 

8% 

7% 

7% 

Nervous System 

Neuropathy 

8% 

9% 

21% 

15% 

Paresthesia 

6% 

10% 

6% 

6% 

Other 

Rash 

15% 

10% 

23% 

26% 


Sweating 

11% 

12% 

14% 

12% 


Pruritis 

6% 

5% 

10% 

9% 


Vitreous Disorder 

6% 

4% 

1% 

1% 

Catheter Related* 

Total Catheter Events 

6% 

22% 

_ 

_ 


Catheter Infection 

4% 

9% 

- 

_ 


Catheter Sepsis 

1% 

8% 

- 

- 

* Some of these events also appear under other body systems. 





Retinal Detachment: Retinal detachment has been observed in subjects with CMV retinitis both before and 
after initiation of therapy with ganciclovir. Its relationship to therapy with ganciclovir is unknown. Retinal 
detachment occurred in 11% of patients treated with CYTOVENE-IV solution and in 8% of patients treated 
with CYTOVENE capsules. Patients with CMV retinitis should have frequent ophthalmologic evaluations to 
monitor the status of their retinitis and to detect any other retinal pathology. 

Transplant Recipients: There have been three controlled clinical trials of CYTOVENE-IV solution for the pre¬ 
vention of CMV disease in transplant recipients. Laboratory data and adverse events reported during these 
trials are summarized below. 


Laboratory Data: The following table shows the frequency of granulocytopenia (neutropenia) and thrombocy¬ 
topenia observed: 


Controlled Trials - Transplant Recipients 


Heart Allograft* 

Bone Marrow Allograft' 


CYTOVENE-IV 

Placebo 

CYTOVENE-IV 

Control 


(n=76) 

(n=73) 

(n=57) 

(n=55) 

Neutropenia 





Minimum ANC < 500/pL 

Minimum ANC 500-1000/pL 

4% 

3% 

12% 

6% 

3% 

8% 

29% 

17% 

TOTAL ANC <1000/pL 

7% 

11% 

41% 

23% 

Thrombocytopenia 





Platelet count < 25,000/pL 

Platelet count 25,000-50,000/pL 

3% 

1% 

32% 

28% 

5% 

3% 

25% 

37% 

TOTAL Platelet <50,000/pL 

8% 

4% 

57% 

65% 


CYTOVENE-IV (ganciclovir sodium for injection) and CYTOVENE* (ganciclovir capsules) 


The following table shows the frequency of elevated serum creatinine values in these controlled clinical trials: 


Controlled Trials-Transplant Recipients 


Heart Allograft 

ICM 1496 

Bone Marrow Allograft 

ICM 1570 ICM 1689 

Maximum Serum 
Creatinine Levels 

CYTOVENE-IV 

( n =76) 

Placebo 

(n=73) 

CYTOVENE-IV 

(n=20) 

Control 

(n=20) 

CYTOVENE-IV 

(n=37) 

Placebo 

(n=35) 

Serum Creatinine 
>2.5 mg/dL 

18% 

4% 

20% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

Serum Creatinine 
>1.5-<2.5 mg/dL 

58% 

69% 

50% 

35% 

43% 

44% 


In a placebo-controlled clinical trial conducted in heart allograft recipients (ICM1496), more patients receiving 
CYTOVENE-IV solution had elevation of serum creatinine to values exceeding 2.5 mg/dL than patients receiv¬ 
ing placebo (18% vs 4%, respectively). These increases in serum creatinine, up to 5.5 mg/dL in 1 patient, were 
transient and occurred primarily during the first week of treatment with CYTOVENE-IV solution. In a random¬ 
ized, open-label study of CYTOVENE-IV solution in bone marrow allograft recipients (ICM 1570), more 
patients treated with CYTOVENE-IV solution experienced serum creatinine values exceeding 1.5 mg/dL than 
patients who were not treated (70% vs 35%, respectively). These elevations in serum creatinine, up to 3.2 
mg/dL in 1 patient, were transient and occurred intermittently throughout the 3-month study. Most patients in 
these studies also received cyclosporine. In a second study in bone marrow transplant patients that was 
placebo-controlled (ICM 1689), no differences in elevations of serum creatinine were seen between the 
patients receiving CYTOVENE-IV solution and those receiving placebo. The mechanism of impairment of renal 
function is not known. However, careful monitoring of renal function during therapy with CYTOVENE-IV solu¬ 
tion is essential, especially for those patients receiving concomitant agents that may cause nephrotoxicity. 
General: Other adverse events tfiat were thought to be “probably" or “possibly” related to CYTOVENE-IV 
solution or CYTOVENE capsules in clinical studies in either subjects with AIDS or transplant recipients are 
listed below. These events all occurred with a frequency of 1% or less unless otherwise noted. 

Body as a Whole: abdomen enlarged, abscess, asthenia (6%), back pain, cellulitis, chest pain, chills and 
fever, drug level increased (ganciclovir), edema, face edema, headache (4%), injection site abscess, injection 
site edema, injection site hemorrhage, injection site inflammation (2%), injection site pain, injection site 
phlebitis, laboratory test abnormality, malaise, pain (2%), photosensitivity reaction, neck pain, neck rigidity 
Digestive System: abnormal liver function test (2%), aphthous stomatitis, constipation, dyspepsia (4%), dys¬ 
phagia, eructation, esophagitis, fecal incontinence, gastritis, gastrointestinal hemorrhage, hepatitis, jaundice, 
melena, mouth ulceration, nausea and vomiting (2%), pancreatitis, tongue disorder 
Hemic and Lymphatic System: eosinophilia, hypochromic anemia, marrow depression, pancytopenia, 
splenomegaly 

Respiratory System: cough increased, dyspnea, pharyngitis 

Nervous System: abnormal dreams, abnormal gait, agitation, amnesia, anxiety, ataxia, coma, confusion, 
depression, dizziness, dry mouth (2%), emotional lability, euphoria, hypertonia, hyperkinesia, hypesthesia, 
insomnia (2%), libido decreased, manic reaction, myoclonus, nervousness, psychosis, seizures, somno¬ 
lence, thinking abnormal, tremor, trismus (Overall, probably or possibly related neurologic system events 
occurred in approximately 5% of patients.) 

Skin and Appendages: acne, alopecia, dry skin, fixed eruption, maculopapular rash, skin discoloration, 
urticaria, vesiculobullous rash 

Special Senses: abnormal vision, amblyopia, blindness, conjunctivitis, deafness, ear pain, eye pain, glau¬ 
coma, photophobia, taste perversion, tinnitus 

Metabolic and Nutritional Disorders: alkaline phosphatase increased, creatinine increased, creatine phospho- 
kinase increased, decreased blood sugar, hyperglycemia, hypokalemia, increased blood urea nitrogen (BUN), 
lactic dehydrogenase increased, SGOT increased, SGPT increased, weight loss (2%) 

Cardiovascular System: arrhythmia, deep thrombophlebitis, hypertension, hypotension, migraine, phlebitis 
(2%), vasodilatation 

Urogenital System: breast pain, creatinine clearance decreased, hematuria, impotence, kidney failure, kidney 

function abnormal, urinary frequency, urinary tract infection 

Musculoskeletal System: arthralgia, bone pain, leg cramps, myalgia, myasthenia 

The following adverse events reported in patients receiving ganciclovir may be potentially fatal: pancreatitis, 

sepsis and multiple organ failure. 

Adverse Events Reported During Postmarketing Experience with CYTOVENE-IV: Listed below are adverse 
events reported spontaneously since the marketing introduction of CYTOVENE-IV that have not been 
included previously based on experience during clinical trials. These events have been reported infrequently, 
and data are insufficient to estimate an incidence at which they have occurred or to establish a relationship to 
ganciclovir use. These events may have occurred as part of an underlying disease process and do not neces¬ 
sarily represent the type, severity or prevalence of adverse events occurring in clinical practice. These volun¬ 
tary reports include: acidosis, allergic reaction, anaphylactic reaction, arthritis, bronchospasm, cardiac 
arrest, cardiac conduction abnormality, cataracts, cholestasis, congenital anomaly, dry eyes, dysesthesia, 
dysphasia, elevated triglyceride levels, encephalopathy, exfoliative dermatitis, extrapyramidal reaction, facial 
palsy, hallucinations, hemolytic anemia, hepatic failure, hepatitis, hyponatremia, inappropriate serum ADH, 
infertility, intestinal ulceration, intracranial hypertension, irritability, loss of memory, loss of sense of smell, 
myelopathy, perforated intestine, peripheral ischemia, pulmonary fibrosis, rhabdomyolysis, Stevens- 
Johnson syndrome, stroke, testicular hypotrophy, Torsades de Pointes, vasculitis, ventricular tachycardia. 
OVERDOSAGE: CYTOVENE-IV: Overdosage with CYTOVENE-IV has been reported in 17 patients (13 adults 
and 4 children under 2 years of age). Five patients experienced no adverse events following overdosage at 
the following doses: 7 doses of 11 mg/kg over a 3-day period (adult), single dose of 3500 mg (adult), single 
dose of 500 mg (72.5 mg/kg) followed by 48 hours of peritoneal dialysis (4-month-old), single dose of 
approximately 60 mg/kg followed by exchange transfusion (18-month-old), 2 doses of 500 mg instead of 31 
mg (21-month-old). 

Irreversible pancytopenia developed in 1 adult with AIDS and CMV colitis after receiving 3000 mg of 
CYTOVENE-IV solution on each of 2 consecutive days.. He experienced worsening Gl symptoms and acute 
renal failure that required short-term dialysis. Pancytopenia developed and persisted until his death from a 
malignancy several months later. Other adverse events reported following overdosage included: persistent 
bone marrow suppression (1 adult with neutropenia and thrombocytopenia after a single dose of 6000 mg), 
reversible neutropenia or granulocytopenia (4 adults, overdoses ranging from 8 mg/kg daily for 4 days to a 
single dose of 25 mg/kg), hepatitis (1 adult receiving 10 mg/kg daily, and one 2 kg infant after a single 40 mg 
dose;, renal toxicity (1 adult with transient worsening of hematuria after a single 500 mg dose, and 1 adult 
with elevated creatinine (5.2 mg/dL) after a single 5000 to 7000 mg dose), and seizure (1 adult with known 
seizure disorder after 3 days of 9 mg/kg). In addition, 1 adult received 0.4 mL (instead of 0.1 mL) 
CYTOVENE-IV solution by intravitreal injection, and experienced temporary loss of vision and central retinal 
artery occlusion secondary to increased intraocular pressure related to the injected fluid volume. 

CYTOVENE Capsules: There have been no reports of overdosage with CYTOVENE capsules. Doses as high as 
6000 mg/day, given either as 1000 mg 6 times daily or as 2000 mg tid, did not result in overt toxicity other 
than transient neutropenia. Daily doses of more than 6000 mg have not been studied. 

Since ganciclovir is dialyzable, dialysis may be useful in reducing serum concentrations. Adequate hydration 
should be maintained. The use of hematopoietic growth factors should be considered. 


CYTOVENE-IV for intravenous infusion manufactured by Warner-Lambert Company, Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
and CYTOVENE Capsules for oral administration manufactured by Syntex Puerto Rico, Inc., Humacao, Puerto 
Rico 00791 for: 

REVISED: OCTOBER 1995 

Roche Laboratories 

* A Member of the Roche Group 

Roche Laboratories Inc. 

340 Kingsland Street 
Nutley, New Jersey 07110-1199 


* Study ICM 1496. Mean duration of treatment = 28 days 
' Study ICM 1570 and ICM 1689. Mean duration of treatment = 45 days 
(See discussion of clinical trials under INDICATIONS AND USAGE section.) 
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CYTOVENE'-IV 

(ganciclovir sodium for injection) 

FOR INTRAVENOUS INFUSION ONLY 
CYTOVENE” 

(ganciclovir capsules) 

FOR ORAL ADMINISTRATION 

Before prescribing, please see complete product information, a summary of which follows: 


CONTRAINDICATIONS: CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE are contraindicated in patients with hypersensitivity to 
ganciclovir or acyclovir. 

WARNINGS: Hematologic: CYTOVENE and CYTOVENE-IV should not be administered if the absolute neu¬ 
trophil count is less than 500 cells/pL or the platelet count is less than 25,000 cells/pL. Granulocytopenia 
(neutropenia), anemia and thrombocytopenia have been observed in patients treated with CYTOVENE-IV and 
CYTOVENE. The frequency and severity of these events vary widely in different patient populations (see 
ADVERSE EVENTS section). ' 

CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE should, therefore, be used with caution in patients with pre-existing cytope- 
nias or with a history of cytopenic reactions to other drugs, chemicals or irradiation. Granulocytopenia usu¬ 
ally occurs during the first or second week of treatment but may occur at any time during treatment. Cell 
counts usually begin to recover within 3 to 7 days of discontinuing drug. Colony-stimulating factors have 
been shown to increase neutrophil and white blood cell counts in patients receiving CYTOVENE-IV solution 
for treatment of CMV retinitis. 

Impairment of Fertility: Animal data indicate that administration of ganciclovir causes inhibition of spermato¬ 
genesis and subsequent infertility. These effects were reversible at lower doses and irreversible at higher 
doses (see Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis and Impairment of Fertility in PRECAUTIONS section). Although 
data in humans have not been obtained regarding this effect, it is considered probable that ganciclovir at the 
recommended doses causes temporary or permanent inhibition of spermatogenesis. Animal data also indi¬ 
cate that suppression of fertility in females may occur. 

Teratogenesis: Because of the mutagenic and teratogenic potential o'f ganciclovir, women of childbearing 
potential should be advised to use effective contraception during treatment. Similarly, men should be advised 
to practice barrier contraception during and for at least 90 days following treatment with 
CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE (see Pregnancy: Category C). 

PRECAUTIONS: General: In clinical studies with CYTOVENE-IV, the maximum single dose administered was 
6 mg/kg by intravenous infusion over 1 hour. Larger doses have resulted in increased toxicity. It is likely that 
more rapid infusions would also result in increased toxicity (see OVERDOSAGE section). Administration of 
CYTOVENE-IV solution should be accompanied by adequate hydration. 

Initially, reconstituted solutions of CYTOVENE-IV have a high pH (pH 11). Despite further dilution in intra¬ 
venous fluids, phlebitis and/or pain may occur at the site of intravenous infusion. Care must be taken to 
infuse solutions containing CYTOVENE-IV only into veins with adequate blood flow to permit rapid dilution 
and distribution (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION section in complete product information). 

Since ganciclovir is excreted by the kidneys, normal clearance depends on adequate renal function. IF RENAL 
FUNCTION IS IMPAIRED, DOSAGE ADJUSTMENTS ARE REQUIRED FOR CYTOVENE-IV AND SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED FOR CYTOVENE CAPSULES. Such adjustments should be based on measured or estimated 
creatinine clearance values, (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION section). 

Information tor Patients: All patients should be informed that the major toxicities of ganciclovir are granulo¬ 
cytopenia (neutropenia), anemia and thrombocytopenia and that dose modifications may be required, includ¬ 
ing discontinuation. The importance of close monitoring of blood counts while on therapy should be empha¬ 
sized. Patients should be informed that ganciclovir has been associated with elevations in serum creatinine. 
Patients should be instructed to take CYTOVENE capsules with food to maximize bioavailability. 

Patients should be advised that ganciclovir has caused decreased sperm production in animals and may 
cause infertility in humans. Women of childbearing potential should be advised that ganciclovir causes birth 
defects in animals and should not be used during pregnancy. Women of childbearing potential should be 
advised to use effective contraception during treatment with CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE, Similarly, men 
should be advised to practice barrier contraception during and for at least 90 days following treatment with 
CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE. 

Patients should be advised that ganciclovir causes tumors in animals. Although there is no information from 
human studies, ganciclovir should be considered a potential carcinogen. 

All HIV+ Patients: These patients may be receiving zidovudine (Retrovir). Patients should be counseled that 
treatment with both ganciclovir and zidovudine simultaneously may not be tolerated by some patients and may 
result in severe granulocytopenia (neutropenia). Patients with AIDS may be receiving didanosine (Videx). 
Patients should be counseled that concomitant treatment with both ganciclovir and didanosine can cause 
didanosine serum concentrations to be significantly increased. 

HIVr Patients with CMV Retinitis: Ganciclovir is not a cure for CMV retinitis, and immunocompromised patients 
may continue to experience progression of retinitis during or following treatment. Patients should be advised to 
have ophthalmologic follow-up examinations at a minimum of every 4 to 6 weeks while being treated with 
CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE. Some patients will require more frequent follow-up. 

Transplant Recipients: Transplant recipients should be counseled regarding the high frequency of impaired 
renal function in transplant recipients who received CYTOVENE-IV solution in controlled clinical trials, particu¬ 
larly in patients receiving concomitant administration of nephrotoxic agents such as cyclosporine and ampho¬ 
tericin B. Although the specific mechanism of this toxicity, which in most cases was reversible, has not been 
determined, the higher rate of renal impairment in patients receiving CYTOVENE-IV solution compared with 
those who received placebo in the same trials may indicate that CYTOVENE-IV played a significant role. 
Laboratory Testing: Due to the frequency of neutropenia, anemia and thrombocytopenia in patients receiving 
CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE (see ADVERSE EVENTS section), it is recommended that complete blood 
counts and platelet counts be performed frequently, especially in patients in whom ganciclovir or other nucleo¬ 
side analogues have previously resulted in leukopenia or in whom neutrophil counts are less than 1000 
cells/pL at the beginmng of treatment. Increased serum creatinine levels have been observed in trials evaluat¬ 
ing both CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE. Patients should have serum creatinine or creatinine clearance values 
monitored carefully to allow for dosage adjustments in renally impaired patients (see DOSAGE AND ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION section). 

Drug Interactions-. Didanosine: At an oral dose of 1000 mg of CYTOVENE every 8 hours and didanosine, 200 
mg every 12 hours, the steady-state didanosine AUC 0.12 increased 111 ± 114% (range: 10% to 493%) when 
didanosine was administered either 2 hours prior to or concurrent with administration of CYTOVENE (n=12 
patients, 23 observations). A decrease in steady-state ganciclovir AUC of 21 ± 17% (range: -44% to 5%) was 
observed when didanosine was administered 2 hours prior to administration of CYTOVENE, but ganciclovir 
AUC was not affected by the presence of didanosine when the two drugs were administered simultaneously 
(n=12). There were no significant changes in renal clearance for either drug. 

Zidovudine: At an oral dose of 1000 mg of CYTQVENE every 8 hours, mean steady-state ganciclovir AUC M 
decreased 17 ± 25% (range: -52% to 23%) in the presence of zidovudine. 100 mg every 4 hours (n=12). 
Steady-state zidovudine AUCn increased 19 ± 27% (range: -11% to 74%) in the presence of ganciclovir. 
Since both zidovudine and ganciclovir have the potential to cause neutropenia and anemia, some patients 
may not tolerate concomitant therapy with these drugs at full dosage. 

Probenecid: At an oral dose of 1000 mg of CYTOVENE every 8 hours (n=10), ganciclovir AUCo-s increased 53 
± 91% (range: -J4% to 299%) in the presence of probenecid. 500 mg every 6 hours. Renal clearance of gan¬ 
ciclovir decreased 22 + 20% (range: -54% to -4%), which is consistent with an interaction involving competi¬ 
tion for renal tubular secretion. 

imipenem-ciiastatin: Generalized seizures have been reported in patients who received ganciclovir and imipenem- 


CYTOVENE®-IV (ganciclovir sodium for injection) and CYTOVENE® (ganciclovir capsules) 
cilastatin. These drugs should not be used concomitantly unless the potential benefits outweigh the risks. 

Other Medications: It is possible that drugs that inhibit replication of rapidly dividing cell populations such as 
bone marrow, spermatogonia and germinal layers of skin and gastrointestinal mucosa may have additive tox¬ 
icity when administered concomitantly with ganciclovir. Therefore, drugs such hs dapsone, pentamidine, 
flucytosine, vincristine, vinblastine, adriamycin, amphotericin B, trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole combina¬ 
tions or other nucleoside analogues, should be considered for concomitant use with-ganciclovir only if the 
potential benefits are judged to outweigh the risks. 

No formal drug interaction studies of CYTOVENE-IV solution or CYTOVENE and drugs commonly used in 
transplant recipients have been conducted. Increases in serum creatinine were observed in patients treated 
with CYTOVENE-IV plus either cyclosporine or amphotericin B, drugs with known potential for nephrotoxicity 
(see ADVERSE EVENTS section). 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis': Ganciclovir was carcinogenic in the mouse at oral doses of 20 and 1000 
mg/kg/day (approximately 0.1 x and 1.4x, respectively, the mean drug exposure in humans following the rec¬ 
ommended intravenous dose of 5 mg/kg, based on area under the plasma concentration curve [AUCj com¬ 
parisons). At the dose of 1000 mg/kg/day there was a significant increase in the incidence of tumors of the 
preputial gland in males, forestomach (nonglandulaY mucosa) in males and females, and reproducfive tis¬ 
sues (ovaries, uterus, mammary gland, clitoral gland and vagina) and liver in females. At the dose of 20 
mg/kg/day, a slightly increased incidence of tumors was noted in the preputial and harderian glands in males, 
forestomach in males and females, and liver in females. No carcinogenic effect was observed in mice admin¬ 
istered ganciclovir at 1 mg/kg/day (estimated as 0.01 x the human dose based on AUC comparison). Except 
for histiocytic sarcoma of the liver, ganciclovir-induced tumors were generally of epithelial or vascular origin. 
Although the preputial and clitoral glands, forestomach and harderian glands of mice do not have human 
counterparts, ganciclovir should be considered a potential carcinogen in humans. 

Ganciclovir increased mutations in mouse lymphoma cells and DNA damage in human lymphocytes in vitro 
at concerftrations between 50 to 500 and 250 to 2000 pg/mL, respectively. In the mouse micronucleus assay, 
ganciclovir was clastogenic at doses of 150 and 500 mg/kg (IV) (2.8 to lOx human exposure based on AUC) 
but not 50 mg/kg (exposure approximately comparable to the human based on AUC). Ganciclovir was not 
mutagenic in the Ames Salmonella assay at concentrations of 500 to 5000 pg/mL. 

Impairment of Fertility': Ganciclovir caused decreased mating behavior, decreased fertility, and an 
increased incidence of embryolethality in female mice following intravenous doses of 90 mg/kg/day (approxi¬ 
mately 1 7x the mean drug exposure in humans following the dose of 5 mg/kg, based on AUC comparisons). 
Ganciclovir caused decreased fertility in male mice and hypospermatogenesis in mice and dogs following 
daily oral or intravenous administration of doses ranging from 0.2 to 10 mg/kg. Systemic drug exposure 
(AUC) at the lowest dose showing toxicity in each species ranged from 0.03 to 0.1 x the AUC of the recom¬ 
mended human Intravenous dose. 

Pregnancy: Category C': Ganciclovir has been shown to be embryotoxic in rabbits and mice following 
intravenous administration and teratogenic in rabbits. Fetal resorptions were present in at least 85% of rab¬ 
bits and mice administered 60 mg/kg/day and 108 mg/kg/day (2x the human exposure based on AUC com¬ 
parisons), respectively. Effects observed in rabbits included: fetal growth retardation, embryolethality, ter¬ 
atogenicity and/or maternal toxicity. Teratogenic changes included cleft palate, anophthalmia/microph¬ 
thalmia, aplastic organs (kidney and pancreas), hydrocephaly and brachygnathia. In mice, effects observed 
were maternal/fetal toxicity and embryolethality. 

Daily intravenous doses of 90 mg/kg administered to female mice prior to mating, during gestation, and dur¬ 
ing lactation caused hypoplasia of the testes and seminal vesicles in the month-old male offspring, as well as 
pathologic changes in the nonglandular region of the stomach (see Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis subsec¬ 
tion). The drug exposure in mice as estimated by the AUC was approximately 1 7x the human AUC. 

Ganciclovir may be teratogenic or embryotoxic at dose levels recommended for human use. There are no 
adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE should be used dur¬ 
ing pregnancy only if the potential benefits justify the potential risk to the fetus. 

'Footnote: All dose comparisons presented in the Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility and 
Pregnancy subsections are based on the human AUC following administration of a single 5 mg/kg intra¬ 
venous infusion of CYTOVENE-IV as used during the maintenance phase of treatment. Compared with the 
single 5 mg/kg intravenous infusion, human exposure is doubled during the intravenous induction phase (5 
mg/kg bid) and approximately halved during maintenance treatment with CYTOVENE capsules (1000 mg tid). 
The cross-species dose comparisons should be divided by 2 for intravenous induction treatment with 
CYTOVENE-IV and multiplied by 2 for CYTOVENE capsules. 

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether ganciclovir is excreted in human milk. However, many drugs are 
excreted in human milk and, because carcinogenic and teratogenic effects occurred in animals treated with 
ganciclovir, the possibility of serious adverse reactions from ganciclovir in nursing infants is considered 
likely (see Pregnancy: Category C section). Mothers should be instructed to discontinue nursing if they are 
receiving CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE. The minimum interval before nursing can safely be resumed after the 
last dose of CYTOVENE-IV or CYTOVENE is unknown. 

Pediatric Use: SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF CYTOVENE-IV AND CYTOVENE IN CHILDREN HAVE NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. THE USE OF CYTOVENE-IV OR CYTOVENE IN CHILDREN WARRANTS EXTREME CAUTION 
DUE TO THE PROBABILITY OF LONG-TERM CARCINOGENICITY AND REPRODUCTIVE TOXICITY ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION TO CHILDREN SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN ONLY AFTER CAREFUL EVALUATION AND ONLY IF 
THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF TREATMENT OUTWEIGH THE RISKS. 

The spectrum of adverse events reported in 120 immunocompromised pediatric clinical trial participants with 
serious CMV infections receiving CYTOVENE-IV solution were similar to those reported in adults. 
Granulocytopenia (17%) and thrombocytopenia (10%) were the most common adverse events reported. 
Sixteen children (8 months to 15 years of age) with life- or sight-threatening CMV infections were evaluated 
in an open-label CYTOVENE-IV solution pharmacokinetics study. Adverse events reported for more than 1 
child were as follows: hypokalemia (4/16,25%), abnormal kidney function (3/16,19%), sepsis (3/16,19%), 
thrombocytopenia (3/16, 19%), leukopenia (2/16,13%), coagulation disorder (2/16,13%), hypertension 
(2/16,13%), pneumonia (2/16,13%) and immune system disorder (2/16,13%). 

There has been very limited clinical experience using CYTOVENE-IV for the treatment of CMV retinitis in 
patients under the age of 12 years. Two children (ages 9 and 5 years) showed improvement or stabilization of 
retinitis for 23 and 9 months, respectively. These children received induction treatment with 2.5 mg/kg tid 
followed by maintenance therapy with 6 to 6,5 mg/kg once per day, 5 to 7 days per week. When retinitis pro- 
ressed during once-daily maintenance therapy, both children were treated with the 5 mg/kg bid regimen, 
wo other children (ages 2.5 and 4 years) who received similar induction regimens showed only partial or no 
response to treatment. Another child, a 6-year-old with T-cell dysfunction, showed stabilization of retinitis for 
3 months while receiving continuous infusions of CYTOVENE-IV at doses of 2 to 5 mg/kg/24 hours. 
Continuous infusion treatment was discontinued due to granulocytopenia. 

Eleven of the 72 patients in the placebo-controlled trial in bone marrow transplant recipients were children, 
ranging from 3 to 10 years of age (5 treated with CYTOVENE-IV and 6 with placebo). Five of the pediatric 
patients treated with CYTOVENE-IV received 5 mg/kg intravenously bid for up to 7 days; 4 patients went on to 
receive 5 mg/kg qd up to day 100 post-transplant. Results were similar to those observed in adult transplant 
recipients treated with CYTOVENE-IV. Two of the 6 placebo-treated pediatric patients developed CMV pneu¬ 
monia, versus none of the 5 patients treated with CYTOVENE-IV. The spectrum of adverse events in the pedi¬ 
atric group was similar to that observed in the adult patients. 

CYTOVENE capsules have not been studied in children under age 13. 

Use in Patients with Renal Impairment: CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE should be used with caution in 
patients with impaired renal function because the half-life and plasma/serum concentrations of ganciclovir 
will be increased due to reduced renal clearance (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION .and ADVERSE 
EVENTS: Renal Toxicity sections). 

Hemodialysis has been shown to reduce plasma levels of ganciclovir by approximately 50%. 

Use in Elderly Patients: The pharmacokinetic profiles of CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE in elderly patients 
have not been established. Since elderly individuals frequently have a reduced glomerular filtration rate, par¬ 
ticular attention should be paid to assessing renal function before and during administration of CYTOVENE-IV 
or CYTOVENE (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION section). 

ADVERSE EVENTS: Adverse events that occurred during clinical trials of CYTOVENE-IV solution and 
CYTOVENE capsules are summarized below, according to the participating study subject population. 

Subjects with AIDS: Three controlled, randomized, phase 3 trials comparing CYTOVENE-IV and CYTOVENE 
capsules for maintenance treatment of CMV retinitis have been completed. During these trials, CYTOVENE- 
IV or CYTOVENE capsules were prematurely discontinued in 9% of subjects because of adverse events, new 
or worsening intercurrent illnesses, or laboratory abnormalities. In a placebo-controlled, randomized, phase 
3 trial of CYTOVENE capsules for prevention of CMV disease in AIDS, treatment was prematurely discontin¬ 
ued because of adverse events, new or worsening intercurrent illness, or laboratory abnormalities in 19.5% 
of subjects treated with CYTOVENE capsules and 16% of subjects receiving placebo. Laboratory data and 
adverse events reported during the conduct of these controlled trials are summarized on next page. 


THE CLINICAL TOXICITY OF CYTOVENE AND CYTOVENE-IV INCLUDES GRANULOCYTOPENIA, ANEMIA 
AND THROMBOCYTOPENIA. IN ANIMAL STUDIES GANCICLOVIR WAS CARCINOGENIC, TERATOGENIC 
AND CAUSED ASPERMATOGENESIS. 

CYTOVENE-IV IS INDICATED FOR USE ONLY IN THE TREATMENT OF CYTOMEGALOVIRUS (CMV) 
RETINITIS IN IMMUNOCOMPROMISED PATIENTS AND FOR THE PREVENTION OF CMV OISEASE IN 
TRANSPLANT PATIENTS AT RISK FOR CMV DISEASE. 

CYTOVENE CAPSULES ARE INDICATED ONLY FOR PREVENTION OF CMV DISEASE IN PATIENTS WITH 
ADVANCED HIV INFECTION AT RISK FOR CMV DISEASE, AND FOR MAINTENANCE TREATMENT OF CMV 
RETINITIS IN IMMUNOCOMPROMISED PATIENTS (see INDICATIONS AND USAGE section in complete 
product information). 

BECAUSE CYTOVENE CAPSULES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH A RISK OF MORE RAPIO RATE OF CMV 
RETINITIS PROGRESSION, THEY SHOULD BE USED AS MAINTENANCE TREATMENT ONLY IN THOSE 
PATIENTS FOR WHOM THIS RISK IS BALANCED BY THE BENEFIT ASSOCIATED WITH AVOIDING DAILY 
INTRAVENOUS INFUSIONS. 
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By Appointment 

4128 • 18th Street • San Francisco • 415-863-9255 
1124 • B Street • Petaluma • 707-762-3600 


Personal & Cosmetic Dentistry 






William Owen, Jr., M.D, 


Gay Health Care Since 1979 

Board Certified ❖ Primary Care 
HIV/AIDS Care ❖ Second Opinions 

Early AM, Evening 
and Same Day Appointments 

Jf 415.861.2400 

irlP&t., Ste. 402 SF at Davies Medical Ctr. 


Cathedral Hill 
Chiropractic 
Clinic 

771-5595 

Call For Free Consultation 

Dr. Philip DelPozzo Dr. Thomas Carlbert 


NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL 

$35 introductory Examination & Treatment 
(including one x-ray) 


1115 Geary Blvd. (between Van Ness & Franklin) 


Mark Denzin, LAc. 

Licensed Acupuncturist 
Physician of Chinese Medicine 
415 * 252*9040 
•HIV/Chronic Pain/Quit Smoking 
•Work Comp/Pers. Injury 


A family practice for gay men, women & friends who 
value privacy & professional, individualized treatment 


I TAKE THAT STEP TOWARDS FEELING BETTER 


Massage • Acupuncture • Herbal Therapy 

Call us today at 415/252-8711 

We specialize in treatments for: HIV/AIDS, Stress, Colds, 
Women’s Health, Aches and Pains, Food 
I Allergies, Detox/Stop Smoking, ttlOBfl/ I 

Sleeping Disorders, and 
I Auto-Immune Disorders. 


IMMUNE ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 


ACUPUNCTURE 


3450 16th Street; San Francisco, CA 94114; http://www.creative.net/-iep 


This Program is funded in part by the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health, City and County of San Francisco in conjunction with the U.S. Health 
Resourses and Services Administration. 



(T CELLS less than 1 50) 

$410 for 5 semen specimens 

6 week study of potential 
new therapy for CMV 


Eileen Glutzer, RN 
HIV Research Mount Zion/UCSF 
476-6356 



Steven Deeks (I) listens to G'Dali Braverman speak at the Women and HIV Conference. 


Conference focuses 
on clinical issues for 
women with HIV 


by Liz Highleyman 


he morning plenary session 
, of the 5th Annual Women 
I! and HIV conference on Fri¬ 
day, December 30 focused on 
clinical issues relevant to women 
with HIV and AIDS. Although 
HIV-related illnesses and treat¬ 
ment are largely similar for 
women and men in biological 
terms, HIV-positive women often 
must deal with additional issues 
related to poverty, mental health, 
substance use, children, and lack 
of access to information and ap¬ 
propriate medical care. 

Concerning manifestations of 
HIV disease specific to women, 
Abner Korn, MD of UCSF and San 
Francisco General Hospital talked 
about cervical dysplasia and can¬ 
cer. Women with HIV have a five¬ 
fold risk of developing cervical 
dysplasia compared to HlV-nega- 
tive women, and among women 
with AIDS the risk is even higher. 
Although cervical dysplasia is 
common among all women, the 
condition may be more aggressive, 
progress more rapidly, recur more 
often, and be harder to treat in 
women with HIV. Korn (and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) recommends that 
HIV positive women receive a pap 
smear at least annually (many rec¬ 
ommend every six months). How¬ 
ever, because pap smears are not 
able to detect all cases of dysplasia, 
a procedure called a colposcopy - 
in which a high-powered micro¬ 
scope is used to view the cervix - 
is also often suggested. 

Early stage cervical dysplasia 
may be treated by freezing the 
atypical cells or burning them 
with a laser; in many cases, the 
condition resolves spontaneously. 
A study is now enrolling at SFGH 
that will look at Accutane (most 
well known as an acne medica¬ 
tion) as a non-surgical treatment. 
Korn emphasized that for HIV 
positive women, the issue is ongo¬ 
ing management of cervical dys¬ 
plasia, rather than a cure. 

Microbicide update 

Priscilla Abercrombie, also of 
UCSF/SFGH, discussed the devel¬ 
opment of new intravaginal mi- 
crobicides to prevent the trans¬ 
mission of HIV and other sexual¬ 


ly transmitted diseases (STDs). 
She emphasized the need for a 
woman-controlled method that 
can be used without the knowl¬ 
edge or consent of partners. (Al¬ 
though the use of microbicidal lu¬ 
bricants is also of interest to gay 
male “bottoms,” current microbi¬ 
cide research is concentrated 
heavily on vaginal, rather than 
anal, applications.) Nonoxyol-9 
(N-9) is the most widely available 
microbicide/spermicide in the 
U.S. The main drawback of N-9 is 
that it can cause vaginal irritation, 
which may facilitate the transmis¬ 
sion of HIV and STDs. 

An international working 
group has formed to promote mi¬ 
crobicide research, and Health 
and Human Services Director 
Donna Shalala announced this 
summer that the U.S. would de¬ 
vote $100 million to this effort. 
Agents currently under study in¬ 
clude citric acid and the antibiot¬ 
ic gramicidin. In terms of contra¬ 
ception, Abercrombie noted that 
hormonal contraceptives (such as 
oral and injectable methods) may 
have an effect on the transmission 
of HIV - both to and from a 
woman - and susceptibility to 
other infections. 

Finally, Abercrombie empha¬ 
sized the need for microbicides that 
can be used anally by women and 
men, and for “morning after” pro¬ 
phylactic methods that can be used 
following unprotected intercourse. 

Women and proteases 

The new protease inhibitor 
drugs have made a big splash in 
the media and have had a major 
effect on the lives of many people 
with HIV/AIDS. As yet, however, 
there is little information about 
how these drugs specifically affect 
women. While acknowledging 
that he could not offer facts about 
how these drugs affect oral con¬ 
traceptive use, vaginal viral load, 
or perinatal transmission, G’dali 
Braverman, a treatment educator 
with the Asian/Pacific Islander 
Wellness Center, did offer infor¬ 
mation about how the drugs work 
and how treatment can be made 
easier for women with HIV. Using 
a crumpled tissue, Braverman 
demonstrated how the nucleoside 
analog drugs “keep HIV from 
going into a cell” (by disrupting 
replication of the virus’ genetic 


material), while the protease in¬ 
hibitor drugs “keep HIV from 
coming out of a cell” (by interfer¬ 
ing with the building of new 
progeny virus). 

Citing his own difficulties with 
drug side effects, Braverman dis¬ 
cussed how women and their 
healthcare providers could make 
the best personalized treatment 
decisions, noting that the most 
potent drug may not be the most 
appropriate drug for every per¬ 
son’s lifestyle. The protease in¬ 
hibitor drugs must be taken on a 
strict schedule, have varying food 
requirements, and may need to be 
refrigerated. Braverman suggest¬ 
ed doing a “trial run” by taking 
empty gel caps to find out if one 
can stick to a regimen. He ac¬ 
knowledged that there may be dif¬ 
ficult trade-offs involved in taking 
a drug that is decreasing viral load 
and increasing T-cells, while at the 
same time causing side effects that 
diminish quality of life. 

He also noted that there is an 
ongoing debate about whether to 
“hit early and hit hard” at the risk 
of “burning bridges” that may be 
needed later. Braverman empha¬ 
sized that new combinations may 
render old drugs effective again, 
and that new drugs coming down 
the research pipeline will give 
people with HIV more options. 
He urged women not to be pre¬ 
maturely discouraged thinking 
that they have exhausted all their 
treatment avenues. 

Claire Brokart, NP acknowl¬ 
edged the concern some women 
have that they will “screw them¬ 
selves out of” a beneficial drug be¬ 
cause they are unable to use it cor¬ 
rectly. 

She pointed out that for some 
women, issues of recovery, hous¬ 
ing, and mental health may be 
priorities that must be dealt with 
before starting a complex antivi¬ 
ral regimen. Steven Deeks, MD 
noted that initial drug studies are 
done in “highly complaint, moti¬ 
vated patients with no other is¬ 
sues in their lives.” Braverman en¬ 
couraged women to explore alter¬ 
native therapies to fortify their 
bodies against the side effects of 
combination antiviral drugs, and 
emphasized that “mental readi¬ 
ness may be the most important 
component” of successful treat¬ 
ment. T 
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Youth/HIV session issues: sexual 
identity, self-esteem, medical pot 


by Leslie Hanna 


v break-out session at the 
Fifth Annual Women and 
HIV Conference on January 
31 addressed the HIV-related 
concerns of youth. The “Youth Is¬ 
sues” session was moderated by 
Julie Graham, MFCC, founder of 
Bay Area Young Positives (BAY 
Positives), an agency that provides 
peer-based emotional support 
and advocacy for HIV positive 
youth up to 26 years of age. The 
session provided a forum for re¬ 
lating the personal experiences of 
HIV-positive young women and 
people working with youth. 

Erica Monasterio, NP of UCSF 
discussed clinical issues relating to 
young women with HIV. In a brief 
review of epidemiology and 
transmission, she noted that the 
male-to-female ratio for positive 
youth continues to shrink. In 
1992, the ratio was three young 
men to one young woman with 
HIV; by June 1996, the ratio had 
fallen to 1.8 men to one woman. 
Young women - particularly 
young women of color, who ac¬ 
count for 80% of young women 
with AIDS - are at ever-increasing 
risk for HIV transmission, partic¬ 
ularly due to heterosexual trans¬ 
mission. Monasterio emphasized 
that healthcare professionals must 
be educated to recognize risk in 
young women. 

“The concept of risk for young 
women needs to be broadened,” 
she said. “There is nothing that 
makes young women at risk stand 
out, other than the same red flags 
that put young women at risk for 
pregnancy or other STDs.” 

Monasterio noted that little is 
known about HIV risk and 
transmission for lesbian-identi¬ 
fied young women, wryly observ¬ 
ing that research has yet to ad¬ 
dress these issues among women 
as a whole. She added that a re¬ 
ported 80% of lesbians have had 
sexual contact with men at some 
point in their lives, usually as 
young women. This probably 
holds true for young, sexually ac¬ 
tive lesbians today, she said. 
“With more and more gay and 
lesbian youth being out, and a 
high degree of social contact be¬ 
tween males and females, there 
are undoubtedly young lesbians 
who have sex with young men, 
men who may themselves be at 
elevated risk for HIV.” 

Monasterio concluded that “it 
is critical to talk with youth about 
sexual practices, not just sexual 
identity, and to talk about reduc¬ 
ing risk relative to behaviors.” 

Other special HIV treatment 
issues for young women relate to 
physiological and psychological 
factors. For example, the linings 
of the genital tract in young 
women are not fully mature, 
which is one reason why the high¬ 
est rates of pelvic inflammatory 
disease are seen in young women. 
Young women also tend to be at 
elevated risk for cancer-like tissue 
changes of the genitalia (multifo¬ 
cal genital neoplasia, usually relat¬ 
ed to human papillomavirus in¬ 
fection). At a minimum, young 
women with HIV should receive 
pap smears and colposcopy mon¬ 
itoring exams every six months. 

Psychological issues include 
those related to developmental 
stage (is the young woman still a 
dependent living at home?), to fu¬ 
ture thinking and planning (col¬ 


lege, career, family), and to com¬ 
pliance with HIV treatment. The 
developmental issues that adoles¬ 
cents struggle with are exacerbat¬ 
ed by having a chronic, life- 
threatening disease. Young people 
are forced to deal with a health¬ 
care system - and, often, a family 
system altered by HIV - for which 
they are not prepared. While 
adults also have difficulty adher¬ 
ing to demanding antiviral drug 
regimens, young women in par¬ 
ticular may benefit from “devel- 
opmentally appropriate” adher¬ 
ence counseling. “Adhering to a 
treatment regimen is a different 
story for a 13-year-old compared 
to a 15-year-old, and different 
again for a 19- or 23-year-old,” ac¬ 
cording to Monasterio. 

Monasterio concluded by stress¬ 
ing the importance of individual¬ 
ized care that takes into account de¬ 
velopmental stage, HIV disease 
stage, coping skills, and continuing 
risk behaviors. She stressed devel¬ 


opment stage over chronological 
age, and recommended that health¬ 
care providers regard youths as 
“partners in planning.” 

Peer group success 

Nancy Rubin, a teacher at Sir 
Francis Drake High School in 
Marin, detailed her experience 


working in HIV prevention with 
high school youth. What succeeds 
most with her students is to bring 
in peer advocates, or youth living 
with HIV. “Every once in a while,” 
she said, “I’ll run into former stu¬ 
dents. After we chat and catch up, 
they almost always ask, ‘And how 
is so-and-so? Is s/he still alive?’ My 


students really relate to and learn 
from the guest speakers. Meeting 
and listening to their peers breaks 
down their prejudices or expecta¬ 
tions about what a person with 
AIDS looks like, thinks like, is.” 

Finally, two young women liv¬ 
ing with HIV eloquently described 
their experiences. Although their 


stories differed in the details - one 
woman named her nuclear family 
as her single and most valuable 
post-diagnosis source of support, 
while the other described her for¬ 
mer life as a reckless “party girl” - 
both emphatically stated their be¬ 
lief that low self-esteem played a 
huge role in the behaviors that put 


them at risk for HIV. Both stated 
that the desire to promote self-es¬ 
teem and positive self-regard in 
young people motivates the pub¬ 
lic speaking and peer advocacy 
they do at schools ranging from 
Stanford University to local ele¬ 
mentary schools. 

A question about medical 
marijuana prompted one of the 
panelists to state that smoking al¬ 
lows her to comply with her an¬ 
tiviral regimen, which includes 
Crixivan, Merck’s protease in¬ 
hibitor. The nausea and vomiting 
that Crixivan causes reduces her 
quality of life so much that she 
wouldn’t continue-taking it, if not 
for medical marijuana. She added 
that she does not smoke marijua¬ 
na recreationally. Another panelist 
said she does not use medical 
marijuana herself because of her 
history of substance use, but she 
firmly supports its use for anyone 
with a medical condition who 
benefits from it. ▼ 
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“The concept of risk for young 
women needs to be broadened 

— Erica Monasterio, NP of UCSF 
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Women and HIV attendees 
discuss harm reduction 


by Liz Highleyman 


' he philosophy of harm re¬ 
duction has gained greater 
attention as the failure of 
abolitionist anti-drug policies be¬ 
comes ever more apparent. Many 
attendees at the Women and HIV 
Conference held last week took 
part in a break-out session on 
harm reduction, making it one of 
the most well-attended sessions of 
the conference. 

Harm reduction, broadly de¬ 
fined, refers to attempts to reduce 
the harm caused by an activity - 
particularly <lrug use - without 
necessarily demanding a reduc¬ 
tion in that activity. The idea is to 
separate the activity itself from 
the harm related to that activity. 
Rather than trying to stop drug 
use, harm reductionists instead 
seek to reduce drug-related harm 
to individuals, communities, and 
society. The most well-known ex¬ 
ample of harm reduction is nee¬ 
dle exchange, which seeks to pre¬ 
vent the transmission of HIV 
among injection drug users, their 
sex partners, and their children. 

Sara Kershnar, of the Harm 
Reduction Coalition in Oakland, 
provided background on the 
harm reduction philosophy as it 
relates to women, drug use, and 
HIV. Kershnar noted that - as is 
the case with safer sex - women 


may not have the power within 
their relationships to insist on 
safer drug use. Female junkies in 
our society face a great deal of 
stigma, including the belief that 
they are vectors of HIV transmis¬ 
sion to children and to the lesbian 
community. The use of mood-al¬ 
tering substances and the need to 
exchange sex for drugs or money 
may interfere with both safer sex 
and safer drug use. 

Kershnar addressed some of 
the myths about harm reduction. 
Within the harm reduction para¬ 
digm, a person’s decision to use 
drugs is accepted as fact (often ex¬ 
pressed as “meeting the user 
where they’re at”), but this does 
not imply approval of the deci¬ 
sion. A drug user is treated with 
dignity as a normal person; by the 
same token, there is an expecta¬ 
tion that the user will behave nor¬ 
mally, that is, in a responsible and 
non-violent manner. The harm 
reduction philosophy does not at¬ 
tempt to excuse, minimize, or ig¬ 
nore the harm done to individu¬ 
als, families, and communities by 
drug use, but does attempt to re¬ 
duce that harm by whatever 
means are available. 

Kershnar called attention to 
the fallacy that abstinence-based 
drug treatment models and harm 
reduction strategies are necessar¬ 
ily in opposition; in reality, the 
two philosophies are on a contin- 
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Pat Norman, Pat Franks, Laura Thomas and other panel members field audience queries at the conference. 


uum. Successful harm reduction 
efforts often prove to be a vital 
first step toward a reduction in 
drug use and eventual abstinence. 
Kershnar concluded by noting 
that drug use serves a purpose in 
people’s lives; for many women, 
drugs are a way to cope with vio¬ 
lence and sexual abuse. This cop¬ 
ing mechanism cannot be taken 
away until people are able to de¬ 
velop other strategies. 

Judy Greenspan, of Catholic 
Charities of the Easy Bay, dis¬ 


cussed harm reduction in relation 
to women with HIV in prison. As 
a prison activist, Greenspan has 
advocated for the compassionate 
release of women with AIDS. She 
believes that “harm reduction 
does not work in prisons, which 
are one of the most harmful set¬ 
tings known.” With rare excep¬ 
tions, prisons do not allow harm 
reduction tools such as clean nee¬ 
dles, bleach, and safer sex sup¬ 
plies. Noting that 80% of women 
in prison have been convicted of 


non-violent crimes and have a 
drug use history, Greenspan stat¬ 
ed her belief that harm reduction 
for women prisoners “would in¬ 
volve eliminating incarceration” 
and instituting positive drug 
treatment programs. 

Given that HIV-positive 
women in prison face discrimina¬ 
tion and poor medical care, harm 
reduction in prison means advo¬ 
cating for prisoners’ rights. 
Greenspan cited the benefits of 
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Transgenders’ obstacles in HIV treatment 


by Cynthia Laird 


I mmediately after the young 
woman tested positive for HIV 
in 1993, her self-esteem plum¬ 
meted and she turned to drugs as a 
means of escape. In 1995 she de¬ 
cided to seek help and went into a 
90-day program for substance 
abuse. But the problem was that 
HIV issues were not addressed; nor 
was another matter addressed - her 
transition from a man to a woman: 
she was transgendered. 

The woman’s story was just 
one of several heard by those who 
attended the transgender session 
at the fifth annual Women and 
HIV Conference January 30. The 


panelists talked frankly about 
their lives and the frustration that 
has resulted from being denied 
HIV services because they’re 
transgendered. 

Things are changing, however, 
as more HIV/AIDS service orga¬ 
nizations begin to address the 
unique needs of the transgender 
community. 

Dr. Barry Zevin, medical di¬ 
rector at the Tom Waddell Health 
Center (part of the city’s Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health), said he 
has TGT, or Transgender Tues¬ 
days, a clinic for those individuals. 
It has been operating for just over 
three years. 

“My first observation was that 
these people were really sick,” 


HIV-positive sex 
workers a topic 
at Women and 
HIV Conference 


by Leslie Hanna 


t the Fifth Annual Women 
and HIV Conference held 
last week, a break-out ses¬ 
sion entitled “Sex after HIV” was 
devoted to myriad issues revolv¬ 
ing around HIV and sexuality. 
The panelists included women 
living with HIV/AIDS, sex work¬ 
ers, and a psychologist. In a 
“break-out within a break-out,” 
Carol Leigh and Victoria Schnei¬ 
der of the Coalition on Prostitu¬ 
tion/Prostitute’s Education Net¬ 
work spoke about HIV, sex work, 
and the legal system. 

Leigh, an activist and a prosti¬ 
tute for 18 years, opened by ask¬ 
ing, “Did you know that in Cali¬ 
fornia, if you’re HIV-positive and 
do a hand job, it’s a felony?” Legal¬ 
ly, prostitution is loosely defined 
as contact between the mouth, 
hands, breast, or genitals of one 
person and those of another. Cur¬ 
rently, the felony charge for HIV¬ 
positive prostitutes - known as a 
647f in California - is the law in 
28 states. 

“Did you know that, if you’re 
convicted of prostitution, HIV 
testing is mandatory?” Mandato¬ 
ry HIV testing for convicted pros¬ 
titutes was promoted by Willie 
Brown, “who, embroiled in a 
power struggle in the state assem¬ 
bly, ignored the recommenda¬ 
tions of health advocates and ex¬ 
perts and passed it anyway.” 

Since these laws passed in Cal¬ 
ifornia, Leigh said, there have 
been about 250 prostitution ar¬ 
rests, compared to 15-25 before 
that time. Currently, a charge of 
felony prostitution applies to 
those convicted of either pimping 
or prostituting. Leigh wants advo¬ 
cates to pressure the state to sepa¬ 
rate 647f convictions from pimp¬ 
ing, in order to accurately and cat¬ 
egorically track 647f felony con¬ 
victions. 

“In one year in San Francisco, 
17 people were prosecuted under 
647f. Twenty-five percent of 
women with long-term jail sen¬ 
tences in San Francisco are there 
for prostitution. That’s long-term 


jail - the numbers go way up for 
short-term incarceration. Seventy 
percent of women in prison were 
first jailed for prostitution.” 

The city of San Francisco annu¬ 
ally budgets $363,000 for HIV test¬ 
ing. Of the 300-400 people tested 
each year, the majority are female. 
“You have a system that places 
women in jail who have known, 
positive HIV test results, but that 
fails to provide any treatment.” 

Victoria Schneider said to the 
largely female audience, “If you 
have sex, and you’re HIV-positive, 
take note: from 1994 through 
1996, only seven men were tested 
by the forensic system.” 

‘That’s the way it is’ 

Leigh supports a community¬ 
building model for peer educa¬ 
tion of sex workers. This would 
entail hiring HIV-positive per¬ 
sons, sex workers, and substance 
users, and training them as pro¬ 
ject directors and consultants to 
agencies that serve sex workers. 

“Until agency workers and so¬ 
cial workers get behind this 
model, an ‘us versus them’ atti¬ 
tude will prevail toward clients 
who are sex workers,” she predict¬ 
ed, “taking us the wrong way 
down a continuum of marginal¬ 
ization and criminalization.” 

The “us vs. them” attitude also 
impedes the development of 
healthy attitudes and behaviors 
(physical, emotional, mental, or 
sexual) in the HIV-positive clients 
of social and medical services. “It 
doesn’t work for HIV-positive 
clients seeking support from a 
provider to have that provider 
look at them blankly as they talk, 
for example, about how much 
they miss unprotected oral sex, 
and then say, ‘Yeah, well, that’s the 
way it is now. It’s that or death - 
that’s the deal.’” 

Leigh and Scheider called for 
social workers and others working 
with HIV-positive people to rec¬ 
ognize the validity of their clients’ 
feelings of loss, for example of sex¬ 
ual activities and repertoires no 
longer sanctioned, and of the in¬ 
herent difficulties involved in on¬ 
going sexual decision-making. ▼ 


Zevin said, referring to the early 
days of the transgender clinic. 
“Now we are seeing people earlier 
in the disease.” 

One common issue that arises, 
Zevin said, concerns hormone 
treatment, something most male- 
to-female (MTF) and female-to- 
male (FTM) transgender people 
experience. Zevin said there are in¬ 
teractions between AIDS drugs 
and hormones, but he hasn’t seen 
them to be significant and wishes 
there were more research available. 

Kiki Whitlock, with the 


Asian/Pacific Islander Wellness 
Center, and a transgender rights 
activist, said that the AIDS Office 
is going to be doing a study that 
will include seroprevalence data 
on transgenders. About 500 par¬ 
ticipants - ideally half MTF and 
half FTM - will be needed for the 
study that is expected to get start¬ 
ed this spring. 

“We want as much diversity as 
possible,” Whitlock said of the 
sample group. 

Andrea Pasillas, with Haight- 
Ashbury Free Clinic, Inc., and a 


Latina MTF, told the audience she 
had to utilize the city’s Human 
Rights Commission when she 
filed a complaint against a poten¬ 
tial employer who did not hire her. 

“We are a forgotten communi¬ 
ty and a forgotten target popula¬ 
tion,” said Pasillas. “The gay white 
males get most of the money, the 
women get the leftovers, and trans¬ 
gender women get the crumbs. 

“Women have the glass ceil¬ 
ing,” Pasillas added. “We’re trying 
to get out of the concrete base¬ 
ment.” ▼ 



Conference klatch: (I to r) Cecelia Chung, Kiki Whitlock and Andrea Pasillas discuss transgender issues Jan. 30. 
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First in a series 

Report 
from CR0I 


by the ACT UP/Golden 
Gate Writers Pool 


|P our members of ACT 
UP/Golden Gate attended 
m the 4th Conference on 
Retroviruses and Opportunistic 
Infections in Washington D.C., 
from January 22nd to 26th. This 
conference is particularly impor¬ 
tant because it will be the main 
AIDS-related scientific confer¬ 
ence in 1997. 

In the coming weeks, ACT UP 
members will be reporting on 
what we learned at the confer¬ 
ence. This article covers two new 
drugs discussed at the confer¬ 
ence, and data showing the effect 
of antiviral therapy on oppor¬ 
tunistic infections. 

Abbott’s new 
protease inhibitor 

Drug manufacturer Abbott 
Laboratories presented data on 
two protease inhibitor treatment 
strategies: its heavily promoted 
ritonavir/saquinavir combina¬ 
tion, and a new protease in¬ 
hibitor, ABT-378. ABT-378 is 
claimed to be a potent inhibitor 
of HIV protease, but with a sig¬ 
nificant disadvantage: it must be 
used in combination with riton¬ 
avir. It is also of concern that all 
of the eight abstracts presented at 
the conference regarding ABT- 
378 were presented by company 
officials, not independent re¬ 
searchers. 

Based upon in vitro (test 
tube) data presented at the con¬ 
ference, ABT-378 is a very potent 
inhibitor of the HIV-protease en¬ 
zyme. In one study, ABT-378 was 
shown to be ten-fold more active 
than ritonavir, and 80-fold more 
active than saquinavir or indi¬ 
navir, against wild-type (non¬ 
drug resistant) protease enzyme. 
This difference is even greater 
when ABT-378 is tested against 
the protease enzyme of drug-re¬ 
sistant strains of HIV. 

Based upon this data, the 
company projects that ABT-378 
blood levels, when combined 
with ritonavir (see below), will be 
50 times the amount needed to 
inhibit wild-type virus and ten 
times that needed to inhibit ri¬ 
tonavir-resistant virus. Because 
ABT-378’s projected blood levels 
are so high, Abbott is attempting 
to develop a formulation that can 
be taken once or twice a day. 

According to company offi¬ 
cials, ABT-378 was specifically 
designed to bind to and inhibit 
HIV-protease in such a way as to 
avoid interacting with a part of 
the protease enzyme called Va¬ 
line-82, which plays an impor¬ 
tant role in the development of 
resistance to protease inhibitors. 
As a result, ABT-378 is very active 
against ritonavir- and indinavir- 
resistant virus, potentially offer¬ 
ing another option for patients 
who have failed these drugs. 

Unsurprisingly, however, the 
virus is also able to develop resis¬ 
tance to ABT-378. According to 
Abbott, ABT-378 resistant virus 
“is partially cross-resistant to ri¬ 
tonavir and indinavir but nearly 
completely sensitive to 
saquinavir.” As a result, patients 
contemplating using ABT-378 
would need to carefully consider 
the possibility that should they 


use ABT-378, and become resis¬ 
tant, they might not be able to 
benefit from these other drugs. 

Based on data presented, 
ABT-378 must be used in combi¬ 
nation with ritonavir in order to 
achieve adequate blood levels. 
According to animal and in vitro 
studies, ABT-378 is removed 
from the body very rapidly by the 
liver and other organs, leading to 
blood levels below that needed to 
suppress HIV. In order to prevent 
this, Abbott is attempting to ex¬ 
ploit a problem which has great¬ 
ly limited ritonavir’s use: riton¬ 
avir inhibits an enzyme called 
CYP3A4, which causes ritonavir 
to interact with many other 
drugs by blocking their removal 
from the body. For some drugs, 
this can cause elevated and po¬ 
tentially unsafe blood levels. Ab¬ 
bott is now attempting to use this 
property of ritonavir to block 
ABT-378’s removal from the 
body in order to elevate its blood 
levels to that necessary to block 
viral replication. 

Because only small amounts 
of ritonavir would be combined 
with ABT-378, the amount of ri¬ 
tonavir present in the blood 
would be below that needed to 
prevent the development of re¬ 
sistance to ritonavir. As a result, 
some activists are concerned that 
this combination would lead to 
the development of virus resis¬ 
tant to ritonavir, and potentially, 
other protease inhibitors. How¬ 
ever, company officials argue that 
ABT-378 would suppress HIV so 
effectively that the virus would be 
unable to mutate around the ri¬ 
tonavir. They also argue that the 
presence of very low amounts of 
ritonavir would not pressure the 
virus to develop ritonavir resis¬ 
tance. 

In addition, company officials 
stated at a community meeting 
that they would only sell ABT- 
378 in the form of capsules con¬ 
taining both ABT-378 and riton¬ 
avir. While they claim that this is 
to prevent misuse (i.e., patients 
achieving inadequate blood lev¬ 
els by using ABT-378 alone), it is 
also clear that Abbott has a com¬ 
pelling business interest in forc¬ 
ing patients to continue to use ri¬ 
tonavir, a drug infamous for its 
side-effects and serious, and in 
some cases, fatal drug interac¬ 
tions. In addition to testing ABT- 
378 with ritonavir, Abbott should 
either test, or make available for 
testing, ABT-378 in combination 
with other antiviral drugs that 
inhibit CYP3A4, such as indi¬ 
navir and delavirdine. 

NNRTIs- Class of their own 

Because of the encouraging 
results that have been achieved 
through the use of protease in¬ 
hibitors, other classes of anti- 
HIV drugs have achieved rela¬ 
tively little attention. However, 
generally encouraging data was 
presented at the conference on 
five non-nucleoside reverse tran¬ 
scriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs): 
nevirapine, delavirdine, loviride, 
DMP 266, and MKC 442. 

Of these drugs, the strongest 
data pertained a study of DMP- 
266, which is manufactured by 
DuPont Merck. In this study, 30 
patients were randomized to re¬ 
ceive either indinavir + DMP-266 
or indinavir + placebo following 
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two weeks of indinavir 
monotherapy. Of the 30, 20 re¬ 
ceived DMP-266, while ten re¬ 
ceived placebo. In order to enter 
the study, patients were required 
to have between 100 and 500 CD4 
count and a viral load greater 
than 20,000, and be protease in¬ 
hibitor- and NNRTI-naive. 

Following 24 weeks of thera¬ 
py, patients receiving combina¬ 
tion therapy had a 2.5 log drop in 
viral load, and 82% had unde¬ 
tectable viral loads. Patients re¬ 
ceiving indinavir with a placebo 
had a 1.4 log drop in viral load, 
and 38% had undetectable 
viral loads. There was an 
average increase of 
approximately 100 
CD4 count in each 
arm. As has been seen 
with other NNRTIs, the 
most common side-effect 
is rash, which occurred in 
eight patients. 

DMP 266 also Fig¬ 
ured prominently in 
another presentation 
(#726) which showed that the 
combination of indinavir and 
DMP 266 significantly reduced 
the amount of HIV found in 
semen. According to one slide, 
“therapy with antiretroviral 
drugs like protease inhibitors 
promptly reduces viral load in 
semen in parallel with that of the 
blood.” 

While this data is encourag¬ 
ing, it does not decrease the need 
for all persons, HIV-infected or 
otherwise, and regardless of 
treatment, to follow safer-sex 
precautions. This is because HIV 
can be transmitted by a single 
HIV-infected cell, and re¬ 
searchers believe that some 
longer-lived cells continue to 
harbor the virus in the presence 
of complete viral suppression. 
Because virus contained in cells 
is not measured by viral load 
tests, even patients with “unde¬ 
tectable” viral loads may be able 
to spread the virus to others. 

Protease inhibitor 
success stories 

One encouraging section of 
the Retroviruses Conference, of¬ 
ficially entitled “Effect of Pro¬ 
tease Inhibitor Therapies on Op¬ 
portunistic Infections,” illustrat¬ 
ed how much - and in some 
cases, how little - Highly Active 
Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART) 
can accomplish. While the dry, 
written record conveys the mes¬ 
sage that these drugs work, this 
section often made its point by 
showing pictures of KS lesions 
disappearing from patients bod¬ 
ies and images of large, ugly le¬ 
sions disappearing from HIV pa¬ 
tient’s brain scans. 

During the conference, ses¬ 
sion after session showed the im¬ 
pact of new anti-viral drugs on 
how HIV-therapy affects both 
HIV and persons with HIV. Re¬ 


searchers now report on the per¬ 
centage of patients with an unde¬ 
tectable viral load and struggle to 
find more sensitive ways to mea¬ 
sure the effect of drugs on the 
virus. Merely showing an in¬ 
crease in CD4 or decrease in viral 
load simply isn’t enough, as re¬ 
searchers measure decreasing 
numbers of virions in the blood 
and tissue. As this section indi¬ 
cates, however, the benefits of an¬ 
tiviral therapy can be seen in a 
more direct, immediate way by 
many patients. 

For example, Brown Univer¬ 
sity researchers reported on four 
patients whose “unbeatable, 
progressive opportunis¬ 
tic infections” resolved 
following the addition 
of protease inhibitors 
(Abstract #355). 
These patients includ¬ 
ed a patient whose in¬ 
tractable wasting re¬ 
solved following the 
addition of indi¬ 
navir (Crixivan) and 
who went on to gain 40 pounds. 
Other success stories included 
patients with cryptosporidiosis, 
PML, and parvovirus B19 infec¬ 
tion. These results led re¬ 
searchers to conclude that “pro¬ 
tease inhibitor therapy may re¬ 
sult in successful treatment of 
previously incurable oppor¬ 
tunistic infections.” 

A study of the effect of triple 
therapy with a protease inhibitor 
on cryptosporidiosis and mi- 
crosporidiosis (Abstract #357) 
found that this led “to the clear¬ 
ance of Cryptosporidium and 
Microsporidium in 85% of the 
cases and is associated with a 
clinical improvement.” These re¬ 
sults are particularly encouraging 
because there is no approved, ef¬ 
fective cure for these infections, 
which can lead to severe debilita¬ 
tion, and in the case of cryp¬ 
tosporidiosis, frequently death. 

Two other abstracts (#351, 
352) found that the initiation of 
HAART can lead to the develop¬ 
ment of fevers and inflammation 
in response to previously unrec¬ 
ognized Mycobacterium Avium 
Complex (MAC) infection. Re¬ 
searchers believe that the use of 
HAART led to development of 
an enhanced immune response 
to the MAC organisms. Since 
MAC generally isn’t found in the 
tissues of healthy persons, this is 
a sign that the immune system is 
returning to normal. 

While HAART can, in some 
instances, lead to dramatic im¬ 
provements in patients with 
AIDS-related maladies, it does 
not appear to be effective in pre¬ 
vention of CMV retinitis. Dr. 
Mark Jacobson of San Francisco 
General Hospital reported (Ab¬ 
stract #353) that patients whose 
CD4 counts increase following 
the initiation of HAART are still 
at risk for CMV retinitis. 



UPdate 


Call the FDA to expand 
treatment options for 
people with AIDS! 

T he Food and Drug Administration is considering whether to 
approve the anti-HIV drug delavirdine (Rescriptor). Delavir- 
dine is an NNRTI that has been shown to reverse AZT resis¬ 
tance, making AZT-resistant virus become susceptible to AZT 
again, and which can be used in combination with protease in¬ 
hibitors. Delavirdine would also provide an important option for 
the increasing number of patients who have foiled, or who cannot 
tolerate, protease inhibitors. 

To support delavirdine’s approval, please contact Richard Klein 
at the FDA’s Office of AIDS and Special Health Issues by E-mail at 
Rklein@bangate.fda.gov, or by telephone at (301) 827-4460. ▼ 


While this condition normal¬ 
ly occurs in patients with CD4 
counts under 50, they reported 
cases in patients whose CD4 
counts were over 200. This trend, 
according to them, “suggests] 
that the immunologic benefits of 
HAART may not fully protect 
against CMV retinitis.” 

These cases illustrate the con¬ 
tinuing debate over the effect of 
HAART on immune function. It 
is far from clear the extent to 
which increased T-cells translate 
into increased immune function. 
While the data presented at the 
conference showed that HAART 
has a positive effect on the im¬ 
mune system, it is unclear 
whether the immune system can 
be fully restored. 

For more information 

Much of the data presented at 
the conference can be accessed 
through the Internet. The “offi¬ 
cial” web-site set up by the con¬ 
ference organizers is located at 
“http://www.retroconference.org 
”, while an unofficial and highly 
recommended site can be found 
at “http://www.healthcg.com”. ▼ 


B-12 vitamin 
deficiency hurts PWAs 

UPI Science News 


N utrition apparently plays an even bigger part in the pro¬ 
gression of AIDS than previously thought. 

A study of 310 gay and bisexual men with the HIV virus 
shows those with a deficiency in vitamin B-12 faced a much 
greater risk of disease progression to AIDS than those with nor¬ 
mal levels. 

The nine-year study of men from Baltimore and Washington, 
DC - which will be reported in the Journal of Nutrition later this 
month - focused on whether vitamin levels affected the time from 
HIV infection to AIDS diagnosis and T-lymphocyte counts. Lym¬ 
phocytes, derived from white blood cells, are the immune system’s 
front-line warriors against infection. 

Lead study author Alice Tang of Johns Hopkins School of Hy¬ 
giene and Public Health in Baltimore said, “Those with low serum 
vitamin B-12 concentrations had an 87 percent increase in risk of 
disease progression to AIDS, compared with those who had ade¬ 
quate levels.” 

The researchers found the AIDS-free time was a median four 
years shorter for the deficient group. 

Megadoses of vitamin supplementation, however, are not rec¬ 
ommended at this point, since there is no evidence of any addi¬ 
tional benefits once the deficiency is corrected. ▼ 


N € (U L C A f! . . . StxviceA "P» * Gut 

GROUPS FOR POSITIVE MEN 


CREATIVE ARTS THERAPY GROUP: 
SEXUAL COMPULSIVITY GROUP: 
HIV POSITIVE GROUP: 

HIV + DROP-IN GROUP: 

COUPLES GROUP: 


Creating Personal Growth. 

Regaining Control. 

Taking the Next Steps in a New World. 
Weekly, Thursdays. 6-7:30. 

For Mixed Antibody-Status Couples. 


All groups are led by psychotherapists. Call Intake Office for Information: 
626-7000 Ext. 113 ❖ Individual therapy also available. 

5»New Leaf also offers other mental health, substance abuse and senior services. •> 

NCCU LCAf (Formerly Operation Concem/18 th St. Services) 

Proudly Serving the Lesbian/Gay/Bi-/Transgender Communities 
1853 Market St. San Francisco, CA 94103 (415) 626-7000 

Funded by tbe SF DPH AIDS Office and HRSA 


HIVCare 


is now screening for a new 


Phase III study of the Glaxo Wellcome 
protease inhibitor 141W94 and nucleoside 
analogue 1592U89. 

Main qualifications for the study are: 

a CD4 count of 50 - 500 
▲ viral load of 500 or greater 
a stable on antiviral combination 
a no past use of other protease inhibitors 


After 8 weeks on study, all participants having two 
viral load tests of 5,000 or greater will be offered both 
1592U89 and 141W94 for the remainder of the study. 

Final study details are still pending Institutional Review 
Committee approval; enrollment should begin in March. 


For more information, please call 
Sher Vieira at (415) 353-6215. 


^rHIVCarel 


Free garage parking is provided. 

Transportation and childcare costs are reimbursable. 

A 

HIVCare is a program of Saint Francis Memorial Hospital and is a member of 
AmFAR's Community Based Clinical Trials Network 
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Pacific Interment Service 


Crematorium ♦ Full Service Mortuary 
World-Wide Shipping ♦ Funeral Yacht Charters 


San Francisco 

2100 Folsom St. 
(415) 431-9940 


Emeiyville 

1094 Yerba Buena 
(510) 450-0187 


CALIFORNIA FUNERAL SERVICE 

Direct Cremation 
$395 Complete 

Large Urn Selection 

Arrangements may be made at home or by mail, if desired 

( 415 ) 647-3900 

1465 Valencia St. (near 26th St.) S.F. 24 Hours 



GREEN STREET MORTUARY 

649 Green Street • San Francisco 

415.4335692 

^ “Quietly Serving Our Community Since 1917” 4 


NEED TO TALK? 

WE RE HERE TO LISTEN. 


AIDS/HIV 

NIGHTLINEI 


FREE, CONFIDENTIAL EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
IN SAN FRANCISCO CALL 434-AIDS 

5 P.M. TO 5 A.M. EVERY NIGHT 




WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

0JL irs tax deduction 

Donate your car, boat, truck or R.V. 
Get high book value, running or not 
Free Towing! 

We accept in any condition 

Benefits Shanti Project 

Thank You Very Much! 

1-800-344-1 186 



reaReporter 


Be assured of getting a copy of the Bay Area Reporter 
every week by having it delivered right to your mailbox! 


PAYMENT 

□ Check or Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

POSTAGE FEES 

□ 3 months, 13 issues: $35.00 

□ 6 months, 26 issues: $65.00 

□ One year, 52 issues: $125.00 

Non-refundable postage fees. Domestic rates 
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CREDIT CARD INFO: 
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MAIL TO: Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth St., San Francisco, CA 94103 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capital fza- 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. 

Deadline for all obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m. 


Thor Butkus 

March 24, 1965 - Oct. 22,1996 


Thor Butkus, 

31, died October 
22,1996. Thor was 
born in Washing¬ 
ton state, spent sev¬ 
eral years in Alaska, 
and arrived in San 
Francisco 14 years 
ago. She worked as 
a nursing assistant 
in the UCSF Neu¬ 
ropsych Intensive Care Unit. She was 
proud of her work, and was recognized 
as one of the best assistants in the hos¬ 
pital. 

Thor was a graduate of Walden 
House, and had been clean and sober 
for over seven years. She lived with HIV 
for nearly eight years, and was a role 
model for other lesbians living with the 
virus. 

Thor loved her motorcycle, tattoos, 
piercings and assorted perversions. Her 
presence in the leather and clean and 
sober communities will be sorely 
missed, especially at the High Noon 
meeting. She was a generous and loyal 
friend. 

Thor is survived by her lover, Laura 
Thomas; her sister, Renelle Treat; fami¬ 
ly; and many wonderful friends who 
miss her very much. Donations in her 
memory may be made to A New 
Leaf/Operation Concern or WORLD. 

Donald Eugene Curtis 

May 26, 1944 - Jan. 28, 1997 

Donald has 
been a prominent 
fixture in the SF gay 
community for 
more than 25 years. 
Often one to make 
his presence known 
to everyone around 
him, surprisingly 
he left us quickly 
and quietly the last 
Tuesday morning of January - surpris¬ 
ing even those who felt Donald could 
do nothing more to surprise them. 

Primarily a carpenter by trade, Don¬ 


ald was a “jack-of-all-trades,” and de¬ 
signed and remodeled many of the wa¬ 
tering holes and dubs still frequented 
today. The past seven years were spent 
running his small mailbox rental busi¬ 
ness on California Street. His earliest 
years were spent working for General 
Electric in San Jose. 

Donald is survived by many loving 
friends out there in many walks of life 
who will miss him in their own way and 
a big and loving family, especially his 
sister, Joan Chapman, and his nephew. 
Chip. Friends are invited to the home of 
Michael Sweeney at 134 Galewood Cir¬ 
cle in San Francisco on February 15,2-6 
p.m., to celebrate and reminisce about 
his full life. Please call Michael at 
415/664-5545 for further information. 

Dennis Wayne Kennedy 

Aug. 31, 1944 - Jan. 22,1997 


A native Ore¬ 
gonian, Dennis 
passed away at 
Ralph K. Davies. 

He came to San 
Francisco in the 
’60s and called it 
home thereafter. 

Dennis lived his 
last years in seclu¬ 
sion to concentrate 
on his 11 -year struggle with AIDS and 
other medical problems, too many to 
mention. Personal growth, self-educa¬ 
tion and esoteric interests were the 
foundations of his mind and knowl¬ 
edge. His legacy will live on through his 
artwork and the tarot cards he designed 
with his 13-year companion and soul¬ 
mate, Tom. 

Dennis is survived by his grand¬ 
mother, Marie Knapp; his mother, 
Gladys Kennedy; two brothers, Mike 
and Terry; and his friend, Tom. His gen¬ 
tle ways, optimism, warmth and sensi¬ 
bility serve as an example to all who 
cared about him. 

Dennis, you were the best thing that 
ever happened to me. Thank you - 
Tom. 

Steve Partington 

January 21,1997 

On January 21, 
our dear “Stella,” 
Steve Partington, 
flew freely from our 
world into the 
heavens above. His 
gregarious spirit 
and bounteous 
sense of humor 
brought much joy 
and laughter into 
many of our lives. His presence will be 
sorely missed. A memorial service is 
being planned for Saturday, February 
22, at 8 p.m. Call 415/255-8633 for fur¬ 
ther details. 

John Allen Riggs 

Dec. 1,1944 - Jan. 20,1997 

John Allen Riggs passed away peace¬ 
fully following a brief illness, at rest 


after living success¬ 
fully with HIV for 
12 years. A native of 
Daytona Beach, 
John is survived by 
his loving mother, 
Dorothy; his sister, 
Bambi, both of 
Florida; his broth¬ 
er; Lee; 

sister-in-law, Pauli¬ 
na, both of Costa Rica; his partner, 
Maurice Hawk of San Francisco; and a 
legion of friends nationwide: Guy, 

Mary, Jerry, James, Joe, Hugh, Sandy, 
Howard, Dale, Eric, Lucy, Len, Merle, 
Tim, Russell, Claire and many others. 

A graduate of Florida State, John 
lived in San Francisco for 20 years, 
working for the Health Department’s 
Community Mental Health Program. 
Throughout his career, John remained a 
fiercely dedicated and caring advocate 
for the funding and attention necessary 
for people whose impairments would 
otherwise leave them exposed and 
abandoned. 

John is desperately missed: his acer¬ 
bic wit, zest for life, blunt editorial com¬ 
mentaries, and relentless quest to make 
this world a more loving and just place. 
We take solace that he has rejoined his 
beloved friends Madge, DiDi, Gina, 
Nick, JoAnne and others. There will be a 
memorial Mother’s Day Shuck ’n’ Suck 
Party in May, darlin’. For info, call Dale 
at 431 -1864. Donations to the SF AIDS 
Foundation. 

W. David Rozkuszka 

Aug. 21,1943 - Jan. 10,1997 


W. David 

Rozkuszka went on 
to the next stage of 
his existence, as he 
liked to put it, on 
January 10. Con¬ 
cerned most with 
quality of life, David 
chose not to treat 
his lymphoma. A 
meticulous planner, 
he was thus able to know his approxi¬ 
mate time of passage, and choosing to 
stay at home, he was surrounded by old 
friends and new in an atmosphere both 
supportive and cheerful. 

Bom in Ludlow, Mass., and educat¬ 
ed at Loyola of Chicago and Syracuse 
University, David worked as a librarian 
at Stanford University from 1967 until 
1994; at his retirement, he was head of 
the Jonsson Library of Government 
Documents. His contributions to his 
field of work are many, and those in¬ 
volved in the field best know the effect 
of David’s passion for his work at Stan¬ 
ford and in the entire field of govern¬ 
ment documents. A scholarship in his 
name has been established at Stanford 
for the study of Library Sciences. 

A memorial service for David will 
be held on February 8 at 11 a.m. at 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. Do¬ 
nations may be made to the Rozkuszka 
Memorial Scholarship, c/o Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, CA. 

We miss you, David, each of us in 
different ways. 








State of the yawnion: 
gays hear nothing, again 


news analysis by Bob Roehr 


U v " he enemy of our time is in¬ 
action” said President Bill 
l| Clinton at the beginning of 
his State of the Union Address on 
Tuesday, February 4. And again, as 
he has in the four previous ad¬ 
dresses, he failed to speak to the 
specific concerns of the lesbian 
and gay community. 

Some will no doubt take com¬ 
fort in the presidents phrases that 
“our diversity is our greatest 
strength ... [yet] we still see evi¬ 
dence of abiding bigotry and intol¬ 
erance,” believing it to include 
queers. But that was not the way 
pundits took it, for them it meant 
only race. And why should most 
straight Americans think otherwise? 

Clinton addressed AIDS more 
forcefully than he had the previ¬ 
ous years. “Since I took office, 
funding for AIDS research at the 
National Institutes of Health has 


increased dramatically to $1.5 bil¬ 
lion.” What he did not claim was 
responsibility for that fact, nor 
could he. The larger portion of 
that money was added by the 
Congressional patron of NIH, Illi¬ 
nois Republican John Porter. 

The AIDS Action Council took 
a look at Clinton’s preliminary 
budget for fiscal year ’98, which 
will be formally submitted on 
February 6. It calls for an increase 
of 2.5 percent in funding for AIDS 
research - less than half of what 
Porter added each of the last year 
on top of the president’s request. 

“With new resources NIH will 
now become the most powerful 
discovery engine for an AIDS vac¬ 
cine,” Clinton continued, “work¬ 
ing with other scientists, to finally 
end the threat of AIDS.” This was 
not a call for a cure, nor for 
money to care for those already 
infected, it was a push for a vac¬ 
cine to protect straight folks who 
are worried that they might get 


AIDS. Of course the room erupt¬ 
ed in applause. 

“Remember that every year we 
move up the discovery of an AIDS 
vaccine will save millions of lives 
around the world. We must rein¬ 
force our commitment to medical 
science,” he concluded. There was 
no call for action on what social 
science research shows can dra¬ 
matically reduce new infections 
now (and for the last four years); 
there was no call for needle ex¬ 
change programs. 

The principal focus of Clin¬ 
ton’s address was “to ensure that 
all Americans have the best edu¬ 
cation in the world.” Among the 
laundry list of goals was that 
“every eight-year-old must be able 
to read, every twelve-year-old 
must be able to log onto the In¬ 
ternet, every eighteen-year-old 
must be able to go to college.” 

But all of the appropriations, 
education tax credits, and low in- 

next page ► 
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AIDS Foundation tightens 
admission to board meetings 


by Dennis Conkin 


i. embers of the public who 
II want to attend the quar¬ 
terly San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation board meeting next 
June will be required to give at 
least 48 hours written notice - 
and attendance is not guaranteed, 
the Bay Area Reporter has learned. 

The policy of requiring written 
requests to gain entrance to the 
board meetings was adopted 
more than a year ago by the board 
of the non-profit and tax-exempt 
agency, which has a $16 million 
annual budget, according to AIDS 
Foundation spokesman Timothy 
Rodrigues. 

Although various board com¬ 
mittees meet monthly, the four 
yearly board meetings are consid¬ 
ered “working dinners” and are 
“traditionally held off-site,” Ro¬ 
drigues said. 

So far, no member of the pub¬ 
lic has ever asked to attend. 

“We haven’t had any requests 
in the last year,” he said. 

Members of ACT UP/San 
Francisco should not plan on 


being allowed to attend, either, ac¬ 
cording to Rodrigues. 

“Individuals who a.re reason¬ 
ably perceived to attempt violence 
against agency staff, volunteers, or 
members of the board of directors 
will not be permitted to attend a 
board meeting,” he said. 

Rodrigues made the statement 
in response to criticism from ACT 
UP/SF member Michael Belle- 
fountaine, who was detained but 
later released by police during a 
January 30 incident at the foun¬ 
dation offices at 10 United Na¬ 
tions Plaza. 

Several members of the con¬ 
troversial AIDS activist group at¬ 
tempted to enter the building to 
attend the board meeting, only to 
find the location of the meeting 
had been incorrectly reported. 

“I regret that misinformation 
in the Bay Area Reporter caused 
people to show up for a board 
meeting, because there wasn’t one 
here,” Rodrigues said. “No one 
called to verify the information in 
the January update.” 

Why didn’t the foundation call 
the newspaper to correct the 
error, Bellefountaine wondered. 


Yawnion 

◄ previous page 

terest student loans are of no 
value if you are dead. 

Not included was the informa¬ 
tion necessary to keep those 
young people alive, the knowledge 
of how to protect themselves from 
HIV. More than half of all new 
AIDS diagnosis are in people 25 
or younger, many of whom were 
infected in their teens. 

A study of three San Francisco 
area counties, published in De¬ 
cember, found that two percent of 
gay boys age 15 to 17 were already 
infected with HIV. “It shows you 
can’t wait until someone is 19 or 


21 ” to educate for prevention, said 
study director Dr. Willis McFar¬ 
land. “By then it may be too late.” 

Nor was there any acknowl¬ 
edgment of the underlying ho¬ 
mophobia in schools which drives 
young gay kids into isolation, or 
to run away, or commit suicide at 
rates several times that of their 
peers. There was no talk of rules 
which gag discussion of sex and 
sexuality in even the most en¬ 
lightened school districts. 

Surely the administration is 
aware of the scope of the problem, 
because on February 11-12 the 
National Institutes of Health 
hosts a two-day conference on 
.HIV prevention. But the president 
was silent. ▼ 



Most Holy Redeemer AIDS Support Group 
is looking tor volunteers to provide 
in-home praetieal and emotional support to 
people with AIDS. 

Our Winter Training is 
Saturday and Sunday, 
February 22th and 23th. 

For information and an application, 
call Jeff at 

863-1581 

Underwritten by the Academy of Friends 


HIV+ men with oral candidiasis (thrush). 

The San Francisco VAMC is conducting a drug 
study for HIV+ volunteers with oral candidiasis 
(thrush) who are currently experiencing an 
episode of thrush. If you are interested in 
participating in a drug study, please call Sandy 
at (415) 221-4810 ext. 3763. 

Must be a veteran in order to participate. 



Right time, wrong place: ACT UP/SF's David Pasquarelli (center) has a few choice words for SFAF's Derrick 
Gordon (left) after the Jan. 30 "mix-up." 


“What kind of elitist crap is this?” 
he asked. 

‘Every attempt to 
accommodate’ 

AIDS Foundation board 
member Eric Ciasullo told the 
B.A.R. that the board frequently 
invited members of the public to 
attend the meeting and that many 
accept the invitation. 

Ciasullo is a person with AIDS 
who is also a longtime AIDS ac¬ 
tivist, queer youth activist, and 
onetime member of ACT UP/SF. 

Security measures are only one 
part of the reason for the written 


request policy, he said. According 
to Ciasullo, the directors want to 
be able to schedule the agenda 
and also allocate time if a mem¬ 
ber of the public wishes to address 
the board. 

“We make every attempt to ac¬ 
commodate people who want to 
come to the meeting, but if folks 
come to disrupt, then they are not 
going to be welcome, and we 
would be remiss to allow them to 
attend,” Ciasullo said. 

Bellefountaine and ACT UP/SF 
member Ronnie Burk are prohib¬ 
ited by restraining order from en¬ 
tering the Foundation premises or 


being in close physical proximity 
to AIDS Foundation personnel. 

They are not restricted from 
other office or plaza sites at the 
Civic Center, such as the federal So¬ 
cial Security Office or the Carl’s Jr. 
fast food franchise in the complex. 

Rodrigues said requests for 
permission to attend the SFAF 
Board meeting in June could be 
addressed to Chair Paul Wisotzky, 
cl o the San Francisco AIDS Foun¬ 
dation, at Post Office Box 426182, 
San Francisco CA 94142-6182. 

“The May meeting is a retreat, 
not held in the city,” Rodrigues 
added. ▼ 



Gregory H. Fleischer 
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A major league butt plant 


by Jim Provenzano 


eware of new jobs that re- 
quire a change of 
wardrobe .” I forget who said 
it, Emerson, or Walden, one of 
those guys. It sticks most as a say¬ 
ing from E.M. Forster’s A Room 
With a View , but wherever it’s 
from, the point is that some sports 
require a rather major transfor¬ 
mation in the garb ’n’ gadget de¬ 
partment, and skiing and snow¬ 
boarding top this category. 

There’s a revolution going on 
up in the hills. You may have no¬ 
ticed the hype, but it’s true. It’s all 
about equipment, of course, what 
you ski with, how you ski, and if 
you even do ski. 

Snowboarders and skiiers are a 
different sort of people, as the ads 
deftly show. Snowboarders are 
grunge puppies, while skiiers 
drive Audis and BMWs. At least 
that’s what the classist reductivist 
vision of pop culture tells us. 

The lingo of skiing also 
changes, and was duly explained 
recently by the SF Examiners 
Outdoors columnist Tom Stein- 
stra, including such terms as “yard 
sale” (the explosion of skis, poles, 
gloves, etc., after crashing), “biff¬ 
ing it” (a routine fall), and, my fa¬ 
vorite, a “major league butt plant” 
(falling on your keister). 

For comprehensive informa¬ 
tion on skiing this winter, check 
out some of the free magazines 
around that cater to your ques¬ 
tions. The November/December 
edition of City Sports features a 
huge ski guide with listings and 


This nude freestyler knows no fear of heights or frostbite. 


Women and HIV 

M page 24 

self-help and peer education pro¬ 
grams within the walls, and em¬ 
phasized that “community-based 
organizations can have a tremen¬ 
dous impact in supporting pris¬ 
oners.” 

Kelly Knight, of the California 
Partners’ Study and the HIV Pre¬ 
vention Project women’s needle 
exchange, compared harm reduc¬ 
tion philosophy and practices in a 
research setting and a community- 
based program, noting that re¬ 
search tends to put people in roles 
of “subject” and “expert.” She em¬ 
phasized the importance of not as¬ 
suming how women think and feel 
about HIV, but rather meeting the 
needs that the women themselves 
identify. She noted that cultural 
taboos against discussing drug use 
- which may be even stronger than 
those against discussing sex and 
sexuality - can discourage women 
from being honest about their be¬ 
haviors and heeds. Within the 
harm reduction paradigm, it is im¬ 
portant to acknowledge and sup¬ 
port any positive change that a 
woman is able to make - for ex¬ 
ample, using condoms some of the 
time is an improvement over never 
using them at all. 

Drug contracts 

Catherine Lyons, a nurse prac¬ 
titioner at San Francisco General 
Hospital, emphasized that the 
early establishment of a positive 
patient/provider relationship 
forms the basis for harm reduc¬ 
tion in a clinical setting. She noted 
that illicit and licit drugs are in 
and of themselves “neither good 
nor bad,” and that the harm asso¬ 
ciated with drug use can be re¬ 
duced without insisting that all 
drug use be stopped. Lyons dis¬ 
cussed the problem of pain man¬ 
agement in substance users, not¬ 
ing that providers’ attempts to 
withhold appropriate pain med¬ 
ication may lead to manipulative 
drug-seeking behavior. Instead, 
she suggests that patients and 
providers jointly establish a “drug 
contract” that can help take the 


patient’s focus off worrying about 
whether they will get enough 
medication to control their pain. 

Lyons stated that expectations 
for patients should be concerned 
with appropriate behavior (for ex¬ 
ample, non-violence), not drug 
use itself, and emphasized that ab¬ 
stinence should never be a criteri¬ 
on for care. 

Robin Ortiz of the AIDS 
Health Project noted that the type 
of work some providers and com¬ 
munity organizations have been 
doing for years is now being rec¬ 
ognized as harm reduction. She 
related a story about her attempts 
to teach a woman patient how to 
shoot drugs safely in an effort to 
prevent further recurrences of en¬ 
docarditis, a heart infection 
caused by injecting bacteria on 
the skin. The intervention was ac¬ 
cepted only after Ortiz pointed 
out to her supervisor how much 
money the hospital could save in 
medical care by instructing the 
woman how to clean her skin with 
an alcohol wipe prior to injecting. 

Other harm reduction inter¬ 
ventions include teaching injectors 
about vein care and abscess man¬ 
agement, about drug interactions 
and how to avoid overdoses, and 
about alternate routes of adminis¬ 
tration (for example, smoking 
heroin does not carry the risk of 
HIV transmission posed by inject¬ 
ing). Harm reductionists can assist 
users in gaining better control over 
when, where and how they use 
drugs so that they can “take care of 
business first.” Ortiz passed along 
the distinction made by harm re¬ 
duction pioneer Edith Springer 
that the “charity model” involves 
giving people everything they need 
and doing everything for them, 
while the harm reduction model 
involves helping people learn to do 
things for themselves. 

Kershnar concluded by ac¬ 
knowledging the real institutional 
barriers to harm reduction inter¬ 
ventions - not least the prevailing 
zero-tolerance “war on drugs” 
mentality. She acknowledged the 
civil disobedience aspect of many 
early harm reduction efforts, and 
urged people to “do it anyway - 
do it surreptitiously.” ▼ 


A cure /or 
financial stress. 

When you or someone you know is living with AIDS, a life insurance policy 
can be sold to our company for immediate cash. It may sound strange, but it's 
true. Every year, we buy millions of dollars worth of life insurance from 
people who need to relieve financial stress from their lives. 

As a pioneer in our industry, we know' first hand how important money 
becomes when survival is an expensive choice. 


Make a better choice. Call today for a 
copy of our free brochure or application. 


1 - 800 - 572-4346 


ratings of all slopes around the 
West Coast. It also features a lot of 
ads for stuff. 

I’ve never been one for clothes 
that make sounds when you wear 
them. You know, those every- 
thing-proof jackets that make that 
funny “wy fft, vvfft" sound every 
time you take a stride. No thanks. 
Same goes for glow-in-the-dark 
pullovers. 

But some of this kind 
of stuff is necessary for 
skiing and snowboard¬ 
ing, and a lot of it is avail¬ 
able for rent at resorts, for 
those on a budget, or rook¬ 
ies trying skiing out. 

Among the many 
hundreds of snow¬ 
board, ski, and other 
equipment hucksters 
are Sled Dogs (this is 
not a plug). The Sled 
Dogs infomercial, one of the high 
points of my holiday cable surfing 
(I don’t watch TV at home), 
showed some rather cute young 
gentlemen and women engaging 
in sport with a strange hybrid of 
in-line skate and ski. They resem¬ 
ble clipped skis that act as shoes. 
An amusing segment in this in¬ 
fomercial included a prolonged 
segment of a cute guy being 
chased by a mad Rotweiler. Luck¬ 
ily, the guy escapes. 

Since I like my knees the way 
they’re built, I’ve avoided skiing 
since my first feeble attempts. I 
also know that in any sportive 
movement, despite our best ef¬ 
forts, gravity usually has the last 
word. 

So don’t wait for an in-depth ex¬ 


periential story about skiing from 
this reporter, but do get out there if 
you are so inclined. Personally, I 
love nothing better than the smell 
of freshly manufactured snow. 

Skiiers interested in downing 
the slopes with likable gays and 
lesbians and their friends are en¬ 
couraged to call up SAGA North, 
San Francisco’s Gay and Lesbian 
Ski Club, and make plans to join 
them in any of their 
upcoming adven¬ 
tures slopeward. 
This downhill club has 
over 150 members, who re¬ 
ceive a monthly newsletter 
and membership roster. 
SAGArians meet once at 
month at First Unitar¬ 
ian Church. Next 
meeting is February 2. 
Included in SAGA’s 
events is their new 
program, Learn To Ski, specially 
made for the ski-impaired. 

Upcoming trips include Kirk¬ 
wood (Feb. 7-9), Park City, Utah 
(Feb. 21-25), Squaw Valley (Feb. 
28-Mar. 2), Vail, Colorado, where 
Hollywood skis (Mar. 1-8), Heav¬ 
enly (Mar. 21- 23), and Sugar Bowl 
(April 4-6 ). SAGA’s recent North- 
star trip was a fabulous success. 
Could it have anything to do with 
the fact that Northstar is also the 
name of a popular openly gay 
comic book superhero? Now 
maybe I could get into skiing if I 
could wear tights like Northstar! ▼ 


SAGA North Ski-line (415) 995- 
2772 http:llsaganorth.cam/ E- 
mail; saganorth@logx.cam 
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Valentine’s Day picket at E. Bay hospital 


by Cynthia Laird 


The AIDS clinic at Fairmont 
Hospital in San Leandro lan¬ 
guishes in its cramped, crowded 
ground floor area. Something as 
basic as finding a private area for 
patients to review records or have 
time alone is difficult, especially 
on days the clinic space is shared 
with others. Calling clinic condi¬ 
tions deplorable, members of 
ACT UP/East Bay, along with 19 
other organizations and con¬ 
cerned citizens, will picket the fa¬ 
cility on Valentine’s Day. 

Activists maintain that hospi¬ 
tal administrators have for the last 
three years promised a larger 
space for the AIDS clinic. Yet, the 
hospital’s entire second floor is 
currently empty. 

John Iversen of ACT UP/East 


Bay said the only remodeling that 
has occurred took place late last 
year when Mike Smart, CEO of 
the Alameda County Medical 
Center (Fairmont and Highland 
Hospital in Oakland), decided to 
move his office to Fairmont Hos¬ 
pital. Offices in the administrative 
building were painted and carpet¬ 
ed; the payroll department was 
temporarily relocated miles away 
during the remodeling. 

Reportedly, the clinic’s space is 
poorly ventilated. Even worse, and 
potentially more of a health risk, 
the AIDS clinic shares space with 
the women’s and prenatal clinics 
and shares the waiting room. ACT 
UP/East Bay members said that 
results in an increased possibility 
of spreading diseases such as tu¬ 
berculosis or measles. 

David Kears, director of 
healthcare for Alameda County, 


told the B.A.R. that officials are 
working to locate space to expand 
the AIDS clinic. Ideally, he said, 
the three clinics would not share a 
waiting room, as people who have 
compromised immune systems 
are more susceptible to illness. 

“We hope to have an answer by 
February 14,” Kears said, referring 
to possible sites for the clinic. 

Currently the Adult Immunol¬ 
ogy Clinic (AIC), as it’s called, has 
301 active patients, Iversen said. 
Many of those have multiple diag¬ 
noses such as mental health or 
substance abuse. The AIC was es¬ 
tablished in 1984, and is one of the 
oldest clinics treating people with 
HIV/AIDS in Alameda County. 

And many of the patients are 
seriously ill. Despite the advent of 
combination antiviral therapy, 
new patients continue coming in 
with full-blown AIDS. Many of 


them have never had treatment 
and need a full range of services, 
according to ACT UP/East Bay 
members. 

Overlapping schedules 

Projected visits for the 1996-97 
fiscal year are 3,000 for adult im¬ 
munology, 675 for the women’s 
clinic, and 2,137 in the prenatal 
clinic. All three share the same 
space with the other two clinics. 
They cannot all operate all the 
days needed because of overlap¬ 
ping schedules. 

As a result of inadequate space 
at the hospital, staff have a hard 
time meeting patient needs. Psy¬ 
chological and substance abuse 
counseling, services of a registered 
dietitian, acupuncture, clinical re¬ 
search, and patient education are 
all limited at Fairmont. 

“They are really a dedicated 


staff,” Iversen said of the attempts 
to get donated equipment for the 
clinic. That equipment is sitting 
on the vacant second floor, 
Iversen added. 

Among those joining ACT 
UP/East Bay in support for the 
picket are ACT UP/Golden Gate, 
the California Nurse’s Association, 
Gays and Lesbians Organized for 
Betterment and Equality 
(GLOBE), Oakland City Council 
member John Russo, and Berkeley 
council members Kriss Worthing¬ 
ton and Maudelle Shirek. ▼ 


The February 14 picket begins 
at noon at Building C of 
Fairmont Hospital, located at 
15400 Foothill Blvd. People can 
call (510) 568-1680 to arrange 
pick up at the Bayfair BART 
Station or to get directions. 


Levada 

M page 4 

with the ordinance,” said Brown, 
who did not elaborate on the sub¬ 
stance of his 20-minute meeting 
with Levada. 

Levada’s December 20 letter to 
Brown sparked a flurry of resigna¬ 
tions by gay and straight individu¬ 
als who’had served on committees 
associated with the now-post¬ 
poned Leland House celebration. 

Bob Nelson, public policy di¬ 
rector for Catholic Charities, told 
the B.A.R. that Leland House res¬ 
idents will move in as scheduled 
later this month. 

‘Not anti-gay’ 

Responding to a question at 
his news conference, Levada said, 
“I am not anti-gay. I recognize 
many Catholics of the city are gay 
or lesbian. They are welcome in 
our churches.” Later, he again em¬ 
phatically denied he is anti-gay. 

It is Levada’s belief that reli¬ 
giously-affiliated organizations 
such as Catholic Charities should 
be exempt from the law. Catholic 
Charities has been providing ser¬ 
vices to people in need for 90 
years in San Francisco. It current¬ 
ly receives over $5 million in an¬ 
nual contracts with the city and 
county for about 14 programs 
benefiting the needy people of the 
city, Levada said. Catholic Chari¬ 
ties adds another $3 million in 
non-government funds to carry 
out these services. 

“These agencies are Catholic. 
Their internal operations are in¬ 
spired by their religious mission, 
and consistent with the teachings 
of the Catholic Church,” Levada 
said at the news conference. “The 
problem ... [is that] a newly-en¬ 
acted ordinance asks church agen¬ 
cies to change their internal 
church policies by making do¬ 
mestic partnerships ... equivalent 


to marriage.” 

During the controversy, mem¬ 
bers of the Board of Supervisors 
have not indicated that the do¬ 
mestic partner ordinance should 
be modified to allow for exemp¬ 
tions. Brown has also said he’s op¬ 
posed to exemptions for anybody. 

“We’re holding firm, there will 
be no watering down [of the ordi¬ 
nance],” Supervisor Tom Ammi- 
ano told the B.A.R. 

Ammiano, co-author of the 
ordinance, also commented on 
Levada’s saying he’s not anti-gay. 
“He represents that wing of the 
Catholic Church that has selective 
hearing. The issue is non-discrim¬ 
ination. He’s trying to hide behind 
a religious organization. No dis¬ 
crimination can be allowed in 
terms of city contracts.” 

Possible solution 

In an interview with the 
B.A.R., Leal said that the arch¬ 
bishop alluded to a possible solu¬ 
tion in his statement. 

The archbishop said he favors 
increasing benefits, especially 
health coverage, for anyone. 

“I can be counted on to raise 
my voice in support of universal 
health coverage nationally and lo¬ 
cally,” the archbishop said at his 
news conference. “I feel sure I 
could make common cause with 
city officials in working toward 
this truly urgent need.” 

He went on to say he rejects 
the “notion that it discriminates 
against homosexual, or unmar¬ 
ried heterosexual, domestic part¬ 
ners if they do not receive the 
same benefits society has provided 
to married employees to help 
maintain their families. 

“If it is a question of benefits, 
why should not blood relatives, or 
an elderly person, or a child who 
lives in the same household, enjoy 
these same benefits?” Levada said. 

Leal said there may be a way to 
comply with the law. “We may 


Lawsuit 

◄ page 3 

Two days after Hernandez was 
arrested on a public intoxication 
charge and returned to work to 
find employees gossiping about 
the arrest, he was hospitalized for 
acute stress-related disorders. 
After refusing to submit to a psy¬ 
chiatric exam by the city to re¬ 
turn to work, Hernandez was 
fired. 

Attorney Jeff Sloan of the 
prominent San Francisco law firm 
Sloan/Pratt, who represents Her¬ 
nandez, says his client’s treatment 


is among “the most egregious vi¬ 
olations of law that I’ve seen in an 
employment context.” 

In addition to the wrongful 
termination, intentional infliction 
of emotional distress, invasion of 
privacy with respect to sexual ori¬ 
entation and HIV status, and 
other civil actions, the case 
charges that the City of Woodland 
violated Hernandez’s constitu¬ 
tional rights under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

“The case is in its early stages,” 
Sloan said. 

The City of Woodland was not 
available for comment on the law¬ 
suit at press time. T 


have a way for both of us [city and 
Catholic Charities] to reach the 
same result.” 

She acknowledged some peo¬ 
ple may be upset if a solution is 
reached, but to her, a larger issue 
is more important. 

“I’m into providing equality in 
the workplace. If they don’t want 
to use the words ‘domestic part¬ 
ner’ and want to substitute it with 
‘spousal equivalent,’ it’s okay,” said 
Leal. 

Katz, who’s an attorney, said 
that in her opinion, any entity that 
offers broader coverage than the 
ordinance calls for would be in 
compliance. She believes there are 
ways everybody can be satisfied. 


“I’m anxious to meet with the 
archbishop,” said Katz. 

Ammiano was more cautious 
in his support for this type of ap¬ 
proach to working out a solution. 
He said he could support such a 
plan as long as children were not 
excluded, and it’s in compliance 
with the ordinance. 

Kaufman, the board president, 
received a letter from Levada last 
month in which the archbishop 
asked for her assistance in bring¬ 
ing his request to the board. Kauf¬ 
man could not be reached for her 
comments on the letter. 

Levada said he would have pre¬ 
ferred that discussions be con¬ 
ducted personally so that the issue 


would not take on the appearance 
of a confrontation. 

“But sometimes, as in this case, 
the publicity pre-empts that pos¬ 
sibility,” he said. Levada also said 
he has been out of town and has 
not had an opportunity to re¬ 
spond to questions that arose 
about his request. 

He also did not rule out a pos¬ 
sible court battle over the matter, 
saying, “Any final decision to ex¬ 
clude Catholic charitable organi¬ 
zations from a fair opportunity to 
use government funds in their 
mission to the poor would de¬ 
serve to be challenged both in the 
courts and in the court of public 
opinion.” ▼ 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 


The Only Gay Owned Agency on the Russian River. 

s|T] 

TASTEFUL REMODEL 

2 bed, 2 bath w/ bonus 3rd bed 
or office, spacious open living 
area, skylights, french drs to 
patio, double lot, lots of off- 
street parking and nice sense 
of privacy. $125,000 

ll^SfelRE ALTY 

1-800-974-9013 (707) 869-9011 
16315 Main Street Guerneville 

http://rivervista.com 





RUSSIAN RIVER 

Romantic Candlelight Dinners 

are yours in this fabulous home. Curl up by the wood stove or entertain in style. 
3 Bedrooms, 2 baths. Living room with 2 story ceiling and a wall of glass to 
your private woods. Peaceful creekside setting. 

Super kitchen, private master suite, oversized tub & MUCH MORE! 

Away from it all but close enough to the beach and joys of the Russian River. 
Owners sacrifice at $169,500 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE COLOR BROCHURE 

707-869-3865 

By the Bridge in Guerneville 


I MOVING TO I 


PALM 

SPRINGS? 


CALL DAN AT: 

ALEXANDER 
REAL ESTATE 
1 - 800 - 860-1100 

CODE 752553 


Retire Early managing your income 
Properties Call Russ Barnes 664-9400 
Residential Income Investment Agnt 


South Lake Tahoe 

Property for every budget, with 
spas, fireplaces, views, near 
ski slopes or secluded. 

B. McIntosh Agent 
916 - 577-7413 





( 
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PR0VINCET0WN “B&B” 

For Sale-Victorian guest house in 
major Cape Cod gay resort. 12BRs, 
6BAs & 2 sundecks with breathtak¬ 
ing water views. PLUS adjacent car¬ 
riage house with two, 2BR apts! 
Offered exclusively by Harborside Re¬ 
alty $549,000 1-800-838-4005 


LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210641 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as SAV-ON-FLOORS, 191 Duncan Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94110: Mario E. Gar¬ 
cia, 191 Duncan Street, San Francisco, CA 
94110. Registrant(s) commenced business 
under the above fictitious business name on 
the date of 1/14/97. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual. Signed Mario E. 
Garcia. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on December 14,1997. 
Jan. 23, 30, Feb. 6,13, 1997. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210594 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as 1. TJN-PAN RESTAURANT, 2. TIN- 
PAN BISTRO, 3. TIN-BAN CAFE, 2251 
Market Street, San Francsico, CA 94114: 
2241 Market Street corporation LLC 
(CA), 50 Toledo Way, San Francisco, CA 
94123. Registrant(s) commenced business 
under the above fictitious business name on 
the date of N/A. This business is conducted 
by a limited liability company. Signed Jeff 
Ames, Principal Partner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the City 
and County of San Francisco, CA on Janu¬ 
ary 13, 1997. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 1997. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210564 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as GHISELLI PROPERTIES, 3737 Fill¬ 
more St., San Francisco, CA 94123: Anne 
Ghiselli, 791 Titust Dr., Incline Village, 

NV 89450. Registrant(s) commenced busi¬ 
ness under the above fictitious business 
name on the date of N/A. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Signed Anne 
Ghiselli. This statement was filed with the 


County Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on January 10,1997. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 1997. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210565 
The following person(s) are doing business 
asCIMARELLI PROPERTIES, 1359 Bay 
St., San Francisco, CA 94123: Alfred 
Cimarelli, 1359 Bay St., San Francisco, 
CA 94123: Nina Cimarelli, 1359 Bay St., 
San Francisco, CA 94123. Registrant(s) 
commenced business under the above ficti¬ 
tious business name on the date of Decem¬ 
ber 27, 1996. This business is conducted 
by a husband and wife. Signed Alfred 
Cimarelli and Nina Cimarelli. This state¬ 
ment was filed with the County Clerk of the 
City and County of San Francisco, CA on 
January 10, 1997. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 1997. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210561 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as DODGE CITY JOURNAL, 853 Fell St., 
San Francisco, CA 94117: Andrew Allen 
Wagner, 853 Fell St., San Frnacisco, CA 
94117: Stephanie Suzanne Ray, 853 Fell 
St., San Francisco, CA 94117. Regis¬ 
trants) commenced business under the 
above fictitious business name on the date 
of January 1,1997. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership. Signed 
Andrew Wagner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA on January 
10,1997. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 1997. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210515 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as MIKE SELTZER. A MANUAL LABOR- 
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Classifieds 


COUNSELING 



D. Steven Nouriani, Ph.D. 

Licensed MFCC (MFC 30570) 

• Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Couples and Groups 

• Low Fee HIV Support Groups 

• Relationship Groups 
•Sliding Scale Fee 
• Insurance 


San Francisco San Jose 

415.759.7811 408.291.8990 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


■■HKKIEBI 

Individuals & Couples 

• Improve Self-Esteem • 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships • 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns • 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression • 

• Move Beyond Fear & Grief • 

• Become More Fully Alive • 


GAY MEN’S 
THERAPY GROUPS 


In-depth, on-going, interactive & directed. 
San Francisco, Tuesday or Wednesday Eve. 


( 415 ) 431-3220 

Over 23 Years Serving the Bay Area 


Chad W. Le Jeune, Ph.D. 

Clinical Psychologist 


Counseling & Psychotherapy for 
Gay Men & Couples 

Lie.# PSY 14781 (415) 273-1618 



Positive Men 
Together 

Gay Men's HIV Psychotherapy Group 


JULL-JOHNSON, PHD 


PSY14765 


415.296.8756 




LET'S SOLVE IT! 

5DLUIIDN FDCU5E0 P5YCHDTHERBPY 5 GROWTH 


CHRISTOPHER WESTERGAARD 

mw - is nm ixpiruice - mmmns 

415 * 864*1754 

mimn • hedicbre • uidims hue 



Gay Psychotherapy 
Associates 

▼ 

An association of psychologists 
and psychotherapists in private 
practice serving the gay and bi¬ 
sexual community in 
San Francisco 

Individual, couples and group 

T Depression and Anxiety 

▼ Dating, Relationships & Intimacy 

▼ HIV Related Concerns 
V Loss and Grieving 

Consultation, psychotherapy 
& referral 

(415) 764-0336 


RON FOX, Ph.D., MFCC 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 


• Relationships 

• Intimacy 

• Coming out issues 

• HIV/AIDS concerns 

• Co-dependency 

• ACA/dysfunctional family 


• Self-esteem 

• Depression 

• Sexuality 

• Anxiety 

• Stress 


Therapy Groups For Gay & gj, 
sexual Men 

AFFORDABLE THERAPY 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 

License #MFC 22194 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


DEPRESSION, LOSS & GRIEF 
Compassionate. 235 yrs experience 
Bill Folk,MFCC (415) 263-0497 


LEGAL NOTICES 


ER: 4124 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 
94112-1518: Michael J. Seltzer: 1191 
Bowdoin St., San Francisco, CA 94134. 
Registrant(s) commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on the 
date of N/A. This business is conducted by 
an individual. Signed Michael J. Seltzer. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA on January 9,1997. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210440 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as ALLEGRO MUSIC PRODUCTIONS: 


740A 14th St., #429, San Francisco, CA 
94114: Joel Benjamin Adlen, 219 Dolores 
St., San Francisco, CA 94103. Regis¬ 
trants) commenced business under the 
above fictitious business name on the date 
of January 7, 1997. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual. Signed Joel Adlen. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran¬ 


cisco, 

Jan. 


16, 23, 30 




6, 1997. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Name(s) of the Applicants(s) is/are: 
BALTAR, JULIO AN RAMIREZ, REINAL- 
DO E. The applicants listed above are ap¬ 
plying to the Department of Alcoholic Bev¬ 
erage Control to sell alcoholic beverages 
at: 635 CLAY ST., SAN F&ANCISCO, CA 
94111. For the following type of License: 
4,1 QN-SALE BEER AND WINE-EATING . 

San Francisco District Office, 185 Berry 
St Ste 5600, San Francisco, CA 94107. 
(415) 557-3660. 

Jan. 16, 23, 30, 1997._ 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210709 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as THE KINSEY SICKS, 355 Arguello 
Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94118: Irwin E y 
Keller, 355 Arguello Blvd., San Francisco, 
CA 94118: Jerome Friedman, 71 Prosper 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94114: Maurice 
Kelly, 4517 18th Street, San Francisco, 

CA 94114. Registrant(s) commenced busi¬ 
ness under the above fictitious business 
name on the date of Jan. 9,1997. This 
business is conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship. Signed Irwin E. Keller. This state¬ 
ment was filed with the County Clerk of the 
City and County of San Francisco, CA on 


January 16,1997. 

Jan. 30, Feb. 6,13, 20, 1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210797 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as ENTERTAINMENT SPORT ARTS, 
2234 Judah St., San Francisco, CA 
94122: Helen Klepatsky, 2234 Judah St., 
San Francisco, CA 94122. Registrant(s) 
commenced business under the above ficti¬ 
tious business name on the date of Jan. 21, 
1997. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual. Signed Klepatsky. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the City 
and County of San Francisco, CA on Janu¬ 
ary 21, 1997. 

Jan. 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210847 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as TURNER BARRETT, 2927 Moraga St, 
San Francsico, CA 94122: Jim Ferguson, 
2928 Moraga St., San Francisco, CA 
94122. Registrant(s) commenced business 
under the above fictitious business name on 
the date of Jan. 22, 1997. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Signed Irwin 
E. Keller. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of San 


Francisco, CA on January 22,1997. 

Jan. 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 1997. 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. 188357 

The following person has abandoned the 
use of the ficticious business known as 
MASKS BY ROJO, 117 Lexington #3, 

San Francisco, CA 94110. 

The ficticious name referred to above was 
filed in the County of San Francisco on 
July 28, 1994. 

Name and Address of registrant: ANDRES 
H. ROJO, 117 Lexington #3, San Francis¬ 
co, CA 94110. This business was conduct¬ 
ed by an individual. 

Signed: ANDRES ROJO. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of San Francisco County on the San 
Francisco County on the date January 15, 
1997. Gregory J. Diaz, County Clerk 
Recorder, by Keith Wong. 

Jan. 30, Feb. 6,13, 20,1997. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 211191 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as CITY GIFTS, 2744 hyde St., San Fran¬ 


cisco, CA 94109: Julio E. Herrrera, 2391 
Bryant St., San Francisco, CA 94110. 
Registrant(s) commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on the 
date of Feb. 3,1997. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual. Signed Julio E. 
Herrera. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on February 3, 1997. 

Feb. 6,13, 20, 27,1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 211098 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as D.C.H. PRODUCTIONS, 25 Noe St #1, 
San Francisco, CA 94114: Drew Christian 
Holweger, 25 Noe St. #1, San Francisco, 
CA 94114. Registrant(s) commenced busi¬ 
ness under the above fictitious business 
name on the date of Jan. 30,1997. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Signed Drew Holweger. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA on January 
30, 1997. 

Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 211000 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as MAIDENSTONE ENTERPRISES, 3845 
Cesar Chavez St., San Francisco, CA 
94131: Geoffrey King, 3845 Cesar Chavez 
St., San Francisco, CA 94131: Jana King, 
3845 Cesar Chavez St., San Francisco, CA 
94131. Registrant(s) commenced business 
under the above fictitious business name on 
the date of N/A. This business is conducted 
by a husband and wife. Signed Jana King. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA on January 28,1997. 

Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 1997. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 210907 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as GOLDEN TOUCH CLEANING SER¬ 
VICES, 2390 Mission St., San Francisco, 
CA 94110: Guiselle Mendieta, 80 Elling¬ 
ton Ave., San Francisco, CA 94112. Regis¬ 
trants) commenced business under the 
above fictitious business name on the date 
of Jan. 23, 1997. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual. Signed Guiselle Mendi¬ 


eta. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of 
Francisco, CA on January 23,1997. 

Feb. 6,13, 20, 27,1997. 
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JOBS OFFERED 


„ RETAIL SALES 

Bay Area's #1 Adult Video/Gift Stores 

Well-Groomed, n SaIes 9 8lert! V $6 PH, 
Health, 401K + Commisions. 
Excellent Adv. Oppt. 

Apply 960 Folsom Street • S.F. 
2408 Telegraph Avenue • Oakland 


ASSEMBLERS: Excellent income 
to assemble products at home. In¬ 
fo: 1-504-646-1700, Dept. CA-758 


SONOMA WINE COUNTRY 
ASSISTANT MANAGER 
POSITION 

Wanted for growing upscale Garden/ 
Home Stores in Sonoma, must be 
Willing to re-locate, have excellent 
Customer service qualifications, de¬ 
tail oriented, retail Floral/Nursery 
Background helpful but not neces¬ 
sary. Fax resume 707-938-9450 


GAY TENOR WANTED 

The Flirtations' Aurelio Font seeks a 
high TENOR (with easy falsetto, 
gospel sensibility) for new a capella 
pop quintet with local and out of state 
gigs. Musical experience, com¬ 
mitment required. Sight reading a 
plus! African Americans encouraged 
to call. For audition, contact: Aurelio 
415-252-1154 


BOYS-2-mCA 

the most successful all male escort 
service in the Bay Area is seeking 
quality people to provide services to 
a regular, established clientele, we 
offer a professional supportive work 
environment with attractive compen¬ 
sation, Positions available in the SF 
Bay Area. Los Angeles and other lo¬ 
cations. Call 800-666-6933 
http://www.boys2men.com 


Looking for people with a Series 7 Li¬ 
cense who wish to join a friendly And 
aggressive municipal bond firm And 
earn six figures, call Bernard (415) 


Able Body/Mind P/T on Call 334-810^ 

QUEER THEATER COMPANY 

Seeking Assistant Director 

And Asistant Producer 

Call 346-9165_^ 

EXECUTIVE SECURITY 

Security is just a word 
SFs most respected firm 
Ills seeking important people 
Like yourself. All you need 
Is strong PR skills, PT/FT, $7.50 to 
$10. Apply in person. Between 
10AM-5PM #2 Henry Adams St. 
#M4, corner 8th & Townsend. EOE 


SUPERSTAR VIDEO 

needs you to join our 
professional staff. If 
you can work full-time, 
have unrestricted 
availability, good work 
habits, references and 
want to start at S7.00 
per hour, pick up an 
application at 4141 - 
18th Street. 


JACK TRUX - OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Immed opening excellent organization¬ 
al phone & bookkeeping skills required. 
Knowledge of QuickBooks a plus! 

Apply M-F 10-4 415*821-4755 

Musicians needed for group forming. 
Must be able to read sheet music & 
charts classical & string a plus. Gay, 
Bisexual, Lesbian OK • 922-0304 m 

TRAVEL AGENT 

SFs premiere gay travel agency is 
Seeking a FT agent for its Castro of¬ 
fice. We offer excellent salary and 
Benefits. Worldspan experience a +. 
Call 693-9540 or fax 693-9559 


RENTALS 



LEGAL SERVICES 


P ersonal 

Financial 

Business 

Problems? 


Free Initial Consultation 

Bankruptcy 

Over 25 Years 
Experiences 

Chapter 13 

Over 3000 Cases tiled 

864-0449 

Chapter 11 

Walter R. Nelson 
Law Office 



MW 

Carpenter seeks Storeroom for tools/ 
Supplies. Garage OK. Can exchange 
Work too. Jim • 861-7624 


One gay and one transgender person 
are looking for a rental to share with 
open-minded people. N/S N/D. Call 
James @ (415) 493-5197 


Share office SOMA $600-800 $l/sq 
ft, 9-5 bus. only. No live. 255-2920 


ROOMMATES 


GAY 

ROOMMATESNOm 


Now You Can Screen 
Roommates in Advance! 

Hear roommates in their own voices' 
Matched to YOUR criteria by phone 
K's Confidential. Your profile is hza r z 
only bv tnose who match YOUR criteria' 

24-hr. Recorded Info: (415) 626-7056 


List Your Vacancy FREE! 


Shr 3BR SSF hs W of 1-280 (nd car); 2 
1/2BA, patio fpl $500+Util;878-5041 o 

San Mateo GWM seeks GM to share 
Ige home $425. (415) 341-2838 E07 
GM to share 2BR 1BA in midtown terr, 
W/D,parking, yard NS,ND. Avail now. 
$650/mo+ V2 utils. Jacques*564-1887 


STOMP" 

AUDITIONS 


LOS ANGELES 

MARCH 10,1997 

For information call 

212 803 5426 


Metalworker Needs P/T asst. 

$9/hour Fax info to (415) 863-4427^ 


JOBS WNTD. 

Looking For Honest Work! Need Gardetv 
ing, Labor, or Moving? 668-6022 Scotty 


NOTICES 

Olivia Cruise tickets available, Mex¬ 
ican Caribbean passage for two April 
14-21,1997,Cal I 916-654-3795 E0 ,' 

EAST BAY GAY SOFTBALL 

looking for players and coaches, men 
& women to play in Fremont April 
thru Oct Wednesday nights. For more 
info, call JOHN (510) 835-8012 E0 , 

NATIONAL GAY PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION 

Newsletter, events, personals NGPA, 
dept SFO PQ Box 27542, Washing¬ 
ton, DC 20038 (703) 660-3852 



AUDITIONS 

Steve Silver Productions, Inc. 


Cast Replacements: 

immediate employment: 
Beach Blanket Babylon 
All kinds of performers 
male & female singers, 
dance background helpful. 
Prepare at least two numbers 
an up-tempo and a ballad, 
•50's rock, gospel, soul, 
Broadway show tunes, opera. 
Bring music in your key, current re¬ 
sume & photo, 
dance shoes optional. 

Be in good physical condition 
and prepared to move. 
Competitive salary & full benefits 
with some positions. Minorities 
encouraged to audition. 
Saturday, Feb. 8,11a.m. 

Club Fugazi. 678 Beach Blanket 
Babylon Boulevard 
(formerly Green St.), SF. 

No phone calls, please. 


BUS. OPPS. 


Earn Your True Potential 

One of the fastest growing telecommunica¬ 
tions co, in America otters terrific career oppor¬ 
tunity tor aggresive self-starters. Be your own 
boss with flexible hours. 

415-647-4600 


FLORIST-FULL SERVICE NAPA 
Estab, reputable, good gross $95,000 
incl equip & inventory E06 

FLORIST-CLOVERDALE 
GOOD LOCATION 
Growning business $35,000. 

Business opptx brkrs (707) 938-3236 


Community Rentals 


SFS PREMIER ROOMMATE SERVICE 
GAY OWNED/GAY STAFFED 

552-8868 470 Castro Sf. 


New to San Francisco Living in 
Sausalito! 

Looking for health conscience gay 
professional to share very nice apt in 
Sausalito. Balcony, private bath, 
parking, great view. Minutes to SF. 
Call Michael 331-0459 


2 Rooms for Rent Bernal Heights 
nr Mission/BART/Muni, sunny,W/D, 
N/S,N/D $525-585+util 821-7123 


Room for Rent in Newark/Fremont 
Hot Tub & Cable $375 & shared utili¬ 
ties. Call John • (510)795-0558 

no7 


Hayward HiUs 

Stable professional will share elegantly 
furnished 4-bdrm house above Hayward . 

University. Deck extending from own : 
bedroom. View. Washer/dryer. NS. Refs.; 
required. Share utilities. $425/mo. + dep I 

(510) 881-8952 


Menlo Park Townhouse to share, 
$500. 415-328-5239 

.E06 

San Leandro GWM seeks roommate to 
Share 2BR 1BA apt in quiet complex 
w/pool. $345+Util. (510) 357-1715 

__._E.08 

Seeking mature man to share 2bdrm 
lbath top fl Viet Flat at Alamo Sq. 
Vu,frpl DW, W/D, deck, Avail Mar 1 
No smoke/drugs/pets $600+ 922-6317 

_ E08 

$525, 550 share Oakland hills view 
Home, 2 rooms, w/2 mature, gay males 
enjoy SF bay views (510) 832-2261 

Eti8 


VACATION RENTALS 


Jacques’ Cottage 


at the Russian River 
on 7 Private Acres 
POOL, HOT TUB, SUN DECK 
Nudity Permitted 
TV, VCR, CD Private Phone 
Full Kitchen & Bath 
10 minutes from Guerneville 
In the heart of the Wine Country 
Well Behaved Pets Welcome 
707 . 575 . 1033 / 800 . 246.1033 
www.wco.com/~Jacques 


liiHil 



Cazodavcreeksidecotto^t. 
romance amidst redwoods! 
'Waterfall, fireplace 
decks, spa, lytchen 
petsol{, close to 
QuemtnhUe / coast 


'Darrel/Teter Th 707/632-6108 
TO 228 Cazadero, CA. 95421 


PALM SPRINGS 


^INNdulge 

Palm Spring 

1 m, o pamper. pleasure, or gratify oneself 

Warm Sands Newest Resort 

• 20 rooms i 

• 24 hour pool & spa ■-^ 

. CLOTHING 

FOREVER 
OPTIONAL 
| : . • Complimentary 
breakfast and 
j • Rates from $75 

Tel 619.327.1408 Fax 619.327.7273 
RESV/INFO 

1 . 800 . 833.5675 ^ 



f|M 

T^HCUSE 

•Suhk* Russian Rjvat 
Ri-t*er«'CfirTTAifc 

* Pbex^ser*. ,S*ow*. 

• Knx«ew l 'Decx ) v :e» 

(J07)%V-7SI\ Totj.-f*e£ (???) 'iYJ-lSi I. 



RUSSIAN RIVER -15 

vacation homes, river to ocean. Red¬ 
wood Properties 1-800-939-7368 


a f 

JklAii 

When a tnan tired of 

LONDON 

he h- tn'+.h of life.. 


LIFESTYLE 

APARTMENTS 

Luxury private apartment 
in central London 
$120 per night (sleeps 4) 
Phone +44 973 20 44 20 
Fax +44 1371 850 440 

for brochure & booking information 


Palm Springs Spanish 3BR/3BA 
home. Totally private bkyd w/heated 
pool & jacuzzi near nitelife, $175/ 
night, $1200 week (415) 461-5115^ 

RUSSIAN RIVER CABIN 

Guerneville $150 weekend 
415-567-3482_^ 

BIG ISLAND HAWAII 

2 Bdrm Ocnfrnt Vac House 
Nr. Nude Beach, Snorkeling 
Relaxation « (808) 936-9883 E?3 

P. Vallarta oceanview penthse3BR/3BA 
central loc. $495/wk. (415) 642-0611 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
OCEAN WALK GUEST HOUSE 

‘TKeetitty Sunofie & t£e &vu66eaM, 

Primarily Gay & Lesbian. 40 unit complex of former 
Spanish style homes in a beautiful courtyard setting 
directly on the beach, walking distance to all the action. 
Pool roof-top sun deck, patio bar & grill. 

Discover for yourself why Latins are the worlds hottest lovers. 

Call for free gay package of information. 

Special low summer rates to Dec. 15. 1 -800-468-0615 



»P f|pp3apatian Bouse 

A gay and lesbian bed & breakfast in 

Lake Tahoe * 

open alt year • all private baths 
4 blocks to ski lift • / mile to casinos 
msAsouth shore location • rates from S95/night 

11(800)431-4411 (916)544-4411 
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SERVICES 







i 




Rocky Crawford 

Contractor Uc. r; 5 S 4 28 3 


‘The OneTo Pick” 

41 S/62 1-02 I S 

Alpha-numeric dispatch 
serving San Francisco since I 986 

Business ■ Residential 
■ Auto ■ Lock Repairs 
Installations ■ Rekeying 
Master Key Systems 


Serving OUR Community 

With Quality and Reliablity 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK 
SPRINKLERS • COPPER WORK 
REMODELING SPECIAUTS 

641-9234 

STATE LIC *430557 


HAULING 

Gardening, clean-ups, carpet removal 

753-6585 • 719-7088 pgr. 


House Cleaning-experienced* reliable, 
charming*great refs* Silvio 626-9129 

_E09 

SPEED UP YOUR JOB SEARCH 

With a future-directed resume. Get 
more interviews and earn what you're 
worth! My experience includes execu¬ 
tive recruiting, business communica¬ 
tions, and journalism. Free consulta¬ 
tion. Call. Write it Right! Resumes 
415.749.3171 

drewcap@earthlink.net 

_;_£06 

DRAPERIES/ACCESSORIES 

Custom-made Euro/Craftsmanship 
Design layout handfinished will use 
Your fabric (415) 468-6627 Gerard 


HAULING 


Landscape Design | 
f & Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. TEN YEARS g 
EXPERIENCE CREATING BEAUTIFUL RES | 
IDENTIAL GARDENS SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AND 
AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS. 
YARD CLEAN UP AND HAULING. 
OUTSTANDING REFERENCES 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA 

@(415)282-0288 


7^ 

± Prc 

“M/ 


tally Clean 

Professional House Cleaning 
"We Do Cleaning Right!" 

Bonded & References 
Todd V. Graham 

415 - 998-7369 


Experienced House Cleaning 
Excellent References. 

Reasonable & Competitive 

Rates. NEIL * 452-1389_^6 

Ten years housecleaning experience 

DOME HOUSEKEEPING 

Quality, consistency and integrity. Call 
Mark at (415) 668-3080 for info. E07 

CASTRO CLEANING & 
HOUSEHOLD UPKEEP. 

Leave the cleaning and errands to me! 
References available. Stephen 431-755^ 

East Bay Suburbs Housecleaning Orin- 
da to Antioch Professional & Reliable 
one man service (510) 458-5814 


PLUMBING • HEATING 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 



hv ol Strong Plumbing & Heaung Corp 

865-1500 


WALLACE 

PLUMBING 


"Flushed With Pride" 


Plumbing Contractor: David M Wallace 
Reasonable Rates ▼ Repairs Guaranteed 
Quality Service 

Call Dave98^-9070 

Lie #703293 


PeacockLandscaping 

Design, Installation & Maintenance 


BASIC CLEAN $35 WKLY 

Small apt $30, Once $55 mop, dust, vac, 
bath, kitchen *Moveouts $65* Windows 

addtional since 1991 Call John 369-9045 

_£06 

Let me clean/cook 4 YOU! 

Specialty: Brazilian Cuisine 
Professional References Available 
Call BART at 408*295-5915 E07 

Nude Dude housecleaning. Attract¬ 
ive,affordable,professional 664-6704 

___E06 

Cleaning services* Residential/Com¬ 
mercial ‘Equipment & Supplies pro¬ 
vided* Detailed & professional • Reg¬ 
ular service* Move-Ins, Move-Outs 
Doug Carpenter*(415) 775-1960 


CINDERELLA'S 

1 HOUSEKEEPING 

•a referral agency* 

Have your home serviced 
| by a caring, responsible, reliable, 
professional. 

Rest assured, there's a well es¬ 
tablished agency standing right 
behind them. 

...call us for more information... 
Gay owned and operated since 1984 



Restore It 

Refinishing Company 


Antiques & Newer Furniture 
Pianos 

Recycle Your Old Furniture 
To Look New! 

415 - 255-6764 


CONSIDER IT DONE 


a personal concierge service 


• Personal Shopping 
• ERRANDS 
•Event Planning 
and much more 


415-621-8102 


Because you have better things to do 

RELIABLE GUYS 

ERRAND SERVICE 

Efficient* Friendly* Responsible 
Let us take care of your chores 

Tim and Dean • 861-3682 

_£06 

Landscape Lou Garden, planting, prun¬ 
ing Yard debais treecutting 992-1807 

_ £18 

Naked Cleaning*Totally affordable 
• Professional • references *771-0567 

_E09 

Gourmet Vegeterian Cuisine 
Delivered to your doorstep 
For Monthly menu call: 

JANE • 826-2133 


Hauling Landscaping Dogwalk 915-0595 

s;£08 

Two Men Truck Cheap 800-679-7565 

_ £10 

BOY WITH A BIG PICKUP 
CALL MARK AT 826-9478 

_ EOT 

-RELIABLE RELOCATIONS- 

2 Men, $52 Hr. Most Jobs 
Large Encle Truck 621-5164 

£07 

NOB HAUL 3348104 FOR ALL 
Your Hauling Needs Pgr: 207-7123 


Castro Hauling 

Clean Move...Fast! 

Yard & Garage Cleanup 
Responsible Services from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


Big Truck For Hire.Cheap!771-7514 7 
Hauling $25 A load ANYTIME! 

FAST AND FRIENDLY 
922-0304 _ E1B 



Lou Hauler Basement garage furn etc 
Move app's carpet removal 992-1807 pg 


Hauling, etc.*441-1054*7 days! 



No extra charge for hotkeys 

668-9562 pgr 708-9460 

Moving, Hauling Dump Runs Anytime 
Pgr: 749-8721 • 487-0899 • Jerr^ 8 

RELIABLE HAULING 

$20 Per Hr. 359-5122 


Rob’s Cleaning Service 

APARTMENT • HOME • OFFICE 


• Dusting • 

• Mopping • 

• Bathrooms(s) • 

• Interior Windows • 

• Sweeping • 

• Vacuum • 

> Kitchen(incl. dishes ) 4 


$15/HR • Monday thru Friday 
For more info or to schedule call: 
ROBERT FREMIN @ 826-2858 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 
Yard Cleaning • Hauling 'Tree Care 

Ph:(415)552-8274 Pgr: (415)597-1889 


i 


SUNNysiDE 



Handcrafted Custom 

Cabinets 

Kitchen ■ Bath • Audio ■ Video 

Jay 665-1477 


lip ■ 1 = J- - | 

| | Enrique Mendoza Designs 1 

Jib Upholstery. Slipcovers. 1= 

1 


1=1 Pillows, Draperies & more. |S 
IT ' n the heart of the Castro. 

\\\ (41 S) 864-S206 

U __ 


ITALIA KIND BOYS 

Reliable House Cleaners 
Available also Italian Cooking. Call 
Maurizio & Gino 826-4403. Ciao! 

__ED6 

Run errands* Pick-up and delivery*As¬ 
sist with moves* Pack Boxes* Assist the 
sick • Answer phones • yard-work • mail- 

ers*party prep/clean-up 252-5636 

_ £06 

EXPERT PIANO TUNING 

Philip Hahn * 585-3732_ 

Professional Home, Office & Apt. 
cleaning. References. Experienced. 
Roger Miller • 664-0513 E13 
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1 PAYMENT | CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

1 □ Cash 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

DELIVER OR 
MAIL WITH 
PAYMFNTTn- 


| D Personal Check f Card Number 
| | Mon^y Drd^r * 

Name Telephone 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, 

CA 94103 

_ 1 

■ ,_, % Expiration Date 

□ Visa 

Address 

1 □ MasterCard l Signature 

I Minimum $10 charge f 

City State Zip 

| on Visa and MasterCard. | Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 















































































































































































































I Hear a taped playback of the recently 

broadcast BETA LIVE! report from the 
4th Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections in Washington, D.C. 
(January 22-26,1997) 

If you missed the live broadcast of BETA LIVE! 
on January 26, 1997 from Washington, D.C., 
you can listen to a taped playback anytime you want, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It’s FREE! Call: 

1 - 800 - 847-8912 


Bulletin of 
Experimented 
Treatments for 
AIDS 


B01A 


Why is Glaxo 
Wellcome^ 1592 

the Most Important 
AIDS Drug in the 
Research Pipeline? 
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Other BETA LIVE! free taped playback programs available (call 1 -800-847-8912): 

• Report from the XI International Conference on AIDS (July 1996) 

• Report from the 36th ICAAC Conference (September 1996) 

• New Guidelines for Starting or Changing Treatment for HIV Infection 

(November 1996) 

Please join us Tuesday, February 18,1997 at 12:00 noon Pacific Time as 
BETA LIVE! presents "Nutrition and AIDS" with Mary Romeyn, MD, 

Sherwood Gorbach, MD, and Mark Hellerstein, MD 




















Linnea Due considers two tomes for 

Glen Helfand reviews 

IRhI Stanley E. Williams 

mm 

transgenders , ‘ Confessions of a 

Gender Defender and ‘ True Selves / 

a soft ‘Salute’ to 

IkIIM S^ ves new direction to 


Walt Whitman. 

3 Hansberry Theatre. 
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SF writer Terry Castle triangulates 
with Noel Coward and Radclyffe Hall 

by Stacey O’Erasmo 


Mr erry Castle and I sit down to tea in the Castro. Not even tea. 
Ml Soda for her, a smoothie?for me, at Josie’s Cabaret and Juice 
III! ^ M I Joint, a popular performance space in which I have to ask the 

W^ ' nice young man with tusks in his nose if we b|ight get a glass for Castle’s soda. 

I ^ Josie’s is empty on this lazy afternoon, except for a woman with Little Mer¬ 
maid-length aqua hair having a tete-^-tete with a man in a dog collar; tonight’s 
performance features Rob Nash in 12 Steps tb a More Dysfunctional Family, Part* 
3. Castle, an English professor at Stanford, i§ the author of The Apparitional Les¬ 
bian: Female Homosexuality and Modern Culture, several scholarly works on 18th- 
% century literature, a 1995 London Review of Books essay about Jane Austen’s 

g|||||| passionate bond to her sister that caused an international crisis, and, most 

recently, Noel Coward & Radclyffe Hall: Kindred Spirits (Columbia Uni- 
versity Press; $ 19.95b?the occasion for our meeting. 

The Apparitional Lesbian, published in 1993, is con- 
^ % cerned with hauntings, literary and otherwise. “When 

,, * it comes to lesbians,” Castle writes, “many people 

III I have trouble seeing what’s in front of them. The les- 

|? bian remains a kind of‘ghost effect’ in the cinema 

world of modern life: elustvejswaporous, difficult to spot 
even when she is there, in plain view, mortal and magnificent, 
at the center of the screen.” Elegant and idiosyncratic* this collec- 
tion considers such figures as Sylvia Townsend Warner, Janet Flan- * 

ner, Marie Antoinette (who evidently may have played the shep- ^ 

herdess in more ways than one), mezzo opera diva Brigitte Fassbaen-^^' % 

der, and a “hoodish” stone butch named Ed who swam at the same com- 
lunity pool where Castle took lessons as a child. It was a breakthrough 
»ok, both in its beautiful theory — which appli 


. endlessly— and, clear¬ 
ly, for Castle as a writer. Up from the 18th century, she was now somehow 
free to write lines like, “Ed, Ed, my first, my only undressing.” 

Three years later, the population of Castle’s spirit world has In the 

soigne Kindred Spirits, she finds that Noel Coward and Radclyffe Hall, who knew 
each other casually, profoundly haunted each other sartorially, thematically, 
and as much-lo^ed, much-mocked characters in each other’s work. 

Though his preferred mode was satire, hers melodrama, there was, 
between them, a kind of deep intertextual love, a secret conversa- : - 
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Christopher Isherwood Diaries, Volume One 


by Roberto Friedman 


Diaries, Volume 1:1939-1960, edited by Katherine Buck- 
nell; HarperCollins, $40 


^^Mneteen thirty-nine was a turning point 
* / not only for world history, but for British 

/ novelist Christopher Isherwood, who that year 

f embarked with poet W.H. Auden for the 

States, where he would reside for the rest of his life. Paci¬ 


fist, spiritualist, social animal, and homosexual, Isherwood 
was ready-made for California, where Los Angeles (which 
he deemed “the ugliest city on earth”) would become his 
home. 

Isherwood kept diaries as a discipline, and now the first 
volume of his unexpurgated Diaries, edited by Katherine 
Bucknell and covering the period 1939-1960, has been 
published. At 1,048 pages, with a lengthy introduction, 
footnotes, and a helpful glossary of names, chronology 
and index, the book is quite a bit to get through. It can be 
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by Chris Cuiwell 
and Pithy Galore 


ne of our well-placed Holly- 
,5 wood moles has been feel¬ 
ing awfully chatty lately. 
Seems a certain comedian 
whose last flick bombed big time 
(his initials are those of a Mes¬ 
sianic prophet) is fast progressing 
from being a sweet and unassum¬ 
ing wit to an asshole of gargantu¬ 
an proportions. According to our 
mole, Mr. Prima Donna’s latest 
venture into self-indulgence in¬ 
volves the transporting of his 
Great Dane via Lear jet to the lo¬ 
cation of his latest shoot, some 
backwater down South. And that’s 
not all. Apparently pooch was ac¬ 
companied by several of the co¬ 
median’s best friends, not because 
he wanted them to take a trip, 
mind you, but because Dumb 
Actor didn’t want to go bowling 
by himself. You’ll want to remem¬ 
ber these tidbits the next time you 
plunk down $7 to see a Holly¬ 
wood movie. 



Liz Taylor 


Red ribbons for Liz 

Another Hollywood source — 
no, not the Oily Avian One, he’s 
still holed up in Tegucigalpa with 
those nasty anal warts — called to 
tell us that the guest list for Eliza¬ 
beth Taylor’s big 65th birthday 
bash on February 16 is, rather like 
an anal wart, spreading in all di¬ 
rections. The black-tie gala — an 
AIDS benefit she calls “A Celebra¬ 
tion of Life” — now boasts an im¬ 
probable roster of luminaries that 
commingles trashy stars like 
Roseanne, Michael Jackson, 
John Travolta and Ellen De- 
generes with New York socialites 
like Blaine Trump and Anne 
Bass. Mica Ertegun is rumored 
to be on the guest list now, along 
with Princess Diana. This Pro¬ 
cession of the Red Ribbons will be 
taped for a future broadcast. 

Queer gadfly 

We think New York scribe 
Daniel Harris should be on Liz’s 
guest list, as, doubtless, he’d liven 
up her dreary confab! Harris, who 


occasionally deigns to write for 
this rag, could perhaps entertain 
the crowd by reading excerpts 
from his forthcoming book, The 
Rise and Fall of Gay Culture, the 
galleys of which we’ve managed to 
get our hands on. We recommend 
for. Liz’s guests’ reading pleasure 
the infamous chapter first pub¬ 
lished in Harper’s several years 
ago, “The Kitschification of 
AIDS,” in which Harris writes, 
“AIDS has become so thoroughly 
commercialized that the market¬ 
ing of compassion now sustains a 
number of flourishing cottage in¬ 
dustries,” which, he argues, “testi¬ 
fies to the increasingly intimate al¬ 
liance of commerce and death.” 
This “playground for kitsch” has 
“eroded conventional portrayals 
of the disease in ways that suggest 
that, to a far greater extent than 
other illnesses, the current epi¬ 
demic is intrinsically vulnerable 
to the abuse of yellow journalists, 
celebrities, New Age healers, pop 
psychologists, holistic chiroprac¬ 
tors, and Hollywood producers — 
to name just a few of those who 
have transformed it into a trite 
melodrama, a cozy bedtime story 
narrated in a teary sing-song for 
the edification of the American 
public.” 

Liz’s guests probably 
wouldn’t care, but Harris’ 
comments on AIDS kitsch 
reflect his book’s central 
thesis, that homosex¬ 
uals have been swal¬ 
lowed up by com¬ 
mercial interests and 
the trends they pro¬ 
duce into a “single 
monolithic cul¬ 
ture” that threatens 
to render useless 
the weapons we’ve historically 
used to deal with oppression: 
camp and art. The Rise and Fall of 
Gay Culture hits bookstores in 
May ’97. 

A clown for all seasons 

Oh, that incredible Liza Min¬ 
nelli. Not only is she a singer and 
an actress but she’s the daughter 
of eternal queer icon Judy Gar¬ 
land. But wait, what’s this? Liza 
could neither sing nor dance 
while subbing for Julie Andrews 
last month in Victor/Victoria ? Yes, 
we’ve all heard the stories by now: 
Liza’s been flubbing lines, missing 
cues, dropping props, and gener¬ 
ally being so incompetent that co- 
star Tony Roberts threatened to 
quit the show. Well, we’re not sur¬ 
prised. We knew Liza was ready 
for retirement back in ’70s when 
she made the ludicrously inane 
Lucky Lady. Oddly enough, the 
only other person who knew the 
truth about Liza at the time was 
that nasty toad John Simon, 
who, in the pages of New York 
magazine, shelved the head-in¬ 


butt-routine long enough to 
memorably describe the appari¬ 
tion that is Judy’s daughter: 
“Plain, ludicrously rather than pa¬ 
thetically plain. That turnipy nose 
overhanging a forward-gaping 
mouth and hastily retreating chin, 
that bulbous cranium with eyes as 
big (and inexpressive) as saucers; 
those are the appurtenances of a 
clown — a funny clown, not even 
a sad clown.” 
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R.W. Fassbinder 



Fassbinder lives 

There are other reasons to 
travel to New York this week be¬ 
sides seeing Liza self-de¬ 
struct in Victor/Victo¬ 
ria. For instance, 
there’s the Fass¬ 
binder retrospective 
1 at MoMA. One of 
our NY chums 
who’s been attending 
the screenings says 
this is one of the 
most important 
film events of the 
decade, no over¬ 
statement consid¬ 
ering the celebs who have been at¬ 
tending the screenings, everyone 
from Martin Scorsese and 
Woody Allen to Molly Haskell 
and Ed Koch. Yes, leave it to an 
iconoclast like Fassbinder to bring 
out the best and worst of New 
York. 

Stargazing aside, the real at¬ 


traction, our friend says, are the 
films themselves, several of which 
have never before been seen out¬ 
side the late director’s native Ger¬ 
many, including Nora Helmer, the 
filmmaker’s own take on Henrik 
Ibsen’s The Doll’s House, in 
which the lead female protagonist 
doesn’t leave home; and Women 
in Love,' an adaptation of Clare 
Boothe Luce’s comedy The 
Women. We do hope the Fass¬ 
binder retrospective travels to San 
Francisco, as the latter flick would 
certainly go over well at the Cas¬ 
tro Theatre. 

Sisters, brothers 

Soiled minxes Portia and So¬ 
phie Capplethwaite were think¬ 
ing about attending the Fass¬ 
binder retrospective themselves, 
but they’ve been too busy in SF 
crashing tony art openings and 
making fools of themselves. Their 
latest exercise in self-sabotage was 
at the Ansel Adams Gallery’s re¬ 
cent opening for Mike and Doug 
Starn’s photography-based, 
mixed-media show Size of Earth. 
No sooner were the two inside the 
gallery than Sophie, who is forev¬ 
er glomming on to art celebrities, 
began handing out her pathetic, 
food-encrusted cards to everyone 
in attendance. Not one to be up¬ 
staged, Portia responded by 
telling everyone within earshot 
about her new Ferragamo shoes 
and an unwholesome idea she has 
for a coffee-table photo book 
called Slums. People were ap¬ 
palled. 

Still, despite the bruit terrible 
and the hideous spectacle of a 
too-ample body stuffed into a 
chartreuse, splitting-at-the-seams 
pantsuit (Sophie’s get-up), the 
evening was a smash success. Lots 
of fab types were on hand, includ¬ 
ing art-team Anthony Aziz and 
Sammy Cucher, artists J. John 
Priola and Catherine Wagner, 
photographer Dan Nicoletta, 
Examiner art critic David Bonetti 
(in swank brown suede pants), 
and the very charming Anne 


Pasternak, wife of one of the 
Starn brothers and director of 
Creative Time, an organization 
that sponsors public art programs 
in New York. Also on hand was 
artist Margaret Crane, whose 
collaborative effort with Jon 
Winet, The Inaugural Ball, is also 
on display at the gallery. 

Portia and Sophie were a little 
less conspicuous at last Thurs¬ 
day’s unveiling of New York artist 
Glen Seator’s slightly bewilder¬ 
ing Approach at the Capp Street 
Project. The assembled crowd was 
so various in colors, classes, ages 
and fashion sensibilities that the 
two sisters would have blended 
right in, were they not, alas, two of 
nature’s least attractive creations. 
Easier on the eyes were Rigo ’97, 
Richard Pinegar, Billy Brag- 
man’s boyfriend Eric, wily and 
witty Hakeem Oseni, writer 
Jacques Servin and many of the 
other fine young things who 
showed up in various forms of 
rapturous, elegant, sexy and dirty 
dishabille. ▼ 
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SHO-PRO IHC and Executive Producer Sheldon Hatch present 
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STARTS FRIDAY, 


CENTURY THEATRES 

EMPIRE 3 , 

W. PORTAL 661-2539 j 


fPOLK NR. CALIFORNIA] 

ROYAL I 

THEATRE 474-0353 | 


i/ CENTURY THEATRES 

I CENTURY PLAZA 10, 

SO-SAN FRANCISCO 742-9200 { 


FEBRUARY 7th 


www.kautician.com 


&y Paramount Picture*. 


ALSO STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7th AT SELECT THEATRES AND DRIVE-INS THROUGHOUT THE BAY AREA • NO PASSES 


"HYSTERICAL! EASILY A THOUSAND LAUGHS!’ 


- Louise Palanker, PREMIERE RADIO 


"A hilarious modern day fairy tale!' 

- Jim Ferguson, PREVUE CHANNEL 

"A beauty of a performance by Fran Drescher." 

- Mike Cidoni, 'TAKE ONE” MAGAZINE and ABC-TV 
A mUSt See. - Rick Anthony, LAFM 

''Utterly hilarious! Simply stupendous!" 

- Ron Brewington, AMERICAN URBAN RADIO NETWORKS 


"Love doesn't come wrapped any funnier!' 

- Diane Kaminsky, CBS-TV 

"Dalton & Drescher light up the screen. 
Their chemistry is magical." 

- Bonnie Laufer-Krebs, GLOBAL TV, CANADA 

"Fran Drescher has never been funnier." 

- Diane Diaz, NBC-TV 


loudest voices and the least edu¬ 
cation get heard the most. “It’s 
just not the same way in Canada” 
he claims. “We have total access to 
all things American, plus great ac¬ 
cess to what Europe — especially 
France and England — left us. 
We’re less xenophobic and more 
willing to try different things.” 

Part of Fraser’s ambivalence 
about the States might stem from 
the fact that his work has been less 
than warmly embraced here. 
When Poor Superman, the tale of 
a gay artist who becomes involved 
with a married cafe owner, pre¬ 
miered at Cincinnati’s Ensemble 
Theatre in 1994, the vice squad 
was on hand because they had 
been alerted to the show’s frontal 
nudity, blunt language, and simu¬ 
lated oral and anal sex, all of 
which, of course, is an affront to 


attended a school for the perform¬ 
ing arts and won a playwriting 
competition at age 16 and won 
again the next year, this time in the 
adult category. At 18, his first play 
was produced. Though he waited 
tables, worked retail, and served as 
a phone operator, his aspirations 
always involved writing. His evo¬ 
lution as an out gay artist hap¬ 
pened slowly. “When my play 
Wolfboy was produced in 1982, it 
was hard to convince anyone I was 
straight,” Fraser says. With strong 
gay content, Wolfboy successfully 
outed its playwright, if not the 
young star of the Toronto produc¬ 
tion, a then-unknown Keanu 
Reeves, and became Fraser’s first 
big hit. After what Fraser describes 
as an “abysmal” production in 
Toronto, the playwright, grum- 
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Playwright Brad Fraser 
prefers multimedia to actors 


by Chad Jones 


Actors are not a group of people 
I admire. They’re stupid, lazy 
people getting away with doing as 
little as they can. I can’t wait until 
they devise virtual people. I’ll write 
the words, do the voices, and 
design the people.” 


Unconventional wisdom 


Brad Fraser 


zero weather to attend Saturday’s 
opening. “San Francisco is not a 
favorite city of mine,” Fraser says 
in a telephone interview from the 
frozen North. “I found it dirty and 
depressing, especially the gay 
areas. There was a desolation and 
a desperation to it all that I found 
off-putting. It had an end-of-the- 
world feel, like these people had 
run away as far as they could go. I 
know you’re supposed to love San 
Francisco, but there are better 
cities.” 

Like most Canadians, Fraser 
admits to a certain ambivalence 
concerning the U.S., a place where 
it often seems like those with the 


public decency in Ohio. Ultimate¬ 
ly, the furor died down, though, 
and people even became surpris¬ 
ingly supportive. “The people of 
Cincinnati were terrific,” Fraser 
recalls. “People sought me out and 
welcomed me. I think they want¬ 
ed to make sure this wasn’t the 
Mapplethorpe scandal all over 
again. In fact, one night after the 
show, two of the vice squad guys 
even stayed behind to tell me how 
much they liked the show.” 

‘Fuck the theater’ 

Fraser says he became a writer 
the day he learned to write. Grow¬ 
ing up in Edmonton, Alberta, he 


ou know you’re a play¬ 
wright of consequence 
when the Cincinnati vice 
squad threatens to close down one 
of your shows. Brad Fraser can 
claim this distinction along with 
the title of Canada’s preeminent 
gay playwright. 

The play most closely associat¬ 
ed with the 37-year-old Fraser at 
this point in his career is the 
lugubriously titled 1989 opus 
Unidentified Human Remains and 
the True Nature of Love, which was 
shortened to Love and Human Re¬ 
mains when the play was adapted 
for the screen in 1994. Both the 
play and the movie have found 
their way to San Francisco, but 
neither fared well with audiences. 
Though celebrated and award-be¬ 
strewn in cities around the world, 
from Calgary (where it premiered) 
to London to Sydney, Fraser’s con¬ 
troversial play about a gay man 
whose best friend turns out to be a 
serial killer fell flat here as well as 
in New York and Chicago. 

Local audiences will have an¬ 
other chance to see Fraser’s work 
when his 1994 hit Poor Superman 
takes its West Coast bow this Sat¬ 
urday in a new Kaliyuga Arts pro¬ 
duction at the SOMAR Theatre. 

Unfortunately, Fraser won’t be 
escaping Toronto’s ten-below- 


Courtesy of Brad Fraser 












































6 February 1997 BAY AREA REPORTER 41 



Lifting his voice 

Stanley E. Williams explores the true American aesthetic 


by Deborah Peifer 


conversation with Stanley 
E. Williams, Lorraine Hans- 
$ •• berry Theater’s Artistic Di¬ 
rector, is a lot like gazing into a 
finely woven tapestry of art, the¬ 
ater, and politics. Williams is a 
man schooled in the history of 
theater and African-American 
culture, one who takes his politics 
much more seriously than he 
takes himself. Now in its 16th sea¬ 
son, the Lorraine Hansberry The¬ 
ater, founded by Williams and his 
personal and professional partner, 
Quentin Easter, is, in Williams’ 
words, “at that crossroads that 
every small organization eventu¬ 
ally finds itself,” when the people 
in charge must make bold deci¬ 
sions about the future. 

Williams admits that when he 
and Easter started the theater, the 
idea that it might still be around 
16 years later was not even con¬ 
templated. “Sixteen years seems 
like a lot of time,” he says in an in¬ 
terview. “When we started, I did¬ 
n’t have a five-year plan, let alone 
a 20-year plan, but really, in terms 
of other arts organizations, 16 
years is not very long. I see other 
organizations, and at 16, they’re 
just on their way to becoming in¬ 
stitutions.” 

No rube in the world of the¬ 
ater, Williams realizes that if LHT 
is to thrive as an institution that 
will mean changes for him as well 
as the audience. “The face of 
American theater has changed 
over the past 16 years,” Williams 
explains. “And whether the domi¬ 
nant culture realizes it or not, the¬ 
aters like Lorraine Hansberry are 
at the forefront of that change. So, 
if we want to make this an insti¬ 
tution that lasts — something 
that will be around after I’m gone 
— we have to take responsibility 
and recognize that the kind of 
work we do has changed and will 
continue to do so.” 

As an institution, LHT can 
claim its rightful position as a 
leader because of its participation 
in what Williams calls our emerg¬ 
ing “American aesthetic.” “The¬ 
atres have become museums for 
the dominant culture,” says 
Williams emphatically. “I have 
gone to quite a few and felt like I 
was watching white paint dry, and 
then when I turned around and 
looked at the audience, I realized 
that, indeed, I was! Yet, as the 
country grows, culture becomes 
increasingly important to differ¬ 
ent people for different reasons, 
and what America [develops as a 
response] is an aesthetic that is 
uniquely American. 

“I’m not beating up on Euro¬ 
peans,” he continues, “but I run an 
American theater, so I have to ask 
myself, Where does America start 
for me? Did it begin with the 
British bringing over music, nov¬ 
els and stories, or did it begin with 
what the slaves did — and did 
again — with a lot of that mater¬ 
ial?” 

Questions about the American 
aesthetic — from whence it came, 
how it’s to be developed, and by 
what forces and whom — have 
consistendy been at the forefront 
of Williams’ mind while pro¬ 
gramming LHT’s seasons. “I’m 
not going to make this theater a 
museum. I want it to be a living 
thing, inclusive of everybody. It is 
natural for me to be inclusive,” he 
explains. And to this end, 
Williams has produced works as 
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Stanley E. Williams directs Lorraine Hansberry Theatre's Lift Every Voice series, which, this year, features entertainer Ruby Dee (above). 
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Williams photographed by Marc Geller 
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Coming home 

'Sling Blade': intriguing but uneven 


by Gary Morris 


etardation, like psy¬ 
chopathology, is one of 
those watersheds for serious 
actors. It’s almost a given that any 
actor who aspires to greatness 
must play a character whose lim¬ 
ited mental gifts don’t prevent 
him from dramatically altering 
the lives of those around him, 
usually for the better. Forrest 
Gump provides a recent template 
for this type, and the intriguing if 
uneven Sling Blade gives us 


Gump’s dark twin — the mildly 
retarded Karl (Billy Bob Thorn¬ 
ton), who, at the film’s opening, is 
being released from a state men¬ 
tal hospital after serving 25 years 
for murdering his mother and her 
lover. 

The opening scenes take place 
in the hospital, where Karl sits 
mute while another inmate (J.T. 
Walsh) describes in lurid detail 
the various sex crimes that land¬ 
ed him where he is. Karl is more 
forthcoming in an interview with 
a high school newspaper girl. This 
is an arresting scene, shot largely 


^ OFFICIAL SELECTION • CANNES FILM FESTIVALS 



Edward Guthmann, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
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by Colin Martin 


The New Conservatory Theatre Center 
25 Van Ness near Market, SF 


New Conservatory Theatre Center 


Trafficking 
In Broken Hearts 

pit bywin Sanchez 
' Directed by 
Arturo Catricala 



in one take, that is typical of the 
film’s ambitions. Karl’s conditions 
on the interview are exhaustive 
and impossible: no questions, the 
room in near-total darkness. But 
Karl does talk, and eventually re¬ 
sponds to the girl’s questions. He 
recites his “history” as he calls it, 
and what emerges is a picture of a 
confused little boy whose vicious 
fundamentalist parents forced 
him to retreat to an inner world 
that he only came out of long 
enough to commit murder. Now 
he’s coming out of a similar inner 
world — the hospital that was his 
home during his adolescence and 
adult life. 

Karl returns to his childhood 
hometown with no prospects. 
But, as with most such characters, 
he has one superior skill — fixing 
small engines — that helps him 
get a job as a mechanic. He meets 
a young boy, Frank Wheatley 
(Lucas Black), who suffers, as Karl 
did, at the hands of a tyrannical 
parent figure, Doyle (Dwight 
Yoakam), die abusive boyfriend of 
his mother Linda (Natalie Caner- 
day). Frank and Karl become 
friends, and Karl eventually 
moves into the Wheadey’s garage. 
As the friendship grows, he estab¬ 
lishes himself as an indispensable 
force in the lives of the family that 
adopts him. 

Karl is the film’s moral center, 
replacing in Frank’s eyes the fa¬ 
ther who killed himself, putting a 
vague protective wedge between 
the Wheatleys and Doyle, and 
even giving his (and thus the 
film’s) approval of the town 
queen, the hypersensitive Vaugh¬ 
an (John Ritter). The three major 
adult males in the film — Karl, 
Doyle, and Vaughan — are all 
presented as potential but flawed 
father figures for Frank, but it’s 
Karl who gives the nod to Vaugh¬ 
an when he says, “I reckon you 
don’t have to go with women to 
be a good daddy to that boy.” 

More pitiful homos 

While the script approves of 
Vaughan almost too wholeheart¬ 
edly, the anxieties gay characters 
continue to generate, even in an 
independent film like this, contin¬ 
ue to manifest in him. Ritter only 
makes Vaughan come alive inter- 
mittendy, and his very presence in 
the narrative raises as many ques¬ 
tions as it answers. He’s a “big-city 
queer,” as Frank calls him (not un¬ 
sympathetically), who moved 
from St. Louis to the stix to run a 
market. He says he hates small¬ 
town life but stays there because 
of Linda and Frank, though he’s 
pathetically ill-equipped to shield 
them from the ravages of Doyle. 
His love life — he’s having an af¬ 
fair with the local undertaker — 
is treated almost comically, but 


reeks of ’50s repression. He talks 
about “a certain other person” in 
hushed tones, and imagines that 
no one knows about his secret life, 
though everyone, including 
Doyle, gossips incessantly about 
it. His buffoonery, perhaps best 
characterized by a quasi-Mohawk 
hairdo he sports on an aging 
scalp, points to a lack of self- 
knowledge, which in turn reflects 
Karl’s mysterious personality. The 
film acknowledges their similarity 
when Vaughan talks to Karl about 
the “hand we’ve been dealt in life 
— well, we’re different.” The 
comic kicker, typical of much of 
the film’s ironic humor, comes 
when the misguided Vaughan 
tries to shock a rather blase Karl 
by declaring, “I’m gay... does that 
surprise you?” 

Triple-threat Billy Bob Thorn¬ 
ton (screenwriter, director, and 


star) scores in his first directorial 
effort, as Sling Blade leaves a 
strong impression in a number of 
powerful set-pieces. (Watch for 
Robert Duvall’s ghoulish bit as a 
demented, babbling recluse — 
Karl’s father.) Thornton’s ability 
to mingle black humor with seri¬ 
ous, sometimes grim concerns 
pulls the film out of the realm of 
soap opera. The downside is that 
his characters, with the exception 
of Karl and Frank, tend to be 
“types,” embodying a single char¬ 
acteristic, rather than being com¬ 
plex, believable people. Thus, 
Linda is far too sweet, Doyle is too 
much the total asshole, and 
Vaughan is just another ineffectu¬ 
al homosexual. T 


Sling Blade is in general 
release. 


Writer, director, star, Billy Bob Thornton. 
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Beefcake by any other name 


by Glen Helfand 


Salute, Walt Whitman by Duane 
Michals;Twin Palms, $45 

. hotographer Duane Michals 
•' fancies himself a man of let¬ 
ters, and his latest book, 
Salute, Walt Whitman, is his most 
literary volume to date. It finds the 
64-year-old Michals singing the 
praises of Whitman, that great 
granddaddy of queer art. Salute is 
a perfect union of concerns and 
sensibilities, as Michals, like Whit¬ 
man, has consistently sought in his 
work to channel gay vision into 
more universal realms of roman¬ 
tic humanism. Michals has often 
spoken of his long-term interest in 


pher’s upstate New York farm. 
Posed in bucolic country land¬ 
scapes, he represents an innocent 
man at one with nature. Accord¬ 
ing to the artist, this perpetually 
shirtless young buck is the type 
Whitman would have written 
about. Occasionally Michals even 
poses his swain next to a paunchy, 
white-whiskered Walt imperson¬ 
ator who lures him into the 
woods, presumably for a poetry 
lesson. Hubba, hubba. 

Michals’ work tends more to¬ 
ward subdued sensuality than 
sexual forthrightness. (“I’m not 
Mapplethorpe’s kind or RuPaul’s 
kind. I am Walt Whitman’s kind,” 
he said in a recent interview.) 
Which explains an image like the 
one in which his model reclines 


Michals'costume-drama ode to 
Civil War soldiers is a misfire. 


Whitman, and in the frontispiece 
to this volume he even pens a little 
poem describing his affinity with 
the 19th-century poet: “I sing the 
songs >Valt Whitman sang/They 
ring around my mind/I recognize 
his cosmic slang/I am Walt Whit¬ 
man’s kind.” 

Michals reverent bow to Whit¬ 
man consists of interpretive, illus¬ 
trative pictures (all black and 
white) accompanied by a gener¬ 
ous selection of Whitman’s writ¬ 
ing — along with some of 
Michals’ own. For the purposes of 
this earthy photographic homage, 
Michals cast a wholesome “local 
kid” who lives near the photogra- 


with a sprig of lilacs clutched be¬ 
tween his lips, the words “Young 
men dream in the gardens of the 
dead, with flowers growing from 
their heads,” wistfully written 
above the image. Elsewhere he 
photographs the lad pensively 
poring over a New York Times 
with headlines announcing JFK’s 
assassination. Michals may be at¬ 
tempting some sort of cultural 
update here, but the picture seems 
more revealing of the artist’s ad¬ 
vancing age. 

Beyond the visual metaphors, 
however, Michals clearly appreci¬ 
ates beefcake. In one series, his 
model, who is rarely fully clothed, 


peels down to his Speedo for a 
Thomas Eakins-style swimming 
hole dip. Later, he splashes nude 
in a pond, looking like a male 
siren luring men to slip into their 
natural instincts. 

Michals softens the brawn 
with Whitman’s words. In one se¬ 
quence, the model naps in a field 
next to a freshly rolled bale of hay. 
His head is tucked into a cue card¬ 
sized Whitman notebook. The 
images seem like stills from a ’50s 
art film and depict the scene from 
increasingly distant perspectives, 
eventually rendering the figure a 
small component of the country 
landscape. In another, the dozing 
boy is covered with autumn 
leaves, the notebook open to the 
word “adhesiveness.” In the final 
picture of the series, he’s disap¬ 
peared, apparently blending into 
the compost heap. 

Salute features only a few such 
serial pieces, the type of work for 
which Michals is best known, 
concentrating more on single¬ 
frame images, which are not his 
most successful. Michals’ cos¬ 
tume-drama style ode to Civil 
War soldiers is a misfire, but there 
are some decent pictures that 
commingle Whitman’s words 
with human flesh. In one, Michals 
superimposes the title page of the 
1855 edition of Leaves of Grass 
over the bare chest of his model, 
who just happens to be holding 
two clumps of grass. This fetch¬ 
ing, if perhaps too literal, mix of 
text and torso helps cast Michals 
as a highbrow version of Whit- 
manesque fashion photographer 
Bruce Weber, a role better-suited 
to a tribute to Ralph Lauren. ▼ 



Cover image of Salute, Walt Whitman. 
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Solo flight 


A cclaimed New York solo performer James Lecesne returns to 
the Bay Area February 8-9 with his acclaimed one-person 
show Word of Mouth , a runaway hit at last year’s Solo Mio 
Festival. A tour de force of characters, voices and stories. Word of 
Mouth reflects the complexities, joys and anxieties of modern life, 
as told from an ironic, witty, and unabashedly gay sensibility. In¬ 
spired by Lily Tomlin and monologist Ruth Draper, Lecesne, who 
has produced, written and starred in 15 one-person shows in New 
York, redefines solo performance with this virtuosic and inspired 
stage performance. Word of Mouth wilt be performed February 8 
(8 p.m.) and 9 (5 p.m.) at the Osher Marin Jewish Community 
Center’s Hoytt Theater, 200 North San Pedro Road in San Rafael. 
For tickets and information, call 479-2000 or 510-762-BASS. ▼ 


4MEN 

It's Just a Regular LD Call! Must Be 18+ 


LIVE EROTIC 
JACK OFF SHOWS 


A MAN’S BARBERSHOP 


APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AND NOT NECESSARY 


2195 MARKET/15 M-F 9 am - 10 pm 
(Next to Image Leather) SAT 9 am - 6 pm 
SF (415) 621-6448 SUN 11 am - 6 pm 
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Isherwood 
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SATURDAYS :00-4:00-7:30-9:00-11:00PM 
SUNDAY:! :00-4:00-6:00-8:30PM 


M Arts cover 

read as a love story (Isherwood 
met 18-year-old Don Bachardy in 
1953, and many of these pages 
chronicle their often tempestuous 
life together), a spiritual quest 
(Isherwood was a disciple of the 
Hindu monk Swami Prabha- 
vananda), and a portrait of a time 
and place that will never come 
again (Hollywood society in the 
’40s and ’50s). 

Many famous names appear 
throughout— not only stars like 
Garbo and Chaplin, but intellec¬ 
tuals and thinkers like Aldous 
Huxley and Bertrand Russell. Ex¬ 
patriate life agrees with Isher¬ 
wood: he loves America “because 
I don't belong. Because I’m not in¬ 
volved in its traditions, not born 
under the curse of its history.” Re¬ 
freshingly, he enjoys people for 
their interests, spiritual, literary or 
otherwise, not for how they look, 
how they dress, or who they 
know. 

Isherwood was spiritually en¬ 
gaged, without pretension. For a 
time he lived as a monk with the 
Hindu Vedanta, but even after 
edging away from monastic vows 
of poverty, chastity and anonymi¬ 
ty, he remained devoted to his 
guru, to the benefits of medita¬ 
tion, and to the practice of mak¬ 
ing japam (a Vedanta method in¬ 
volving the repetition of one’s 
mantra). 

So it’s jarring to go from the 
monastery journals to his ’48 jot¬ 
tings aboard ship on one of his re¬ 
turns to Europe: “The Pernod has 
run out, so we have to make do 
with cognac.” Thus begins the 
record of a hedonistic spell that 
would last for years. On the 
Grand Tours, on jaunts to New 
York and London, celebrities of 
screen and page appear in in¬ 
creasingly glamorous settings: 
“Ten”[nessee] Williams (first de¬ 
scribed as a “strange boy, small, 
plump”), Gore [Vidal], John Giel¬ 
gud, Wystan [Auden] and Chester 
Kallmann at Ischia ... the parade 
of the famous and fabulous goes 
on for hundreds of pages. There’s 
a marvelous anecdote of a drunk¬ 
en Dylan Thomas meeting Shel¬ 
ley Winters’ breasts. Igor and Vera 
Stravinsky become dear .friends 
and frequent visitors. Bachardy 
and Isherwood smoke kif with 
Paul Bowles in Tangier, only to 
have twitty paranoid reactions. 
Isherwood later experiments with 
mescaline, anticipating spiritual 
pay-offs, experiencing only dis¬ 
orientation and heightened per¬ 
ception. 

Throughout periods of heavy 


Isherwood portrait by Don Bachardy. 
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drinking and promiscuity, these 
diaries serve as a confessional and 
a goad to higher pursuits. Isher¬ 
wood tortures himself about 
making progress on his novels, as 
only an author with a reputation 
to uphold can. (During this peri¬ 
od he produced Prater Violet and 
Down There on a Visit , but his 
best-known works, The Last of 
Mr. Norris and Goodbye to 
Berlin — the basis of Cabaret — 
were behind him.) 

As always in diaries, one can’t 
hide one’s true nature. For all of 
his strivings for enlightenment, 
Isherwood is revealed as all too 
human, exhibiting petty griev¬ 
ances, long-held grudges, dollops 
of misogyny, the aging homosex¬ 
ual’s terror of getting old and fat, 
and vestigial anti-Semitism (one 
too many “round-faced little Jew- 
boy”s for this reviewer). Still, he is 
unfailingly honest, and mostly 
humane in his innermost 
thoughts. 

The transplanted Englishman 


made good money writing for 
Hollywood, and entry upon entry 
record his anxieties about closing 
this or that deal with the studios. 
Apparendy Bachardy, Isherwood’s 
legatee, insisted upon the diaries 
being published in full. The num¬ 
ber of repetitive or inconsequen¬ 
tial (except to scholars) entries is 
thus quite high. The diaries really 
should have been edited down. 
Still, their publication is an im¬ 
portant literary event. Isherwood’s 
ruminations rank right up there 
with the Cheever journals and the 
Warhol diary, and has elements of 
both. But the voice, the life, its 
idiosyncratic mix of monastic am¬ 
bition and gay Hollywood high 
life— all are unmistakably 
Christopher Isherwood. T 


Don Bachardy reads from 
Isherwood’s Diaries on Monday, 
February 10 at 7:30 p.m. at A 
Different Light, 489 Castro. 

Call 431-0891 for information. 


Photo by Ed Glendinr 
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Thin and fabulous 


by Patrick D. Hoctel 


B oth William Powell and Myrna Loy labored in silents and early 
talkies — he often as a swarthy villain, she as an “exotic” — 
before really hitting their collective stride as Nick and Nora 
Charles in W.S. Van Dykes 1934 film adaptation of Dashiell Ham¬ 
mett’s novel. The Thin Man. The quip-trading Charleses, reported¬ 
ly modeled on Hammett and his longtime companion, playwright 
Lillian Heilman, offered something a little different in the Depres¬ 
sion-era ’30s, a portrait of a thoroughly modem marriage that was 
at once loving, funny, effortlessly chic, and slightly risque, especial¬ 
ly when laced with martinis. The tremendous popularity of the film 
led to five sequels and Loy’s honorary title of Queen of Hollywood. 

Powell, who forever after was identified with the title character 
even though the Thin Man was actually that movie’s first murder 
victim, was no stranger to the sleuthing game. Earlier, he’d played 
S.S. Van Dine’s detective hero Philo Vance in four films, the best of 
which is Michael Curtiz’s (Casablanca, Mildred Pierce) 1933 The 
Kennel Murder Case. The wealthy man-about-town dick was a per¬ 
fect fit for the suave Powell and can be seen as a warm-up role for 
his later success as Nick Charles. Here, ably abetted by Mary Astor 
and Eugene Pallette, he’s on the case of a death that many would 
like to see remain classified a suicide, although Vance has other 
ideas. The Scottie dog and Doberman that help him out do not an 
Asta make, however. ▼ 


The Thin Man and The Kennel Murder Case play the Castro 
Theatre February 9. 


hodgepodge of material — 
letters from Ettner’s patients, her 
letters to surgeons recommending 
sexual reassignment surgery, let¬ 
ters from her physician husband 
about her patients’ medical prob¬ 
lems — laced together by some of 
Ettner’s own engaging writing. 
Too often, I found myself won¬ 
dering why I was reading a 
lengthy epistle packed with infor¬ 
mation I already knew — and this 
in a book decidedly on the slim 
side. 

Ettner does let her patients 
speak for themselves, though that 
“speaking,” we should remember, 
is directed at the therapist who 
must give them a go-ahead to 
transition. This means that the 
patients’ letters, while interesting 
examples of what one might write 
in that extreme circumstance, are 
formal and worked-over. Still, 
there is much fascinating materi¬ 
al, particularly in how family, 


friends, and workmates re¬ 
spond. I just wish that Ettner, who 
can write, had trusted herself to 
dig beneath her own skin and ful¬ 
fill the promise of a great title. 
After all, the rigidities and fluidi¬ 
ties of gender identity and expres¬ 
sion impact everyone, not just the 
transgendered. 

The mystery is to whom Con¬ 
fessions is directed. It’s a quick 
read; its publicity trumpets that 
you can ramble through it in 
three hours. But because of its 
free-associative nature, Ettner 
mentions facts and names, like the 
Harry Benjamin International 
Gender Dysphoria Association 
(HBIGDA) and its Standards of 
Care (SOC), without ever ex¬ 
plaining why they’re important. 
Confessions would raise a million 
unanswered questions from any¬ 
one debating his/her own gender 
identity or seeking sexual reas¬ 


signment surgery, and the 
bibliography, with its learned 
papers from psychiatric jour¬ 
nals and HBIGDA, doesn’t 
help. Perhaps family members 
who don’t want to know too 
much might find the book a 
solace, and you’d be perform¬ 
ing a good deed to slide it be¬ 
tween James Michener and 
Danielle Steel on the shelves of 
your local B&B. But mostly, I 
think Ettner wrote her book for 
members of the helping profes¬ 
sions who don’t want to appear 
as dim as Mr. Perreten. Call it TG 
Lite. 


‘True Selves’ 

The authors of True Selves, 
clinical sexologist and therapist 
Mildred L. Brown and journalist 
Chloe Ann Rounsley, say what 
they hope their book will do: fill a 
gap by providing practical infor¬ 
mation about transsexualism to 
laypeople. In this it succeeds. After 
reading this book, the previously 
ignorant could attend a transgen¬ 
der support group and under¬ 
stand what people are talking 
about. In other words, this book 
teaches a language and gives the 
important place names on the 
map called Gender Dysphoria. 
What’s vital to remember here is 
that the interpretation of both 
map and language comes from a 
therapist who plainly says that 
every therapeutic hurdle strewn 
in your path is for your own good. 

In the first chapter, which de¬ 
fines terminology, the authors dis¬ 
tinguish between transsexuals and 
page 49 ► 


Changes 


by Linnea Due 


Confessions of a Gender Defender 
by Randi Ettner, Ph.D.; Chicago 
Spectrum, $14.95 

True Selves by Mildred L. Brown 
and Chloe Ann Rounsley; Jossey- 
Bass, $25 

11 n a recent piece on gay mar¬ 
riage, Windy City Times editor 

Dan Perreten unleashed some 
venom via a parenthetical remark: 
“... transgendered activists [claim] 
that gender itself is just a social 
construct, never mind the fairly 
clear physical differences between 
the sexes that most of us have no 
problem distinguishing. This ar¬ 
gument holds that the rest of the 
world’s very perception of reality 
must shift in order for this tiny 
minority to feel comfortable, 
wishful thinking of the highest 
order.” 

The people you’ll meet in Con¬ 
fessions of a Gender Defender and 
True Selves are about as far from 
an activist army of Judith Butler¬ 
quoting clones as you can get. But 


then, both books are writ¬ 
ten by clinicians, so the 
model here is medical, not 
social or political, not even 
psychosocial, Both are rem¬ 
iniscent of the ’50s and ’60s, 
when “good shrinks” inter¬ 
preted “deviant” behavior to 
the public, which still, forty 
years later, prefers causatives 
like “hopelessly demented” 
or “self-will run riot” to “dif¬ 
ferent genes for different 
folks.” As did their elders, 
these latter-day saints are 
coming to tell us that trans¬ 
sexualism is not a choice. 

From the title, I expected 
Confessions of a Gender De¬ 
fender to be challenging and 
candid, a therapist confronting 
her own assumptions and train¬ 
ing, perhaps on the order of Abra¬ 
ham Verghese’s brilliant My Own 
Country: A Doctors Story. But the 
only “confession” Randi Ettner 
makes is that once, while on a 
business trip, she had dinner with 
a man who is not her husband. 
Confessions reads as if it were 
slapped together during Rosie and 
Oprah commercial breaks: it’s a 
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Queer Yiddishkeits on the move 


by Wayne Hoffman 


$is|P he revolution has begun, 
and gay men and lesbians 
are leading the battle. The 
revolution is the Jewish Cultural 
Revolution, and according to San 
Francisco-based Davka magazine, 
one of the major changes it has 
brought is the blossoming of 
“queer Yiddishkeit” — a gay per¬ 
spective on Jewishness and Yid¬ 
dish culture. 

“Queer Yiddishkeit, to me, is 
the most significant development 
in Jewish culture today,” says Alan 
Kaufman, editor-in-chief of the 
Jewish quarterly. “It’s achieving 
rapprochement, linkage with a lost 
world of our community, the 
world of the pre-Holocaust, a 
world that was completely elimi¬ 


nated. This group of exciting and 
talented people have found a way 
to make die dead live again and in¬ 
form their own cultural activity.” 

Kaufman, a spoken-word poet, 
launched Davka a year ago with 
the aim of challenging the guard¬ 
ed inexpressiveness of the Jewish 
American press. A performance- 
based literary magazine, Davka 
includes photography and poetry, 
profiles and essays. However it’s 
viewed in larger Jewish circles, 
everyone agrees that the one thing 
it isn’t is boring. 

What Davka lacks in breadth 
— circulation around 1,000 — it 
makes up for in depth. The array 
of poets, writers, artists, and 
celebrities is impressive and in¬ 
triguing; in the current issue, it’s 
also quite sexy. Porn goddess 
Annie Sprinkle and smut-peddler 


Al Goldstein stand alongside play¬ 
wright Tony Kushner and comedi¬ 
an Lenny Bruce. But more specif¬ 
ically than sex, it’s queerness that’s 
at issue for the most part. It’s not a 
popular issue in the generally cau¬ 
tious Jewish media, but then 
“Davka” comes from a Hebrew 
word meaning “to do something 
despite being told not to do it.” 

Reclaiming Yiddish culture has 
become increasingly popular 
among a certain segment of gay 
and lesbian Jews, most of whom 
are decades too young to remem¬ 
ber its golden age. For some, it’s a 
way to tap into Jewishness as an 
ethnicity without the trappings of 
Judaism as a religion; for others 
it’s a way to re-connect to their 
history in a way that was often de¬ 
nied them as older generations 
shrugged off their difference in 
their struggles to assimilate. 

“Speaking Yiddish is a way of 
expressing a Jewish identity that is 
secular, and it’s also a language 
that most Ashkenazi Jews are 
going to regard with a great deal 
of affection because they’ve heard 
their grandparents speak it,” says 
Victoria Stagg-Elliott, deputy edi¬ 
tor of England’s New Moon, a 
cutting-edge Jewish monthly. 
Stagg-Elliott, an American-born, 
twentysomething lesbian, sees 
why Yiddish may have a special 
appeal for gay men and lesbians. 

“For a lot of people, it’s a lan¬ 
guage their parents may have spo¬ 
ken but deliberately not taught to 
them,” she says, “so it’s a language 
of secrecy, which gay people know 
all about.” 

Gay Jews are hardly the only 
ones searching for new connec¬ 
tions to Jewish culture, but Yid¬ 
dishkeit seems to draw a dispro¬ 
portionately gay audience. Any 
quick survey of Yiddish language 
classes or klezmer musicians — 
playing traditional, jubilant-yet- 
melancholy, clarinet-driven, Yid¬ 
dish music — will confirm this 
phenomenon. 

“The people who are exploring 
Jewishness in interesting ways, 
I’ve noticed, tend to be gay,” says 
Kaufman, who is straight. “Why is 
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Pierce your scrotum. 

Tattoo your ass. 

Then, go to The Watergarden 
on Wednesday night. 

Show us any piercing 
(no clip-ons) or tattoo 
(no.rub-ons) and we'll take 
$10 off your room or locker. 

So, if you've got a man-made 
hole in your body...or a piece 
of art on your skin, you'll only 
have to pay $5 for a locker 
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Alan Kaufman, editor-in-chief of Davka. 


that? Because of the outsider ele¬ 
ment. The consciousness that 
produced some of the finest de¬ 
velopments in Jewish culture in 
the past came about under condi¬ 
tions of oppression, often through 
the celebration of one’s otherness. 
I think that in America, we’ve to¬ 
tally lost touch with this. Those 


among us who have not been al¬ 
lowed to forget that are gay.” 

Two elements are at work that 
brought queer Yiddishkeit to the 
fore: the larger.Jewish communi¬ 
ty’s assimilation, which results in 
the jettisoning of its most con¬ 
spicuous cultural markers, and 

page 51 ► 



REALITY check 


D avid Rousseve and his REALITY Dance Company take over 
the stage at Center for the Arts Theater (at Yerba Buena Gar¬ 
dens) Thursday through Saturday, February 6-8 at 8 p.m. and 
again on Sunday, February 9, at 2 p.m. The company's program is 
composed of excerpts from several works, including Colored Chil¬ 
dren Flyin' By (1990), Pop Dreams (1994), Whispers Angels (1995), 
and two West Coast premieres. Dry Each Other's Tears in the Still¬ 
ness of the Night (1993) and Love Stories (1996). Tickets for David 
Rousseve/REALITY ($18-$24) are available at City Box Office, 153 
Kearny Street #402, or by phone (415) 392-4400. Half-price tickets 
are available for students and senior citizens. Center for the Arts 
Theatre is located at 700 Howard Street. ▼ 
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Crazysexycool 


by Patrick D. Hoctel 

Best Gay Erotica 1997 selected 
and introduced by Douglas Sad- 
ownick; edited by Richard Labon- 
te; Cleis Press, $14.95 

henever an anthology 
" dubs itself the “best” of 

anything, detractors start 
climbing out of the woodwork to 
dispute that claim, as the editors 
of the Men on Men series could 
testify. Happily, Best Gay Erotica 
1997 editors Labonte and Sad- 
ownick can rest easy that their 
new collection of 23 stories won’t 
be facing many brickbats; it’s an 
enjoyably eclectic work full of sur¬ 
prises that ranks near the top of 
the gay erotica heap. 

Although there are a few tales 
that would be more at home in 
the back pages of In Touch or 
Honcho, where enormous mush- 
room-head cocks always perform 
both memorably and without fail, 
there’s more than enough here to 
compensate for a couple rather 
hackneyed choices. For those who 
demand diversity in their diet, 
there’s interracial sex, hustler sex, 
backroom sex, sex alfresco , super¬ 
hero sex, Daddy-Boy sex, sex unto 
death, movie set sex, S&M brand¬ 
ing sex and, yes, even sex with 
Satan. In other words, the prover¬ 
bial something for everyone. 

What really distinguishes BGE 
from its competitors, though, is 
the quality of the writing. Labon- 
te and Sadownick have assembled 
a crew of writers, ranging from 


performance artist Justin 
Chin to Leather Daddy Cor¬ 
nelius Conboy, from ex¬ 
porn star Scott O’Hara to 
literary light Kevin Killian, 
who know how to illumi¬ 
nate the vagaries of male- 
male attraction with 
humor, insight and a great 
deal of heat. 

Welcome slant 

The anthology succeeds 
in other ways as well. Sev¬ 
eral stories (“Motherfuck¬ 
ers,” “Steel Gray,” “South¬ 
ern Sheriff”) pointedly 
feature condom use, yet manage 
to make the latex wonder a neces¬ 
sity and a sexy fetish item without 
being preachy. Also welcome is 
the book’s decidedly West Coast 
slant, with San Francisco and LA 
as the prime locales for much of 
the action. And lovers of Latins 
(and perhaps vice versa) won’t be 
disappointed, either; they’re well- 
represented (“Scenes From a Sex 
Life,” “Griffith Park Elegy,” 
“Threads”) and searingly por¬ 
trayed. 

Minus the aforementioned ex¬ 
ceptions, the rest of BGE is well 
worth a look. Among the stand¬ 
outs in this volume are Pansy (of 
Betty and Pansy fame) Bradshaw’s 
“Tricktych,” with its inspired use 
of ellipses; Simon Sheppard’s 
clever “Crescendo,” an S&M se¬ 
duction ritual set against the 
backdrop of Wagner’s Gotterdam- 
merung that’s funny, thrilling and 
excruciating (if, like me, you have 
a dread of sharp objects), with a 



nice twist at the end; Kevin Kil¬ 
lian’s disturbing, slightly surreal 
“Heat Wave”; Roberto Friedman’s 
perky paean to exhibitionism, 
“Exhibitionist Memoir: An Ex¬ 
cerpt”; Ken Butler’s exploration of 
the silver fox syndrome, “Steel 
Gray”; Michael Patrick Spillers’ 
achingly downbeat “Miserere”; 
and R.L. Kitzman’s noirish “The 
Lady in the Hatbox,” which would 
make a great David Lynch short. 

If you’re already in the mood, 
Best Gay Erotica 1997 might well 
be the perfect complement to an 
evening of onanistic indulgence. 
If you’re not, it might well be the 
perfect remedy for whatever ails 
you. T 


Contributors to Best Gay 
Erotica 1997 will host a reading 
at A Different Light Bookstore, 
Sunday, February 16, at 3:30 
p.m. Call 431-0891 for more 
information. 
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It’s not candy 


no intention of allowing these in¬ 
dividuals to define what is or is 
not erotic for the rest of us. 

So, Cleis Press, if you wish to 
publish a compilation of sado¬ 
masochistic writings, by all means 
do so, but have the courtesy please 
to label it as such. Had you called 
your current clutch of tales Best 
Sadistic Erotica, for example, I 
would not have had to waste a 
brain cell on it. And what of those 
women who aren’t lucky enough 
to have a local bookstore that car¬ 
ries other lesbian titles? Judging 
by the title of this book alone, 
women whose tastes run away 
from sadism have no way of 
knowing what horrors await 
them. Best Lesbian Erotica 1997 is 
neither erotic nor best. Frankly, if 
the only way to be a lesbian is to 
follow the stricture laid out in this 
sado-masochistic treasure-trove, 
I’d just as soon pass. ▼ 


by Deborah Peifer 


Best Lesbian Erotica 1997, 
selected and introduced by 
Jewelle Gomez; edited by 
Tristan Taormino; Cleis, 
$14.95 


must have been out of 

town when Cleis Press 
ill declared sado¬ 

masochism the official form 

— nay, the sole extant form 

— of sexual expression for 
the lesbian nation. How 
else to explain the fact that 
the woefully named Best 
Lesbian Erotica 1997 con¬ 
tains only sexuality bound 
up (pun intended) with 
pain, abuse and humilia¬ 
tion? Let me say that if an 
oversized dildo up the ass is your 
idea of a great time, you’ll find 
plenty to enjoy in this collection. 

I was looking forward to this 
anthology, and, in fact, had 
planned to read it one-handed. 
Unfortunately, I was entirely 
unaroused and unamused. I am 
sick to death of the current con¬ 
flation of sado-masochism (no, 
not S&M, which sounds a little 
too much like a children’s candy 
and not enough like what it is) 
with lesbian sexuality. Somehow 
those of us who think sex and vi¬ 
olence are antithetical are labeled 
anti-sex. Now I confess to a great 
fondness for sex. In fact, with the 
possible exception of a well-writ¬ 
ten mystery or a perfectly turned- 
out chocolate souffle, I’d have to 
say that nothing is better than sex. 
I will go further and say that al¬ 
though 1 feel only the greatest pity 
for masochists and sadists, I have 
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Terry Castle: her spirit world has grown. 


Terry Castle 

Arts cover 

tion about life and art and the 
Uranian way. In The Well of Lone¬ 
liness, Coward appears as 
Jonathan Brockett, the dandy and 
playwright who tries in vain to 
dissuade Stephen from going 
down as a martyr. Brockett 
stomps out of the book halfway 
through, disgusted. “He belongs 
in some other work,” writes Cas¬ 
tle — w ho admits she loves Hall 
in spite of herself— “The Well of 
Sociability, perhaps, or The Well of 
Feeling Better, or The Well of Hav¬ 
ing a Good Time.” 

Meanwhile, Hall pops up as 
muse, hero, and alter ego in Cow¬ 
ard’s work as well, most notably in 
the effervescent Blithe Spirit, 
which replicates, in its haunted 
triangle (a man, his current wife, 
and his dead wife as channeled by 
a medium), the famous, endless 
stances involving Radclyffe Hall, 
Una Troubridge (Hall’s longtime 
companion), and the persistent 
Mabel “Ladye” Batten (Hall’s dead 
ex-lover). Although the point for 
Una and Radclyffe (and Ladye) 
appears to have been that lesbians 
can successfully triangulate even 
beyond the grave, for Coward the 
spirit sessions, Castle argues, 
functioned as the dramatic escape 
scheme to a freer, more homoso¬ 
cial order. Coward’s hero, divest¬ 
ed in the end of both his wives, 
who are conveniently and queerly 
united in the hereafter, goes off to 
“enjoy myself as I’ve never en¬ 
joyed myself before.” Mirrors, sib¬ 
lings, opposites, secret sharers — 
Coward and Hall illicitly imag¬ 
ined each other as the self who es¬ 
capes the plot: his satires, her 
melodramas. 

Back at Josie’s, a fly lands in my 
smoothie as I ask Castle about 
love. She seems to me particular¬ 
ly gifted at the exploration of lim- 
inal loves, oblique loves that can’t 
speak their own names because 
there isn’t a name for them: the 
bonds between gay men and les¬ 
bians; the fondness between 
Austen and her sister (“I think a 
Californian can’t possibly have a 
conception of how cold an Eng¬ 
lish bedroom can be in midwin¬ 
ter,” squeaked the alarmed curator 
of Austen’s house to Newsweek); 
the devout three-way between 
two English spinsters and the 
spirit of Marie Antoinette; Castle’s 
own passion for the voice of 
Brigitte Fassbaender (“Why this 
riot of fondness over one particu¬ 
lar singer? The answer that first 
comes to mind is a simple one: 
low notes.”) 

Castle protests, “Well, it’s not 
always so oblique,” but then goes 
on to allow as how “so much of 
love takes place in the imagina¬ 
tion. I mean, it can’t be discon¬ 
nected from imaginative impuls¬ 
es, or very seldom can I, at least. I 
shouldn’t speak for other people.” 
She’s modest, friendly, has an un- 
placeable accent. Today is her 
birthday. The woman with the 
aqua hair and the man in the dog 
collar ascend the stair to the 
sound booth and turn up the 
David Bowie remix. 

Shuttling, because of her par¬ 
ents’ divorce, between England 
and America as a child, Castle 
early on developed what she calls 
her “spectralizing tendency” — 
lonely in America, she envisioned 
England; lonely in England, she 
envisioned America. “I got into 
the habit of feeling separate from 
the place where I actually was,” 
she says. She has one much 
younger sister; her mother, whom 
she describes as “very camp,” is a 
sometime painter who played 
Noel Coward songs and record¬ 
ings of Beatrice Lillie singing 


“There’s a Fairie in the Bottom of 
My Garden.” Come the late ’70s, 
Castle found that she didn’t want 
to help the other lesbians build a 
feminist commune in the woods. 
“I didn’t go,” she says, laughing 
heartily. “I was reading RG. 
Wodehouse or something.” Or, as 
she also puts it more soberly, “I di¬ 
verged very quickly from the for¬ 
mations of the era.” 

But she diverged, as it were, to¬ 
ward convergence. “I’m a classic 
middle-of-the-roader,” she says. “I 
like it when people try to meet 
each other halfway.” Asked to 
speculate on the ways in which gay 
men and lesbians meet one anoth¬ 
er halfway today, Castle hesitates 
(“I mean, this sounds unbeliev¬ 
ably sort of poncey”), then cites a 
mixed fundraiser she recently at¬ 
tended for the local early-music 
orchestra, Mark Morris’s choreog¬ 
raphy, and a bar called The Town 
House that existed in Minneapo¬ 
lis in the ’70s. “Everybody was 
there,” she says with feeling. 

Worldly is a word that often 
comes up in Castle’s work; she 
tends toward the cosmopolitan, 
the inclusive, the urban rather 
than the pastoral vision of gay and 
lesbian life. Still, she says, “I’ve 
been criticized for being too 
open-armed about certain things. 
When I was reading a part of the 
new book in England, a man 
raised his hand and said, ‘I think 
Noel Coward is a fucking shiti 
Why are you writing about him?’ 
Then I got attacked by this lesbian 
who said, ‘I don’t want you to talk 
about Radclyffe Hall in relation to 
Noel Coward and other gay men 
of the time.’ She wanted me to talk 
about Hall’s butch style as coming 
from her own butch soul or 
something.” Castle, Coward-like, 
throws up her hands at the 
thought. 

And yet, chatting with her over 
the postmodern din, the sense of 
soul is strong. Hall and Coward, 
she offers, “represent the different 
sides of myself, in a way. He’s the 
ironic person. She’s the painfully 
sincere, the excruciatingly sincere 
person. Bringing them together is, 
for me, bringing parts of myself 
together, bringing my parents to¬ 
gether again. Bringing England 
and America together again.” 
When she talks about what has 
drawn her to this figure or that, 
Castle speaks of landscape: Eliza¬ 
beth Bowen once lived in Hythe, 
a mile from a place Castle once 
lived; Hall once lived in Rye, 
about five miles down the coast 
from Bowen; near that same spot 
is Derek Jarman’s Dungeness Gar¬ 
den. Figure and ground, past and 
present, the living and the dead, 
always walk together. Here in San 
Francisco, city of ghosts, that 
seems like realism. 

The afternoon winds down; 
the woman with aqua hair and the 
man in the dog collar descend the 
stair and begin setting out chairs 
for the evening ahead. Perhaps 
one could say that Castle’s souls 
are syncretic, jangled, transat¬ 
lantic, reconstructed things, 
whole reflections of parts that 
may have never actually been uni¬ 
fied in life. There are no pictures, 
as it turns out, of Hall and Cow¬ 
ard together. You have to find 
their connection in their mutual 
resemblances, their mutual con¬ 
cerns, the images they made of 
each other. But once Castie ad¬ 
justs the lens on the invisible — 
how could we have missed it? For 
there they are. T 


Stacey D’Erasmo is a Stegner 
fellow in fiction at Stanford 
University. 

This article originally 
appeared in the Village Voice 
Literary Supplement. 
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are described as pressure 
cookers on the verge of ex¬ 
plosion, smoldering Mt. 
St. Helenas ready to spew 
forth molten rock and fiery 
cinders. A central paradox 
lies at the heart of recent 
sex-positive literature: 
while authors like Kettel- 
hack would seem to advo¬ 
cate the holistic integration 
of the internal self and the 
external body, they in fact 
exhibit overpowering feel¬ 
ings of contempt for the 
body, which is described as a 
hermetically sealed contain¬ 
er full of volatile forces, an 
Aladdin’s lamp that impris¬ 
ons the self like a genie in a 
bottle. Those who espouse 
the new gospel of sex seldom 
seem to have much real fond¬ 
ness for the flesh but ironically de¬ 
scribe it, like the most tortured of 
self-flagellating mystics, as a nec¬ 
essary evil, the vessel that houses 
the soul, the dungeon in which 
the libido is held captive, detained 
under house arrest. The aim of 
the new sexologists is to “unleash” 
the sexual beast within, to free it 
from its prison in a body that, far 
from celebrating, they actually ap¬ 
pear to despise, loathing it as 
fiercely as any Christian zealot 
who mortifies his flesh in hopes of 
casting off the chains of his mor¬ 
tality and achieving an incorpore¬ 
al union with the divine. T 


Daniel Harris’s The Rise and 
Fall of Gay Culture will be 
published in May by Hyperion. 
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by Daniel Harris 


Dancing Around the Volcano: 
Freeing Our Erotic Lives: Decod¬ 
ing the Enigma of Gay Men and 
Sex, by Guy Kettelhack; Crown 
Publishers, Inc., $25 

T 1 he antithesis of the puritan¬ 
ical, Victorian view that sex 
is filthy and disgusting is the 
more modern but equally moral¬ 
istic view that sex is nourishing 
and wholesome, that it provides a 
vehicle for self-discovery, offering 
access to those hidden, repressed 
selves buried beneath the stifling 
accretions of civilization. Guy 
Kettelhack’s Dancing Around the 
Volcano is a rapturous and reli¬ 
giose, if surprisingly well-written, 
evocation of the therapeutic value 


Changes 

◄ page 45 

cross-dressers like transvestites, 
drag queens, she-males, and gen¬ 
der benders, claiming that the 
motivation for transsexuals to 
cross-dress is not eroticism, exhi¬ 
bitionism, or fashion. Yet many 
members of Manhattan’s ball so¬ 
ciety — fashion divas — take 
black market hormones and tran¬ 
sition to female as adolescents. 
They don’t call themselves trans¬ 
sexual, but by Brown and Roun- 
sley’s lights, are they drag queens? 
She-males? When access to — and 
advantage gained from — labels is 
limited by class and culture, when 
exceptions threaten to overshad¬ 
ow the rule, categories get shaky. 

Besides, why try to carve sharp 
definitions from such blurry ter¬ 
ritory? Well, it’s nice for the trans- 
gendered not to be invisible, but 
we can thank transgender pride 
groups, not therapists, for in¬ 
creasing public awareness — and 
much of that effort goes toward 
demonstrating the blurs, not the 
edges. Therapists, on the other 
hand, benefit from definitions by 
singling out a group to treat. The 
people in True Selves are called pa¬ 
tients throughout, and according 
to Brown and Rounsley, they’ve 
got plenty to work on: “Various 
negative emotions, such as shame, 
fear, anger, guilt, and low self-es¬ 
teem, are often their constant 


of sex as the ultimate panacea of 
unhappiness, a way of tapping 
into our animal nature and thus 
resuming contact with the rapa¬ 
cious, chest-thumping primate 
within. As rhetorically unre¬ 
strained as D.H. Lawrence at his 
most tendentious and as deliri¬ 
ously romantic as Camille Paglia 
at her most turgid, Kettelhack is a 
kind of erotic evangelist who 
views sex as a solvent that strips 
away the pretenses and inhibiting 
conventions of polite society and 
releases the authentic self, the true 
self, the vulpine predator baying 
at the moon, the club-swinging 
Neanderthal who clobbers his 
prey and drags him back uncon¬ 
scious to his smoke-blackened 
lair. 

This sentimental view as¬ 
sumes, however, that what goes 


companion and must be con¬ 
fronted and defused before 
progress can be made. Patients 
need to be stabilized psychologi¬ 
cally and emotionally before they 
can make rational decisions about 
their lives and the future.” Need¬ 
less to say, Brown and Rounsley 
support the SOC guidelines, 
which dictate a lengthy interval 
and a therapist okay before each 
step of the transition process. 

Both True Selves and Confes¬ 
sions concentrate on pre-transi¬ 
tion and the very beginning 
stages, and neither says much 
about the seemingly peripheral 
factors (geographies, access to 
peer groups, age) that can alter 
one’s journey, focusing instead 
on the more personal aspects of 
work, family, parents, and chil¬ 
dren. True Selves does make it 
clear that people’s goals in tran¬ 
sition can be markedly dissimilar. 
And Brown and Rounsley are to 
be commended for providing not 
only a useful bibliography but a 
twelve-pagl resource guide that 
lists support groups, hotlines, 
and web sites. Despite its text- 
bookish prose, occasional eye- 
rollers (“Puberty is often an ex¬ 
tremely difficult time for young 
people”), and enraging under- 
standing-shrink point of view, 
True Selves manages to impart a 
lot of information. But it’s still a 
relic. If you want to jet into the 
21st century, try Loren 
Cameron’s Body Alchemy. T 


on in the bedroom and the sex 
club is a spontaneous, “pri¬ 
mordial” activity. And yet any¬ 
one with even a cursory 
knowledge of the highly con¬ 
trived theater of contempo¬ 
rary gay sex, with its fifty-year- 
old daddies’ boys, its stogie¬ 
smoking lumberjacks, and its 
pin-striped ad executives who 
moonlight as blood-smeared 
shamans, are fully aware that 
sex is one of the most affect¬ 
ed of all human behaviors 
and thus an improbable in¬ 
strument for recovering our 
animal authenticity. 

Kettelhack is also a pro¬ 
ponent of the immensely 
popular belief that people 
are fractured compilations 
of different beings, from Dr. 
Jeckyll to Mr. Hyde, from the 
bitch goddess in four-inch spikes 
and laddered stockings to the bat¬ 
tered slave in tit clamps and man¬ 
acles. According to this splintered 
vision of the self, if we are to live 
fulfilled and integrated lives, we 
must devise safe “play spaces” in 
which we can express each of 
these contradictory personalities, 
living out our darkest fantasies 
while whimpering in slings, grov¬ 
eling in tubs of urine, and cower¬ 
ing before our master’s hobnailed 
boots. 

Although such ostensibly sex¬ 
positive writers as Kettelhack 
claim to be freeing the erotic 
forces of our personality, they in 
fact ensure that these forces re¬ 
main sealed off from the real 
world of our professions and fam¬ 
ilies, that they are safely confined 


to a recreational realm of unmen¬ 
tionable taboos, a nightmarish 
theme park of cathartic games 
that defuse tensions that might 
otherwise jeopardize our ability to 
pursue staid careers as CEOs and 
public accountants. The aim of so 
many contemporary sexual radi¬ 
cals is not revolutionary at all but 
conservative, even reactionary, 
bent on shoring up the status quo 
and protecting us from our inter¬ 
nal demons by creating insular 
sexual playgrounds where we can 
unleash our fantasies with im¬ 
punity for brief Saturday night 
flings in sex clubs. 

The whole premise of Kettel¬ 
hack’s book is that the “volcanic 
sexual energies” that are simmer¬ 
ing within are always threatening 
to erupt out of our bodies, which 
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Corner, and Langston Hughes’ 
Tambourines to Glory. 

Still, despite his ecumenical 
streak, Williams isn’t about to wait 
quietly for the powers-that-be to 
notice African-Americans’ contri¬ 
bution to the new aesthetic. “We 
are in the midst of a cultural rev¬ 
olution in this country. The coun¬ 
try is taking its own path, defining 
itself, and that revolution is led, 
believe it or not, by black people 
and people of color.” Hence, LHT 
will continue to explore “how 
black people factor into the Amer¬ 
ican aesthetic” by showcasing the 
talents of African American play¬ 
wrights and artists. This is one of 
the motivating factors behind the 
theater’s Lift Every Voice series, an 
annual celebration of African 
American history, theater and art. 
(This year’s guests include Ruby 
Dee, Danny Glover, and a tribute 
to African American poetry and 
the Oral Tradition, directed by 
Williams.) 

Although Williams is particu¬ 
larly proud of his previous suc¬ 
cesses with the works of such es¬ 
tablished authors as James Bald¬ 
win (he’s still working on a stage 
adaptation of Baldwin’s Giovan¬ 
ni’s Room for the stage), Ntozake 
Shange and August Wilson, he 
says he’s always on the lookout for 
new writers. “I’m a director,” so 
obviously I’m fascinated by words 
and by language. I’m glad that 
Ebonics is being mixed into the 
language — it gives it color and 
flavor. We are an oral people — I 
mean, we take our stories and 
combine them with rituals, so 
when I find a writer who '-an do 
that really well, I’m going to nur- 
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far flung of each other as Ten¬ 
nessee Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie, Lorraine Hansberry’s 
To Be Young, Gifted, and Black and 
Roger G. Smith’s biographical 
work about the life of pioneering 
black leader, statesman and jour¬ 
nalist Frederick Douglass, Freder¬ 
ick Douglass Now. Other produc¬ 
tions have ranged from such light¬ 
hearted works as Sophisticated 
Lady to heavier numbers, like 
Adrienne Kennedy’s Funny House 
of a Negro, James Baldwin’s Amen 
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The celluloid 
is the political 


by Erin Blackwell 

Reel to Real: Race , Sex and Class 
at the Movies, by bell hooks; 
Routledge, $16.95 

1 i ; he movies is where most 
people go to get away from 
their problems. They won’t 
be pleased to learn that cultural 
critic bell hooks has been apply¬ 
ing cutting-edge political analysis 
to what’s supposed to be harmless 
popular entertainment. Too bad. 
Her new collection of essays, Reel 
to Real, offers fresh, provocative 
takes on many recent indepen¬ 
dent films. 

The black Buddhist sex radical, 
professor of English by day, self- 
defined “passionate viewer of 
films” by night, is not out to spoil 
anybody’s good time. Thinking 
and writing is just one way to 
make the cinematic pleasure last. 
In other words, this is intellectual 
entertainment at its best. Written 
from a subversive point of view 
off the beaten ideological path, 
none of the 20 pieces is ever pre¬ 
dictably politically correct. 

The book’s dozen reviews in¬ 
clude appreciations of Leaving Las 
Vegas, Crooklyn, Girl 6 and Exoti¬ 
ca, and dissections of Paris is 
Burning, She’s Gotta Have It, Pulp 
Fiction, Waiting to Exhale, Hoop 
Dreams and Kids. Also included 
are interviews with filmmakers 
Wayne Wang, Camille Billops, and 
Arthur Jaffa in which hooks often 
does more talking than the puta¬ 
tive interviewee. But who’s com¬ 
plaining? Since we’re basically get¬ 
ting to eavesdrop on fascinating 
discussions that seem to take 


place around the ideal kitchen 
table. 

As the subtitle Race, Class and 
Sex at the Movies indicates, hooks 
isn’t a reviewer in the convention¬ 
al sense, but an investigator of the 
socio-economic context into and 
out of which movies are born. 
One of the cultural clues hooks 
looks at is a work’s critical and/or 
popular reception. Often it’s her 
underdog feeling of disagreeing 
with everyone in the world that 
inspires her to go into print in the 
first place. As she explains in the 
essay “Whose Pussy Is This?: A 
Feminist Comment”: 

Before I see Spike Lee’s film 
She’s Gotta Have It, I hear about 
it. Folks tell me, “ It’s black, it’s 
funny, it’s something you don’t 
want to miss.” With all this talk, es¬ 
pecially coming from black folks 
who don’t usually go to the movies, 
I become reluctant, even suspicious. 
If everybody is liking it, even white 
folks, something has got to be 
wrong somewhere! 

Hooks has no respect for per¬ 
sons or products, however hal¬ 
lowed they may be in the estab¬ 
lishment or alternative press — or 
do I mean the alternative estab¬ 
lishment press? One of her tricks 
is to play one identity-based view 
against another, applying feminist 
analysis to a black film or point¬ 
ing out the racism of a gay film. 
Here’s an extract from her dish of 
a landmark film nobody else 
would dare criticize: 

Paris is Burning is a film that 
many audiences assume is inher¬ 
ently oppositional because of its 
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bell hooks 


[black drag queen] subject matter 
and the [lesbian] identity of the 
filmmaker... [Jennie] Livingston 
assumes a privileged location of 
“ innocence.” She is represented 
both in interviews and reviews as 
the tenderhearted, mild-mannered, 
virtuous white woman daring to 
venture into a contemporary “heart 
of darkness” to bring back knowl¬ 
edge of the natives. 

Never dull, hooks provides an 
object lesson on how to think 
about what you’ve just sat 
through. Anyone who’s ever felt 
they didn’t see the same film as 
the critics — or their best friend 
— will appreciate her flying in the 
face of conventional wisdom with 
such courageous and well- 
grounded complaints. Even if you 
don’t agree with her, you can rel¬ 
ish the enthusiasm and intelli¬ 
gence with which she attacks her 
subject. Surely expending this 
much ink and critical acumen is 
the sign of a deep and abiding 
love of film. T 


ture that writer.” 

That nurturing element is 
something Williams could have 
found useful when he rolled into 
San Francisco from Connecticut 
in the early ’70s. The director says 
he remembers the overt racism of 
the gay community at the time. 
“The bouncers at the gay clubs 
had special rules for blacks. We 
had to have at least three forms of 
ID, and a birth certificate didn’t 
count. That was how they kept us 
out.” Williams delights in his gay¬ 
ness, but he worries that contem¬ 
porary gay culture is too youth- 
oriented and too white. He would 
like to see all of us extend our¬ 
selves beyond any limiting cate¬ 
gories, without denying for a mo¬ 
ment who we are. 

For some, that’s a pretty utopi¬ 
an ideal for a theater director, a 
role that requires as much sensi¬ 
tivity to realism as to art. Big on 
both, however, Williams relates 
that he has no “illusions about 
what I’m doing. My first respon¬ 
sibility is to entertain, but if I can 
do that and move people at the 
same time, I’m getting more than 
I bargained for.” It’s a risk 
Williams is prepared to take . T 


Lorraine Hansberry Theatre’s 
16th season continues with Lift 
Every Voice, a celebration of 
African-American history 
(featuring Ruby Dee, Danny 
Glover, and a tribute to African 
American poetry and the Oral 
Tradition), February 9-23. Call 
474-8800 for reservations. The 
theater is located at 620 Sutter 
Street. 
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Fiction 
101 


by Deborah 
Peifer 

Sweet Bitter Love by 
Rita Schiano; Rising 
Tide, $10.99 

\ ne of the first 

J questions an 

:: actor learns to ask is 
“What keeps my character on 
stage? What compels me to re¬ 
main in the scene?” And then, 
“What must I do to keep the other 
characters on stage with me?” I 
can’t help thinking that these are 
useful questions for the fiction 
writer to ask as well. Why do my 
characters stay in these circum¬ 
stances, with these particular peo¬ 
ple? And it’s not enough for the 
character to be clueless. The au¬ 
thor has to know why or we read¬ 
ers are left both to wonder and to 
be annoyed. 

Jenny is a freelance editor who 
spends a lot of time at a local cof¬ 
feehouse. Newly single, she spots 
the mysterious Susan and falls im¬ 
mediately in love. How immediate¬ 
ly? Four sentences into their first 
conversation, Susan admits she is 
thinking of leaving her husband, 
and Jenny is offering assurances of 
quality listening and sympathetic 
understanding. But Susan is one of 
those stay-away-closer kind of gals, 
and Jenny is by turns hurt and con¬ 
fused, but always willing to come 
back for more. More sex, sure, but 
also for more tries at an amazingly 
unsatisfying relationship. 



Oh, yeah. Jenny’s father was an 
alcoholic, her brother is an alco¬ 
holic, and despite her time at Al- 
Anon meetings, Jenny is seeming¬ 
ly undisturbed by the fact that 
Susan is a raging al¬ 
coholic in serious 
denial about her 
drinking problems. 
Huh? 

Rita Schiano re¬ 
peats scenes, again 
and again and again, 
but because her 
characters learn 
nothing from the rep¬ 
etition, her readers 
gain no insight either. 
Schiano needs to work 
out those why-do- 
they-stay questions, 
and it couldn’t hurt for her to de¬ 
velop characters that are more 
human and less like case studies 
from the Psych 101 textbook. 
Sweet Bitter Love is a weak first ef¬ 
fort. ▼ 


Help 

wanted 

by Deborah Peifer 


Feathering Your Nest by Gwen 
Leonhard and Jennie Mast; Ris¬ 
ing Tide, $14.99 

h, that relationship thing. 
With the possible exception 
of time spent wondering 
whether or not Ellen is coming 
out this season, my guess is that 
we lesbians spend more time on 
processing relationships than any 
other activity. 


Brad Fraser 

◄ page 40 

bling “fuck the theater,” retreated 
from the big city to Edmonton. 

“All of a sudden,” Fraser re¬ 
members, “I started having all of 
these ideas for plays that broke the 
rules of conventional drama.” He 
kept writing and slowly got back 
into the theater, first in the local 
fringe festivals and then full-time 
when he produced Unidentified 
Human Remains. “I knew I had 
found my voice,” he says. “Up 
until then I had been influenced 
by Tennessee Williams, Edward 
Albee, and Eugene O’Neill, but 
those are influences I’ve tried to 
rid my work of because in terms 
of structure and language, they 
are dead realism, the reason peo¬ 
ple don’t go to the theater any¬ 
more.” 

Because he hasn’t really found 
anyone who truly “gets” his work, 
Fraser often directs his own plays, 
which he describes as “idiosyn¬ 
cratic.” His influences these days 
don’t come from the theater, but 
from pop music, video technolo¬ 
gy, computers, advertising, film, 
comic books and television. “A lot 
of people who work in the theater 
live, breathe, eat and drink it,” 
Fraser says. “This creates a closed 
environment that doesn’t allow 
them to keep up with communi¬ 
cation in the world around us, 
keeps them from being able to 
wrap their heads around the work 
I do.” 

Fraser’s love of multimedia is 
matched only by his disdain for 
actors. “I was going to be an actor 
for a while, but I decided that 
there wasn’t enough power there,” 
Fraser explains. “In fact, being an 
actor is the most disempowering 
job in the world. That’s why actors 


are so whiny. Actors are not a 
group of people I admire. Sure, 
there are some I love and work 
with often, but generally speaking, 
they’re a bunch of stupid, lazy 
people getting away with doing as 
little as they can. I can’t wait until 
they devise virtual people. I’ll 
write the words, do the voices, and 
design the people.” 

A self-described “party pig,” 
Fraser lives in the center of Toron¬ 
to’s gay neighborhood and is al¬ 
ways hip to the buzz. He doesn’t 
have a significant other, but “in¬ 
volvements that span the conti¬ 
nents.” He is considered a leader 
in Canada’s gay community and is 
a staunch AIDS activist. “I’m an 
out political fag,” he says. “I didn’t 
start out that way. I used to call 
myself apolitical because I figured 
everything was fine. But I believe 
that if you’re given a public pro¬ 
file, it comes with responsibility. 
As far as I’m concerned, I’m an 
equal member of this society. If I 
want to marry or adopt children 
or join the army, I should be able 
to. I don’t just believe in gay 
rights. I believe in equal rights.” 

With a screenplay for Disney 
and a sitcom pilot for Fox (both 
unoptioned) under his belt, Fras¬ 
er is currently hard at work on 
several new projects, including a 
quasi-sequel to Poor Superman as 
well as a musical version of Craig 
Russell’s film Outrageous. He’s 
also carrying on in one of his fa¬ 
vorite capacities as an arbiter of 
Toronto society. “Everyone comes 
here and wants to be a success im¬ 
mediately,” he says, “so they pre¬ 
tend they are. It’s part of my duty 
to knock them down.” ▼ 


Poor Superman opens Saturday 
at the SOMAR Theatre. Call 
431-8423 for information. 


It starts, I suspect, with the se¬ 
rious difficulty we have in deter¬ 
mining whether the time spent 
together having food and perhaps 
seeing a movie constitutes a date. 
When we do determine that we’re 
dating, the relief is so great that 
we have to celebrate by moving in 
together. The joke that a second 
lesbian date always involves a 
U-Haul is no joke at all. 

In an effort to help us out with 
our plethora of relationship is¬ 
sues, Gwen Leonhard, M.Ed., and 
Jennie Mast, MSW, BCSW, creat¬ 
ed Feathering Your Nest: An Inter¬ 
active Workbook and Guide to a 
Loving Lesbian Relationship. You 
see, you thought you just wanted 
to have fun, and here they are giv¬ 
ing you homework. 

FYN is a significant book. I 
know that because Jennie Mast 
says so in her foreword. “This 
book,” she explains, “is long over¬ 
due, and I only wish that I had 
had such a wonderful tool years 
ago.” I guess blowing your own 
horn in the foreword is an exam¬ 
ple of feeling good about yourself, 
an important topic that is covered 
in depth in the first two pages of 
the introduction. Myself, I would 
have found someone other than 
one of the authors to tell the read¬ 
er just how good the book is, but 
perhaps they were unable to lo¬ 
cate anyone willing to make such 
a statement publicly. 

The rest of the book is filled 
with exercises and questionnaires 
that range from not useful and 
annoying to really not useful and 
really annoying. Imagine a Red- 
book or McCall’s quiz with all fe¬ 
male pronouns and you’ll get a 
sense of the depth these gals are 
working toward. Add to that ref¬ 
erences to “psychological studies” 
that are neither defined nor iden¬ 
tified (a footnote would have 
been so much trouble?) and a 
writing style that mixes perky 
and flat in a remarkably awful 
way, and you have a self-help 
book in serious need of a major 
overhaul. ▼ 


Yiddishkeits 

A page 46 

then the reclaiming and re-imag- 
ining of those markers by those 
Jews who have not — or can not 
—assimilate. Aside from the self- 
segregated ultra-Orthodox, who 
have never assimilated or totally 
lost touch with Yiddish culture, 
quite often it is gay men and les¬ 
bians who seek out this renewal of 
cultural ties to the buried Yiddish 
past. 

“Queer people, or any minori¬ 
ty within a minority, tend to be 
more introspective,” says Sara 
Felder, a San Francisco solo the¬ 
ater artist whose performances 
often explore queer Yiddishkeit. 
“We have to look at each other a 


bit more and in that way find out 
a bit more who we are and how 
we fit into this world, in the secu¬ 
lar world as Jews and in the Jew¬ 
ish world as queer people. This is 
the burden and the blessing of 
being a so-called oppressed peo¬ 
ple.” 

Felder’s performing ranges 
from juggling knives — in a com¬ 
mentary on circumcision — to 
playing in a queer klezmer band. 
For her, Yiddish is simultaneously 
a link to her ancestors and a 
unique place she can claim anew. 

“Anything I do in Yiddish — 
and I perform in Yiddish — is a 
very queer, American, relatively 
young look at it, and it’s not the 
Yiddishkeit that was existing in 
Eastern Europe or New York in 
the ’20s and ’30s,” says Felder. 
“Queer Yiddishkeit is very com¬ 


forting to me because it is mine. 
It’s about having a certain con¬ 
temporary take on Yiddishkeit 
and claiming that.” 

Yiddish culture has a certain 
ironic sense of humor that is 
echoed in modern camp, making 
it ripe for appropriation by gay 
men and lesbians. It’s reflected in 
everything from the self-mockery 
of clever wordplay to the critical 
discourse on personal relation¬ 
ships, sexual politics, and social 
roles displayed through purport¬ 
edly innocent performance. It’s 
even evident in the name of 
Felder’s klezmer band, Gay iz Mir, 
a play on the Yiddish lament, “Vay 
iz Mir,” meaning — although Yid¬ 
dish never translates with quite 
the same impact —“woe is me.” 

Unearthing the past and rein¬ 


terpreting it for the present is a 
project that disturbs plenty of 
Yiddish cultural purists; Kaufman 
admits with a laugh that his own 
ancestors — including a great 
uncle who founded the legendary 
Yiddish newspaper, Jewish Daily 
Forward — are probably rolling 
over in their graves. But queer 
Yiddishkeit is a way to bridge the 
cultural gaps that time, assimila¬ 
tion, and the Holocaust created. 

“I don’t have to go back to the 
world of my grandparents as a 
ghost,” says Felder. “I can go back 
as a contemporary Jew struggling 
with issues of contemporary Ju¬ 
daism, struggling with what it 
means to be a woman, a dyke in 
this culture. Queer Yiddishkeit is 
about having one foot firmly 
planted in this world, and one foot 
firmly planted in the other. ▼ 


Queer Yiddishkeit is a way to 
bridge the unfortunate cultural 
gaps that time, assimilation, and 
the Holocaust created. 



We Take 

Pride! 


***** m su. 


Put Yourself In Our Hands 


Let your muscles relax under strong, sensitve 
hands. Our team of Massage Therapists are 
trained professionals with years of experience. 
A sensuous one-hour massage, plus all of Eros' 
comforts: steamroom, sauna, shower, video 
lounge & playrooms. 

Alitor only $50; membership req'd. 


2051 Market at Church • Info; 864-3767 • Massage appts: 255-4921 


6 BUCK 
FUCK 


DISCOUNT CLUB ENTRY 

WITH THIS COUPON 
Good Wednesday only 
expires 2/15/97 

membership required BAR 


Open daily 
from 4 pm 
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20/20 Blake, 
George Coates 
Performance 


Coates 

check 


B oy, was I glad to hear that the run 
of George Coates Performance 
Works* latest multimedia specta¬ 
cle, 20/20 Blake , had been extended 
through the end of the month (Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 7 
p.m. through February 28). I had 
arranged seats for the first Saturday 
night performance last month and ar¬ 
rived at the theatre (110 McAllister; 
call 863-8520) just in time to see an 
ambulance pull up to the entrance. In 
the darkness of the pre-performance 
theatre, one of the leads had plum¬ 
meted down a hole on the steeply 
raked performance area backstage, and 
the show had been canceled while his 
injuries were assessed. 

Fortunately, the actor recovered, 
and Coates’ musical theatre work, 
based on the words and images of vi¬ 
sionary poet-artist William Blake, is 
back in business. Anyone who has seen 
a Coates production knows what to 
expect; sumptuous visual spectacle 
melding with musical pastiche and live 
performance for a viewing experience 
that’s almost hallucinatory. 

Blake turns out to be a good fit for 
the George Coates Performance Works 
company: the complex mixes of con¬ 
stantly changing projections, 3-D film 
and video, which together make up 
20/2(fs spectral scenery, eerily recreate 
Blake’s metaphysical world. The char¬ 
acters, portrayed by San Francisco 
Chamber Singers, seem to defy gravity 
as they “float,” behind a scrim, through 
Blakean etchings and paintings. The 
score by Bay Area composer Adlai 
Alexander, with contributions from 
Todd Rundgren; the melodic phrases 
set to Blake’s lyrics; the ingenious stag¬ 
ing; and, above all, the visual splendor 
of artist Ion Rock’s steroegraphic illu¬ 
sionary Blakescapes add up to a spec¬ 
tacle greater than the sum of its 
parts— in a word, opera. If there are 
any remaining tickets, you really 
should not miss it. ▼ 


Angels in America 

First Bay Area college pro¬ 
duction of Tony Kushner's 
drama. Thurs.-Sat. at 8pm, 
Sun. at 2pm thru 2/9. $10. 
Diablo Valley College Perf. 
Arts Ctr., 321 Golf Club Rd./ 
Pleasant Hill. 

(510) 687-4445. 

Arias & Other Dances 

Contemporary dances choreo¬ 
graphed by Enrico Labayen, 
performed by The LAB., Pro- 
jekt Group. Fri.-Sun. at 8pm. 
$10 advance, $15 door. 

Brady St. Dance Ctr., 60 
Brady. 267-7613. 

Box Lunch 

Lee DeLaria's new comedy 
and be-bop jazz cabaret show. 
Wed.-Sun. at 8pm, Fri. & 

Sat. also 10pm, thru 2/23. 
$12. Josie's Cabaret, 3583 
16th St. 861-7933. 

The Cryptogram 

West Coast premiere of David 
Mamet's drama: disintegra¬ 
tion of a marriage thru boy's 
eyes. Wed.-Sat. at 8:30pm, 
call for Sun. times, thru 2/9. 
$17-21. Magic Theatre, Bldg. 
D, Fort Mason. 441-8822. 

Daughters of Houdini 

And the Egg Mistress present 
Escape to the Grand Mam's 
Ballet and Boudoir, a work- 
in-progress. $5. 8:30pm. Jon 
Sims Center, 1519 Mission. 
554-0402. 

Digitally Yours 

"Comic Queeries into the Fu¬ 
ture" written and performed 
by Karen Hirst and Margery 
Kreitman. Fri. & Sat. thru 
3/1 at 8:30pm. $10. Theatre 
Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St. 
861-5079. 

Dyke TV 

Benefits public access pro¬ 
gram for, by, and about les¬ 
bians. $5. 8pm. ATA Gallery, 
992 Valencia. 824-3890. 

En Drag 

Female impersonators revue, 
hosted by Chablis. $3, 2 drink 
min'm. 10&ll:30pm. Kimo's, 
1351 Polk. 885-4535. 

Entertaining 
Mr. Sloane 

Joe Orton's drama: brother 
and sister's rivalry for a 
young man's affections. Fri. & 
Sat. at 8pm, Sun. at 7pm 
thru 2/23. $14-16. Phoenix 
Theatre, 301 8th St. 
621-4423. 

Hold That Thought 

Wildman juggler Frank Olivi¬ 
er in one-man comedy show 
about meditation. Thru Sun. 
at 8pm. $10-12. Venue 9, 

252 9th St. 626-2169. 

Hurricane 

Campo Santo presents World 
Premiere of Erin Cressida's 
play: the Bomb, fashion, 

AIDS, sanity under pressure. 
Wed.-Sun. thru 2/16 at 8pm. 
$9-12. New Langton Arts, 
1246 Folsom. 267-3956. 

i Love Lezzy 

Comedy revue laughs at love, 
lesbian style. Fri.-Sat. thru 
2/15 + 2/16 at 8pm. $10-15. 
Luna Sea Women's Perfor¬ 
mance Project, 2940 16th 
St., #216C. 863-2989. 

MACT Rap Night 

Men of All Colors Together 
discuss A Question of Color, 
free (donations). 7pm. Lone 
Star Saloon, 2nd fl., 1354 
Harrison. 675-0201. 


Same Sex Swing 

West Coast Swing classes for 
gay men & women. Beginners, 
7pm; Intermediate, 8:30pm. 
$16/class, $54/month. 
Metronome Block Party, 300 
DeHaro. 252-9000. 

Sicks Appeal 

Dragapella Beauty Shop 
Quartet perform vamp a cap- 
pella. Thurs. & Fri. at 8pm, 
Sat. at 8&10pm, extended 
thru 2/14. $16-20. New Con¬ 
servatory Theatre, 25 Van 
Ness. 861-8972. 

Slave 

Teatro Bernic£ and the Sno- 
pea Chamber Ensemble pre¬ 
sent expressionist opera based 
on Milos Forman's memoirs. 
Fri. & Sat. at 8pm, Sun. at 
2pm thru 2/9. $8-10. Inter¬ 
section for the Arts, 446 Va¬ 
lencia. 626-3311. 

Something Cloudy, 
Something Clear 

Eastenders Repertory Co. pre¬ 
sents Tennessee Williams' last 
play. Thurs.-Sat. thru 3/1 at 
8pm. $12-20. Noh Space, 
2840 Mariposa. 

(510) 841-6510. 

20/20 Blake 

George Coates Performance 
Works presents musical based 
on William Blake's The Mar¬ 
riage of Heaven and Hell. 
$14-34. Fri. & Sat. at 8pm, 
Sun. at 7pm extended thru 
2/28. Performance Works, 
110 McAllister. 392-4400. 


Evening of Black Film 

Chandra Redack presents film 
clips and commentary. $10- 
25, benefits Women Count 
Network-SF. 7:30pm. New 
College, 777 Valencia. 
626-4114. 

Ivanov! 

Very loose adaptation of 
Anton Chekhov's "play about 


life before Prozac." Thurs.- 
Sat. at 8pm, Sun. at 4pm 
thru 2/9. $6-15. Grasshopper 
Palace, 333 Valencia, 4th fl. 
267-6905. 

The Stand-In 

Keith Curran's satire on ho¬ 
mophobia in movie biz, di¬ 
rected by Danny Scheie. 
Wed.-Sat. at 8pm> Sun. at 
3&7pm thru 2/8. $12-18. 
Theatre Rhinoceros, 2926 
16th St. 861-5079. 

Virgins and Other 
Myths 

One-man play stars Andrew 
Nance: All-American sex-dri¬ 
ven prostitute. Thurs.-Sat. at 
8pm thru 3/15. $16-20. New 
Conservatory Theatre, 25 Van 
Ness. 861-8972. 

Walk w/Grand Dukes 
and Duchesses 

Past Grans Dukes and 
Duchesses perform, hosted by 
Colette LeGrande, Grand 
Duchess Tiger Lily. $3 bene¬ 
fits Asian-American AIDS 
Found. Doors 8pm, show 


A young drifter (Joel 
Mullenix) is depantsed by 
his landlady (Linda Ayres 
Frederick) in Joe Orton’s 
Entertaining Mr. Sloane at 
the Phoenix Theatre. 
See Friday. 


Aphrodite’s Bazaar 

And Flea Market: erotica, 
clothes, jewelry, adult toys, 
art. Benefits the sex profes¬ 
sional association Cyprian 
Guild. 10am-5pm. 3543 18th 
St. 522-2910. 

Baby Judy’s 

Dance club reopens, DJs 
Deena Davenport, Alvin A Go 
Go. $3.10pm-2am. Casano¬ 
va, 527 Valencia. 

GAWK 

Gay Artists and Writers Kol- 
lective seeks video editors, 
guitar players, music junkies 
and comedians. Meets Sun. at 
3pm. Info: 731-2424. 

Mecca 

Salon presents members of 
Men of All Colors Together, 
free. Sign-up for open mike, 
12:30pm; reading 1pm. A 
Different Light, 489 Castro. 
431-0891. 

Places in the Heart 

Two selections from Pieces of 
the Quilt, by Tony Kushner 
and Craig Lucas; Johnny D's 
Requiem for the Singing Nun 
with Lisa Geduldig. $10. 

4pm. Josie's Cabaret, 3583 
16th St. 861-7933. 

Valentine’s Beer Bust 

Castro Lions Club present 
beer bust, "Search for Mr. 
Heart Throb" scavenger hunt, 
benefits community service 
groups. $8. 3-6pm. SF Eagle, 
398 12th St. 90-LIONS. 


M> on 

Barbie Takes a 
Vacation 

Biker Barbie on the road, 
Malibu Barbie poolside, Trop¬ 
ical Barbie on holiday, more 
vignettes. Thru 3/15. South 
Terminal, SF International 
Airport. 876-7883. 

Basic Bondage 

Hands-on rope workshop by 
Lou Duff. $25, plus $20 for 
rope if needed. 7pm. Castle¬ 
bar. Call for info: 550-0122. 

Cage & Coltrane 

Modus Ensemble presents in¬ 
timate video portraits of two 
musical giants named John. 
$4-7. 7:30pm. Transmission 
Theatre, 314 11th St. 
346-6456. 

Don Bachardy 

Reads from Christopher Isher- 
wood's diaries, free. 7:30pm. 
A Different Light, 489 Cas¬ 
tro. 431-0891. 


9pm. Kimo's, 1351 Polk. 
885-4535. 

Word of Mouth 

James Lecesne's solo perfor¬ 
mance. Sat. at 8pm, Sun. at 
5pm. Hoytt Theater, Osher 
Marin JCC, 200 N. San 
Pedro, San Rafael. 
479-2000. 


All God’s Children 

Video documentary on black 
church's embracing of African 
American lesbians and gay 
men, a PFLAG event, free. 
3pm. St. Francis, 152 
Church. 921-8850. 

Antiques and 
Collectibles 

300 dealers selling all types 
of collectibles, indoor flea 
market. $2. 9:30am-5pm. 

Pier 29, Sansome at Embar- 
cadero. 956-5316. 


The 
performs 
Dances at 
Center. 
See Friday. 
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Gallery, 2050 Bryant. 
641-1531. 

Passion and 
Compassion 

5 restaurants donate 10% of 
tonight's proceeds to Project 
Open Hand: Mecca (2029 
Market); PlumpJack Cafe 
(3127 Fillmore); LuLu (816 
Folsom); 2223 (2223 Mar¬ 
ket); Alta Plaza (2301 Fill¬ 
more). 447-2416. 

Patriotism 

Emerging and experimental 
artists depicting America: 
Dyke Action Machine, Jordy 
Jones, Dread Scott, more. 
Wed.-Sat. thru 2/15. The 
LAB, 2948 16th St. 
864-8855. 

Real World 

Exhibition of nine artists who 
explore implications of scale. 
Thru 3/1. New Langton Arts, 
1246 Folsom. 626-5416. 

Size of Earth: 

"Illuminated Photoworks by 
Doug and Mike Starn" exhib¬ 
it, also "The Inaugural Ball: 
An Open Space Installation by 
Margaret Crane and Jon 
Winet," thru 3/16. $5. Ansel 
Adams Center for Photogra¬ 
phy, 250 4th St. 495-7000. 

Trees of Life: 

"Symbols of Fertility and Re¬ 
generation" exhibit. Wed.- 
Sun. thru 2/14. $3. Mexican 
Museum, Bldg. D, Fort 
Mason Ctr. 441-0404. 

Visual Aid Artists 

Exhibition of six "Artists for 
AIDS Relief," thru 3/28. 

Saint Francis Hospital, 900 
Hyde. 353-6650. 


Approach 

Installation by Glen Seator: 
reproduction of front of bldg. 
Tues.-Sat. thru 3/22. Capp 
St. Project, 525 2nd St. 
495-7101. 

Big Ben’s 
Bruisin’ Bingo 

"A Night for Mr. Marcus," 
benefits Inter Club Fund. $15, 
discounts for all-black, all- 
red, or club colors. 6:30pm. 
Coming Home Hospice Bingo, 
100 Diamond. 552-2127. 

Bruce’s World 

"A Retrospective in Memory 


of Bruce Walker," found pho¬ 
tographs. With "Joachim 
Schmid, Taking Snapshots: 
Amateur Photography in Ger¬ 
many from 1900." Tues.-Sat. 
thru 3/15. SF Camerawork, 
115 Natoma. 764-1001. 

Celebrating 
Lou Harrison 

Opening concert for four-day 
festival honoring composer. 
$10. 8pm. Heilman Hall, SF 
Conservatory of Music, 1201 
Ortega. 759-3475. 

Codified Desire 

Traveling exhibit curated by 
Rik Ritchey. Tues.-Sat. thru 
3/1. Catharine Clark Gallery, 
49 Geary. 399-1439. 

Figures and Interiors 

American realism exhibition. 
Mon.-Sat. thru 2/15. John 
Pence Gallery, 750 Post. 
441-1138. 

Medusa’s Open Mic 

Women's open mic spoken 
word. Thursdays, free. Sign¬ 
up, 7pm; show, 7:30pm. CoCo 
Club, 8th & Minna. 

Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile 

Steve Martin's comedy fea¬ 
turing the NY cast. Tues.- 
Sun., extended thru 3/30. 
Tonight at 8pm, call for 
times. $25-38. Theatre on the 
Square, 450 Post. 433-9500. 

Trafficking in 
Broken Hearts 

Erotic drama about a hustler, 
a runaway, and a lawyer. 
Wed.-Sat. at 8pm thru 3/15. 
$16-20. New Conservatory 
Theatre, 25 Van Ness. 
86L-8972. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to; 

Roberto Friedman 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 


Peter Greenaway’s 
John Cage (pictured) 
screens with The 
World According to 
John Coltrane in 
Modus Ensemble’s 
Cage & Coltrane 
evening at the Trans¬ 
mission Theatre. See 
Monday. 


Forget-Me-Not 

Assemblages oy Jenna Evans 
combining photographs, found 
objects, and previously living 
creatures. Thru Feb. Mad 
Magda's Russian Tea Room, 
579 Hayes. 864-7654. 

Gay Comedy 
Open Mike 

Aspiring queer comics sign up 
by phone, MC Sabrina 
Matthews. $5. 8pm. Josie's 
Cabaret, 3583 16th St. 
861-7933. 

Preserving a Jewel: 

"Costumes from the San 
Francisco Ballet" exhibit, 
free. Mon.-Fri.. thru 3/28. 
Transamerica Pyramid lobby, 
600 Montgomery. 983-4088. 


7P es 

Fiberotica 

Exhibition of 2- and 3-dimen¬ 
sional erotica expressed in 
fiber. Thru 3/15. Artfibers 
Gallery, 124 Sutter. 
956-6319. 

It’s Only Rock & Roll 

"Rock & Roll Currents In 
Contemporary Art" exhibi¬ 
tion, Tues.-Sun. thru 2/16. 
Bedford Gallery, Dean Lesher 
Reg'I Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut 
Creek. (510) 295-1417. 

Jim Grimsley 

Reads from My Drowning, 
free. 7:30pm. Clean, Well- 
Lighted Place, 601 Van Ness. 
441-6670. 

Mark Burns 

New collaged paintings, with 
ceramic sculpture by Mary 
Snowden. Thru 3/1. Braun- 
stein/Quay Gallery, 250 Sut¬ 
ter. 392-5532. 

Octavio Solis 

Santos Y Santos playwright 
reads, with Jorge Cortinas. 
$5-7. 8pm. Intersection for 
the Arts, 446 V^lenpia. 
626-2787. 

Open Secrets 

"Seventy Pictures on Paper, 
1815 to the Present" exhibit 
includes photos by Diane 
Arbus, Walker Evans; art by 
Henri Matisse, Andy Warhol, 
more. Thru 3/1. Fraenkel 
Gallery, 49 Geary. 981-2661. 

The Peale Family: 

"Creation of an American 
Legacy, 1770-1870" exhibi¬ 
tion. Wed.-Sun. thru 4/6. $6. 
de Young Museum, Golden 
Gate Park. 863-3330. 

QTV 

Gay and lesbian program 
looks at African-American 
gays. Tues. at 7pm. Cable 
Channel 47. 956-1284. 

Reconstructing 

Califas: 

"New Roads in Chicano Art" 
exhibit. Tues.-Sat. thru 2/22. 
Galeria de la Raza, 2857 
24th St. 826-8009. 

SoMa Mardi Gras 

4-bar beer bust. $8. 6-10pm. 
Hole in the Wall (289 8th 
St.), Lone Star (1354 Harri¬ 
son), My Place (1225 Fol¬ 
som), Powerhouse (1347 Fol¬ 
som). 

Stomp 

Unconventional percussion 
sensation. Tues.-Sun. thru 
2/23, call for times. $15- 
42.50. Tonight at 8pm. Gold¬ 
en Gate Theatre, Taylor at 
Market. 776-1999. 

Women’s Work 

Amy Tobin, Joya Cory, and 
Susie Hara's play, story of a 
girl who. $6-10. 8pm. Venue 
9, 252 9th St. 626-2169. 

Game Night 

Card and board games. Wed. 


at 7:30pm. Muddy's Coffee¬ 
house, 1304 Valencia. 
679-3680. 

Machinal 

ACT's production of Sophie 
Treadwell's 1920s drama 
opens. Tues.-Sun. thru 3/9, 
call for times. Tonight at 
8pm. $9.50-47.50. Geary 
Theater, 415 Geary. 
749-2228. 

Marin’s Funny 
Valentine 

Mixer for gay and bi men: 
comedy, drag, games, free. 
7:30pm. Aunt Ruby's, 815 
W. Francisco, San Rafael. 

My Bitter Valentine 

Klubstitute's 7th anniversary, 
late Diet Popstitute's b'day, 
performers include Birdie Bob 
Watt, Leigh Crow, Trauma 
Flintstone, more. $4-8, bene¬ 
fits David Jude's film project. 
10pm. Chameleon, 853 Va¬ 
lencia. 331-1500 xDIET. 

My Sucky Valentine 

Erotica reading by Carol 
Queen, Bill Brent, Simon 
Sheppard, Michelle Tea, 
more, benefits SF Sex Info. 
$5. Doors 7pm, show 8pm. 
DNA Lounge, 375 11th St. 
995-2351. 

Odyssey and 
the Ecstasy 

Oil paintings by Diallo, recep¬ 
tion tonight, 5pm. Thru 2/23, 
4-7pm. Crucible Steel 


This Week’s Dinner Specials 



PRIME RIB au jus with baked 
potato and creamy horseradish..ll.95 
Grilled 12-oz NY Pepper Steak with 
cracked black pepper & brandy-cream, 
onion rings and french fries.11.95 

Fresh Atlantic Salmon poached in 
white wine with lemon-tarragon served 
with chef’s rice or mashed potatoes.. 10.95 

Chicken Fried Steak or All-American 

Meatloaf with mashed potatoes.7.95 

Cajun Fried Oysters or Calamari with 
dipping sauce (appetizer).4.95 

Patio Cafe 

531 Castro Street, between 18th/19th 
Breakfast/Lunch served from 8:00 AM 
Dinner from 5:00 PM nightly 



one community many 



THEATRE RHINOCEROSf 

Presents •• J 

A Comedy About Homophobia in the Entertainment Industry J 

Directed by 

DANNY SCHEIE 

("The Desk Set") 

Written by 

KEITH CURRAN 


WEDS-SIJN ^ xxX] 

2»2<i 10TH ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Reservations 

415 - 861-5079 



The Latest in 
Latin & 
._«§|j |Jiouse 
imtKWMusic 


ATIN iXPLDSIO 
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4077A 18th $L -2nd level- 
Open Daily 861-5787 
Lubrieaiil»~C«ndonis~Erotiea 

-Home of The Dildo Mines- 





The Bear Store 

367 Ninth Street 

between Folsom and Harrison 
415.552.1506 

Open Mon-Sat 10:30-6 

♦ T-shirts ♦ videos ♦ books ♦ mags ♦ 

♦ sex toys ♦ cards ♦ novelties ♦ 

♦ belts ♦ custom dog tags ♦ dildos* 
Bad Bear Club ♦ Dade/Ursus ♦ Fran Frisch 


GAY ADULT VIDEOS 

Rentals & Sales 

LARGE SELECTION / S3.00 FOR 3 DAYS 


• Tuesday & Wednesday • Falcon 

Rent 1 Get One FREE! • Christian Bjorn 

• Sundays-Rent 2 Get 2 • Cadinot 

FREE! 

-BRADLEY VIDEO-— 

501 E. Campbell Ave., Campbell, 95008 
4305 Clayton Rd., Concord, 94521 
3080 Marlow Rd., Santa Rosa, 95403 


Frenchy's • 1020 Geary Street • (415) 776-5940 
Folsom Gulch • 947 Folsom Street • (415) 495-6402 
The Locker Rooiv • 1038 Polk Street • (415) 775-9076 
City Entertainment » 960 Folsom Street • (415) 543-2124 
Mission Street News a 2086 Mis sion Street • (415) 626-0309 


Ns 


n . » n. 

i ^ TranciSct) J . tu 

ruise t, 
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• Thousands 
of Videos 

• Pride Items 

• S.F. Pumps 

• No Deposit 

• Rentals 

• P.E.S. 
Electrical 


iere j 

• Lubes 

• Leather 

• Magazines 

• San 
Francisco's 
Hottest 
Arcades 

Buddy Booths, 




Bikers, bears & crowns 


overlays, and usually an SRO 
night, with emcees and presenters 
from both north and south - 
sometimes on a revolving stage. 
The awards ceremony itself was 
accompanied by both pre-awards 
and post-awards events, including 
the Motorcycle Field Meet put 
on by the Recons MC in the 
huge parking lot now occu¬ 
pied by Price-Costco on 
10th and Harrison. A 
prettier sight has not 
been seen since, when 
hundreds of bikers went 
though various motor¬ 
cycle competition cate¬ 
gories on the paved 
lot. 

When the Barbary 
Coasters decided to 
call it quits and dissolve the club, 
they gave the rights to produce 
the awards to the Inter-Club 
Fund. By this time, the Los Ange¬ 
les bike clubs had decided to stage 
their own awards event, and now, 
the Motorcycle Awards are an in- 
town event, although some 
Southern California bikers attend 
our bike runs and are eligible for 
awards. This year’s event also 
marks the 25th anniversary of 
ICF. 

The 31st Annual Motorcycle 


Edge bartender Phil D'Amico won 
the runner-up spot in the Mr. Feb¬ 
ruary 1998 BCC contest. 


Awards take place on Sunday, Feb. 
16, at the Russian Center (Sutter 
and Divisadero). The $18 advance 
tickets (until Feb. 12) are available 
at the SF-Eagle, Daddy’s Bar, 
Image Leather, Stompers Boots 
and at both Mr. S Leather stores. 
Tickets at the door are $22. The 
doors open at 1800; the buffet 
will be served at 1830; and the 
awards program begins 
at 2000. There will, of 
course, be entertain¬ 
ment, a silent auction 
and a new Inter-Club pin 
dispensed to ticket buy¬ 
ers. For more info, call 
(415) 861-4547. 

Immediately fol¬ 
lowing the awards 
show, the GDIs present the Win¬ 
ners Circle champagne party at 
the SF-Eagle. The next day, Mon¬ 
day, Feb. 17 (Presidents’ Day), the 
Golden Gate Guards host the Vic¬ 
tory Brunch at Harvey’s on Cas¬ 
tro, 1100-1400, for a $14 dona¬ 
tion, which includes tax, tip and a 
beverage (adult or otherwise). 
Door prizes will also be awarded. 
It should be an interesting holiday 
weekend. 

In their short existence, Bears 
of San Francisco have managed to 
contribute over $35,000 and com¬ 
puter equipment to various agen¬ 
cies at the local, state and nation¬ 
al level. This year’s beneficiaries 
are the AIDS Legal Referral Panel, 
Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center 
and the Asylum Project of the 
Inti. Gay & Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission. Most of the 
action begins on Thursday, Feb. 

20, with a pre-event party at the 
Lone Star at 2100. On Friday, Feb. 

21, it’s a pub crawl from 2100- 
0200. You can meet all the Inti. 
Mr. Bear contestants that night at 
the SF-Eagle at 2300. 

On Saturday, Feb. 22, there’s an 
afternoon beer bust at the Eagle, 
1500-1800, and non-weekend 
package registrants can buy in at 
the door. Later that night, it’s the 
“Celebrate San Francisco” party at 
the Ramada’s (Market and 8th) 
Crystal Ballroom, 2000-2400. On 
Sunday morning, Feb. 23, 1030- 


1300, enjoy a brunch and auction 
at the Eagle; tickets are available at 
the door. 

On Sunday night, the biggie of 
the weekend: the International 
Mr. Bear competition at the Gift 
Center at 2000. Tickets available 
at the door. Finally, on Monday, a 
farewell party will take place at the 
Lone Star Saloon. It promises to 
be a big, hairy, hunky weekend. 
Tickets for the “Celebrate San 
Francisco” party ($10) and IMB 
($15) are available now at The 
Leather Zone, The Bear Store (367 
9th St.) and at the BOSF Store at 
the Ramada on Market on Sat., 
Feb. 22, and Sun., Feb. 23, only. If 
you need more info, call the BOSF 
Hotline: (415) 541-5000 or e- 
mail: WWW.Q.COM/BOSF. 

San Francisco, home of the 
Imperial Court system, will elect 
a new emperor and empress when 
citizens go to the polls on Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 15. You can vote at the 
Embassy Lounge in the Tender¬ 
loin, Under One Roof on Upper 
Market or at the SF-Eagle in the 
leather zone. Voting hours at these 
places were not furnished at my 
deadline. 

The crowned heads of state 
throughout the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico will bring their en¬ 
tourages to be “presented” to out¬ 
going Emperor Steve and Em¬ 
press Cockatielia on Saturday 
night, Feb. 22, at the Gift Center. 
Tickets range from standby $20 at 
the door to Mile High Club $30, 
Flight Deck $40 or Red Carpet 
$50 - and are available by calling 
(415) 864-6672. The In-Town 
Show and awards presentations 
are at Club Bahia (1600 Market), 
1900, $10, on Thursday, Feb. 20. 
The Council of Emperors cele¬ 
brates its silver jubilee at 1700, on 
Friday, Feb. 21, at The Giraffe on 
Polk St. Later that night, the 
Out-of-Town Show is at the 
Emerald Ballroom at the Holiday 
Inn Golden Gateway ($10) at 
2100. The hospitality suite at the 
hotel is open from 1000 to 1400 
on Saturday, Feb. 22. That same 
night, the doors open at 1700 at 
the Gift Center Pavilion (888 


by Mister Marcus 


''v-' his is the month when 
|| hometown groups share the 
§ spotlight, and most of the 
action is geared to the South of 
Market crowd. Next weekend, 
Feb. 14-16, is the Inter-Club 
Fund’s 31st Annual Motorcycle 
Awards. The following weekend, 
Feb. 21-24, Bears of San Francis¬ 
co stage their annual Internation¬ 
al Bear Rendezvous ’97, with the 
selection of International Mr. 
Bear ’97. Speculation is rife as to 
who will succeed IMB ’97 Steve 
Blanscet of Long Beach. 

On Saturday night, Feb. 22, the 
Imperial Coronation of the 1997 
emperor and empress of San 
Francisco will take place. It’s an 
interesting mixture for February, 
and thousands of visitors will 
grace our turf to participate in the 
festivities. In conjunction with 
each event, there are a myriad of 
public and private parties by var¬ 
ious groups, so if the winter blues 
are heavy on your mind, make 
plans to join in the merrymaking. 

In 1966, San Francisco’s Bar¬ 
bary Coasters Motorcycle Club 
created the Motorcycle Awards, an 
event that included Los Angeles 
and San Francisco clubs who hon¬ 
ored their own for various club 
activities. It was a big, big week¬ 
end in San Francisco, with hun¬ 
dreds of men clad in their club 


Bob Goldfarb of San Diego swooped into town and won the Mr. February 
1998 spot on the SoMa Bare Chest Calendar at the Eagle last Thursday. 
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EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, Feb. 6 

The 15 Assn.'s Spanking and Paddling Beer Bust 
for the AIDS Emergency Fund at Daddy's, 2000- 
2300. Only $7 and for a good cause! 

Big Basket contest and beer bust at the Edge, 
with Danny Williams emceeing and The Old Bag 
judging. No details furnished, but check with Eric 
Weinmann for info. 

Friday, Feb. 7 

Golden Gate Guards beer bust at the SF-Eagle, 
2000-2300, $6. They'll be showing the videotape 
of their weekend run last year, featuring the Dance 
of the Sugar Plum Fairies. 

Free and anonymous HIV testing upstairs at 
933 Harrison, 2030-2330, by the AIDS Health 
Project and Blow Buddies. Take advantage of this 
service! 

Saturday, Feb. 8 

Leather Elegance Valentine Ball II at the Drift¬ 
wood Lounge in Hayward by Yvonne, Rhadika and 
the ACLC. Advance tix are $15, and Shan Carr 
will make a special appearance. 

Defenders MC celebrates its third anniversary 
at the Loading Dock (1525 Mission), 1900-2100, 


Brannan) for the coronation. The 
cemetery trip to Colma is Sunday 
morning, Feb. 23, and then the 
Victory Brunch and another 
awards ceremony at the Golden 
Gateway Holiday Inn follow at 
1100. The only empress candidate 
I’ve seen South of Market is 
“Valentine,” so I guess the rest of 
them don’t want to campaign in 
the leather zones. 

Mammoth mammaries 

Another big turnout for the 
Bare Chest Calendar contest at the 
Eagle last Thursday night, Jan. 30. 
Judges Taurus Webster, Randy 
Wright and Tom Powers faced off 
with six contestants, and it was 
another laugh-filled interlude. 
The guys cavorted with the emcee, 
the judges and the audience. 

When it was all ovef, a chesty 
dude from San Diego, Bob Gold- 
farb, snagged the top spot. An 
equally hunky bartender, the 
Edge’s Phil D’Amico, took the 
runner-up position. 

On Saturday, Feb. 1, the Cali¬ 
fornia Eagles Motorcycle Club 
celebrated its 13th anniversary 
with a huge crowd on the 
SF-Eagle patio. Anniversary pins 
were distributed to invited guests 
and other club members. A light 
buffet was available plus a 
scrumptious anniversary cake. 
Outgoing President Peter Haase 
gave a heartwarming farewell 
message and called for a moment 
of silence for departed club broth¬ 
ers after introducing the entire 
Cal Eagles membership. 

I worked with Peter during his 
tenure as the corresponding sec¬ 
retary and two terms as president 
of his club. He was always dedi- 


and introduces its new officers - by invite in hand 
or your club overlay. 

Sunday, Feb. 9 

Search for Mr. Heart Throb, scavenger hunt and 
beer bust by the Castro Lions at the SF-Eagle, $8, 
1500-1800. This one should be fun! 

Monday, Feb. 10 

Lou Duff's "Hands on Rope" workshop, 1900- 
2200. It's Basic Bondage night. Call 550-0122 for 
location, cost and equipment required. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11 

Mardi Gras party at Daddy's. See item in column. 

Wednesday, Feb. 12 

Hot Ash Wednesday (now every month) kicks off at 
Greg's Ballroom in San Jose with beer bust and 
chill feed, featuring the Mr. South Bay Bear Cub 
contest 

Thursday, Feb, 13 

Choosing Mr. March 1998 for the BCC at the 
SF-Eagle tonight at 2200. Win $100, fame, per¬ 
haps a new husband? 


Eagles: VP Tim Johnson; Road 
Captain Art Murphy; Treasurer 
Bill Hollabaugh; Corresponding 
Secretary Ken Kalstein; Recording 
Secretary Ed Kleppinger; and 
Master-at-Arms Morris Lyons. It 
was a fun night with lots of 
out-of-town bike club members 
in attendance. I’ll have photos for 
you next week! 

Well, Mardi Gras and Valen¬ 
tine’s Day are on the horizon, and 
celebrations will take place here in 
Faghdad by the Bay. Next Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 8, Twisted Image Pro¬ 
ductions in San Jose will present a 
Leather Mardi Gras party at 
Buck’s Saloon Stockade, 2000 to 
midnight, hosted by Bill Van Dyk, 
the Mesmerizing Miranda and 
Kevin Roche. It’s only $5, with 
beads, mask contest, prizes, carni¬ 
val games, raffle and a Mardi Gras 
store to benefit the Billy De Frank 
Center Youth Programs and 
Women’s Health Fund. 

The next day, Sunday, Feb. 9, 
the Castro Lions host a Valentine’s 
Beer Bust and search for Mr. 
Heart Throb at the Eagle, 1500- 
1800, plus a Scavenger Hunt to 
benefit the Lions’ beneficiaries. 
The event will be emceed by SF 
Daddy IV Tom Rodgers, and for 
$8, you get food, loving friends 
and a raffle. 

On Monday, Feb. 11, Daddy’s 
Bar celebrates Mardi Gras from 
2000 until you drop, with the Dix¬ 
ieland Dykes+3 and music by 
David Kelsey and Doug Woods. 
The costume contest is at 2200, 
with $100 for the first place and 
$50 for second place. Lots of 
prizes, but the Grand Prize is a 
Daddy’s Bar vest! Sounds like too 
much fun to me! T 



Mike Marrero of San Francisco 
was the sole West Coast 
contestant in the Mr. 

Mid-Atlantic Leather contest in 
Washington, D.C. 

cated, caring and lived to ride 
with club brothers and sisters. Mr. 
Haase passed the presidential 
gavel to his successor, the new 
president of the Cal Eagles MC, 
Mike Lipsie. Mike then intro¬ 
duced the 1997 officers of the Cal 



Toothy trio (I to r): Former Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather Dan Noel, 1997 winner Mike Siemers and Frank Nowicki 
in our nation's capital. 


LudltA 

Smfwico'i Miit M 

HOME OF THE ORIGINAL BROWN BOTTLE!! 

\ ON VALENTiNU DAY 
i $AY IT W IT H C OL T C A RP S I 
’Toi-OFFVHROMECHAIN'HARNEV^ 

©©<©©>©© 

- .-- EIB0WCREASE 150Z TUB SALE 

© $ 6 . 95 ! 

317 -A totfe Street 
«t follow 

( 4 v) 2 J 2.-9166 
Open $euly 
Noon tit 8pm 





FREE STD 
SCREENING 


Did you know you could have 
a sexually transmitted disease 
like oral gonorrhea or syphilus 
and 

not even know it? 

Check it out! Ask questions! 
Pick your test! 

All offered free to anyone, 

2nd Thursday of each month. 

Thursday, February 13 
8:00 - 10:00 PM 

933 Harrison (upstairs privately) 


Free pass to 
those who test! 


BLOW 


a public service of 
City Clinic and BUDDIES 
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GWM 41 Fit 

Goodlooking, HIV-, like travel, read¬ 
ing, work outs, top & bottom. Seeks 
GWM, 25-50, fit, ND, It S&M OK, 
employed GWM for fun & poss. LTR. 
1st 4619. 


SJ Leather Bear/Uniform Buddy 

GWM, 38, 6'3", 220 lb.., red beard, 
hairy, average equipment, versatile, 
professional, sophisticated, NS/ND 
seeks same for pawin', cuddlin' & hi¬ 
bernatin'; explore other scenes to¬ 
gether. No one nighters. 1st 4620. 


Ski, Bike, Windsurf Buddy 4 LTR. 

Sports-active, aggressive (non-fanat¬ 
ic), stable sweetheart looking to share 
adventures in and out the woods. 
Muscular, trim, attractive, 6', 170#, 
blond/blue, hung, versatile, HIV-, 
young 44. Very active with many in¬ 
terests. a 4705. 


Sex, Passion, Romance and ? 

Attractive, athletic GWM, 46, nice 
body, HIV+, work out daily and bicy¬ 
cle on weekends. Want to meet ath¬ 
letic healthy HIV+ men under 40 for 
passionate romantic sex, possible 
LTR. a 4706. 


Setting-Scene: 

Promenading in "cruise-control" 
seems cold, old. Need: You the night, 
the music. You: Handsome, 24-38yo 
sexy, eyes mirror soul. Me: Same plus 
a sensual delight-eventual love. Call 
me. a 4707. 


Cum Collar 

Me: Professional, GWM, vgd Lkng, 
5'8", hot smooth swimmer, 7.5 cut. 
Romantic vanilla to mod. BD, belt, 
toys. You: GWM, HIV+, hot, haior, 
muscular, hung, bareback top, Crisco, 
nasty, playroom, LTR. a 4709. 


Paternal 

If you can empathize with a person 
who wants a father-son like relation¬ 
ship with a young & slender GWM 
call the GWM 6', 173#, 74. Hank, 
a 4710. 


Living On The Peninsula 

There is life outside San Francisco. 
Me: GWM, 36yo, 5'9", 165#, Ital¬ 
ian, blk hair, green eyes, blue collar 
guy looking for same. Into sports, old 
cars, cooking, fun. a 4711. 


Sexy Man Tired Of Dating 

GWM, 43, well built, versatile, en¬ 
thusiastic, & HIV- seeks WM 30-45. 
A handsome face & a firm ass means 
fun for both. You won't be disap¬ 
pointed. a 4712. 


Daddy Seeks Under 40 Son 

Any man with a dick can be a father, 
but it takes a special person to be a 
Daddy. I'm a young looking-active 
mature GWM, 73, 5'8", 167. a 
4713. 


Naked Adventure 

Free sensual soothing massage for 
lean masculine guy 18 to 42 by trim 
masculine WM 40 in the City, East 
Bay, South Bay, or peninsula, a 
4717. 


I Want A Boyfriend! 

GWM, 6', 165#, extremely young 
40's (I have to lie!) Goodlooking, 
slim-muscular, smooth. Looking for 
similar man, under 40. Asian/Hispan¬ 
ic a +. a 4714. 


Style and Sophistication 

Chinese-American, 44, (look 34), 
5'7", 140#, very handsome, built, 
looking for very handsome WM who 
is not intimidated by style and sophis¬ 
tication. Interests: Cultural arts, a 
4715 


Where Is Love 

Cool, handsome, arty, GAM, 30, 6', 
150#. clean-cut, unconventional, de¬ 
signer. Looking for Europeans w/ 
brown hair to date. You be under 35, 
employed and w/ style, a 4716. 


Seeking Effeminate GM 

Masc, GLM, 39, 6', 150#, moder¬ 
ately hairy. Seeking effeminate-look¬ 
ing GM who enjoy lots of passionate 
kissing, affection & oral sex. Poss 
LTR with right person. Not into gay 
scene, a 4808. 


I’m Asian I Need A Boyfriend 

Seeking GWM age 40 yr old to 50 yr 
old, clean shaven, sexy & funny per¬ 
son. I'm 40 yr old, 5'6", 140#, clean 
shaven & smooth. I'm Japanese, a 
4809. 


I Dream In Black & White 

Tender, passionate, handsome GWM 
seeks GBM for romantic adventure. 
I'm 40, tall, muscular, good-natured, 
outgoing, honest. Dreaming of a man 
with similar qualities. Let's talk, a 
4810. 


GWM Looking For GAM 

GWM, 28, 5'11", 175#, brn/bm, in 
good shape, looking for relationship 
oriented, professional GAM, 27-35, 
who's like me: intelligent, fun-loving, 
into movies, working out, music, din¬ 
ing out, enjoying life. Serious only, 
a 4811. 


Eligible Taurus Ruckus 

W/Sirius best friend, seeks generous 
domestic homme. Me: 5'11", 155#, 
buzzcut, goatee, green eyes, hand¬ 
some, hung, masculine top. You: H/W 
proportionate, goodlooking, oral/bot¬ 
tom. Arrangement/ open relationship 
minded professional man. a 4817. 


Your Best Blow Job(s) Yet? 

I trained to be your quintessential 
cocksucker because better techniques 
produce bigger loads to savor & swal¬ 
low! Shoot me more than you even 
knew you had in you, kind sir? a 
4812. 


Hndsme Bearded GWM 43, 5’11” 

155#, br/gr, HIV+, versatile bottom, 
oral & anal, gym/yoga toned, intelli¬ 
gent, fun loving. ISO versatile top. 
Prefer facial hair. Big, tall, hairy 
A+. For relationship or friend, a 
4813. 


Handsome POZ Italian Top 

Seeks white or Latino HIV+ guys, 
20-40. I'm 36, 6'2", 195#, nice 
shape with big heart & hands. I like 
massage, good books, good wine, and 
bad boys, a 4814. 


Quality GAM Seeks Quality Men 

For dating & friendship. Possible 
LTR. Not into games & BS. Just 
plain honest, caring & matured 
friendship. Serious response only. 
Me: 37 yo, 5'8", 140 lbs. a 4815. 


Not Uma From “Cats & Dogs” 

(I'm her friend Abby) GLM, 34, 
stocky, inexperienced, old-fashioned, 
hopeless romantic, enjoys travel, 
movies, dancing; seeks monogamous 
LTR. You: 28-40, NS/ND, sense of 
humor, easy going. No casual sex. a 
4816. 


Ready To Go 

GWM, 6'1", 180#, 43, looking for 
regular meetings. Open to almost 
everything. One on one or groups. I 
will try anything once, a 4818. 


Hot Asian Waiting For You 

Seek for friendship and relationship. 
Well build, friendly with caring heart. 
Would bring you around 7 you were 
here, a 4819. 


Seeking Serious Submissive 

Short, NS, semi-hairless leather boy 
into BD, 25-35, GWM, in-shape, no 
beard, clean-cut, into leather, toys, 
CBT, assplay, by goodlooking leather 
Asian guy, 6', 170#, muscular, LTR 
possible, a 4820. 


Sex Slave Companion 

GWM, 52, 5'7", 150#, masculine 
top, HIV-, NS. You: need to suck, 
fuck, serve, belong between 25-40. 
Prefer quiet, serious, in-shape, HIV- 
leather A+. a 4821. 


Country Boys 

Party all week, come to the country 
on weekends. Be my quest if you're 
short, cute, 30-40, cute. I'm a catch; 
handsome, 40's, professional, a 
4822. 


Handsome Sexy Man On A Hunt 

I'm 37, 5'6", blue eyes, HIV-, very 
hot body, nice guy, down to earth. 
Seeking very cute guy in 30's to early 
40's with nice body for fun & dating, 
a 4823. 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Very Hairy Men Turn Me On 

Latin & Mediterranean men are very 
sexy to me. I'm 30, 5'11", 180#, 
curly blond hair, blue eyes. You be 
sexy, easy going, passionate, masc for 
fun, pleasure, maybe more, a 4621. 


The Tongue Wants You! 

Stick your hot butt in my face & get 
service you'll never forget me: hot 
GWM, 36, 6', 160#, long bushy 
mustache. You: hot & ready, a 
4622. 


Sexy Submissive Boy 

Late 20's, needs to submit to mature 
top daddy's heavy-handed discipline 
& stiff ass fucking. I'm a hot cock 
sucker & I want to be your bitch, a 
4623. 


Hot Nasty Boys Only 

UB, 25-35, GWM/GLM, good shape, 
clean shaven, ready to spread 'em, 4 
talented hot hard top, 40, 5'6", 
140#, with rock hard tool, long ses¬ 
sions A + . a 4624. 


Krakatoa? Vesuvius? 

Mt. St. Helen? Mega-eruptions are 
an awesome sight! Shoot your per¬ 
sonal best after incredible oral ser¬ 
vice from the local volcano maker. 
Specs: GWM/bottomless throat/ 6', 
170#, 40's, goatee, hair-challenged, 
smart & nice too. Leave your lava 
here. S 4625. 


A1 Oral Service—Delivered 

SF, GWM, HIV-, 6', handsome, deliv¬ 
ers complete oral service to mature, 
trim guys who really dig getting 
sucked off. Your place. No reciproca¬ 
tion. HIV-. Q 4626. 


Cute Hunky Asian 

32, 5'9", 170#, muscular seeks 
goodlooking, hunky guys, 25-40, for 
safe fun (titplay, assplay, body con¬ 
tact, JO) men of color a plus, a 
4627. 


Distinguished Mentor 

Schoolmaster/artist, 5'4", 150#, sil¬ 
ver hair, golden hands, black strap by 
which to command respect. You be 
HIV-, smart, muse, masc, hot, good 
humored, body hair, foreskin, penin¬ 
sula loc, pluses, a 4628. 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


Cathedral City Boys Club PS. 

You: Palo Alto, cute, furry with 
friend, studying, Me: San Mateo, en¬ 
joyed our brief encounter on "the 
walk" Jan. 2nd. Would like to see 
you again, a 4601. 


Doug At Universe 1/4 

After some hot body dancing you 
found us near the entrance. We 
talked, but didn't exchange numbers. 
Call for more good times. Paul & 
Steve, a 4602. 


Hi Paul, It’s Lee 

You were the sitter, I was in charge. 
Call me, let's talk, let's get together, 
you are really cute & cuddly, a 
4603. 


Kabuki Sat Jan. 4, 9:30 AM 

Enjoyed our conversation - day beds. 
You had an incredible body with a 
black panther tattoo on your bicep. 
The steam wasn't hot but I was. Mas¬ 
saged my by butt for you. a 4604. 


End-Up Sun 1/12 Latin Guy 

You: a cute Latin guy, saw you on the 
dance floor with your friend who has 
blond hair. We made a lot of eye con¬ 
tact before you left (by the bar) you 
said good-bye & so did I. Would like 
to meet you. Call, a 4605. 


Dining At The Metro 

Fri. 1/10,9:30 PM. You (tall, dark & 
handsome) were leaving with friend. 

I, GAM, seem to catch your eye. 
Please call, a 4659. 


Mountain Biker GG Park Fri 1/10 

At Sunset. You: Leather backpack, 
maroon shorts. Me: Longhair, goatee, 
jeans. Too many people. Try again? 
Come on, check out my hot ass. a 
4701. 


City Entertainment 

Early AM 1/20/97, back left booth. 
You: 6'1", attractive, clean shaven, 
fit, well groomed GWM, full brown 
hair. Me: same but 5'7", HIV-. 
Please forgive my hasty departure. 
Another chance as equals? Richard, 
a 4801. 


Guam Vs. Alabama 

We met on the subway. You had a 
hurt ankle. We went for a drink at 
the Detour. We are both into photog¬ 
raphy. You changed my life forever! 
a 4702. 


My Place Friday Jan. 17 

You: Maroon t-shirt, blue hanky right 
pocket, cock ring, deep throat. Me: 
Tall, bald, hairless body. We had a 
great time. Lets meet and do it again, 
a 4703. 


Streetlight Records 24th Street 

Sunday 1/12,1:15pm. You: Tall, 
dark, gorgeous. We said hello. Sorry 
I was so shy. Another chance? Please 
call, a 4704. 


SF County Clerk’s Office 1/23 

I asked for copies late, you were clos¬ 
ing the office & had to let me in to 
pay the cashier. You seemed to like 
what you saw...so did I! a 4802. 


Steamworks 1/24 

I'm leaving, you in door, I blew it! 
Paul, Lake Merced, call Mark in San 
Leandro—Neighbors! a 4803. 


1/24 F-Line AM 

You: hot, handsome bear with great 
eyes! Me: admirer in green jacket 
with backpack. You sat across aisle, 
nodded, I smiled. Please call! Would 
love to meet, a 4804. 


Eros Sat 1/11 Versatile Man 

With the powerful energy & hot hole. 
I want to slap it some more & have a 
rematch! a 4805. 


S Cook We Met Nov Sun SF Eagle 

You celebrating birthday w/friends. I 
in tall black logger boots, you in 
chaps. I gave you my card. You called 
twice, no return number. I haven't 
forgotten you. Call again, a 4806. 


Self Destructive 

On Folsom St. Jan. 21 at 3:30 PM. 
You blond, me not. We met, we 
talked...please contact me. a 4807. 


Stompers Boots Store 1/26 

Me: buzzed head buying motorcycle 
boots. You: Two hot men in leather. 
We chatted briefly-maybe you'd like a 
closer look at my butt? a 4856. 


Eros 1/26 

Locker next to me, you were dressing 
after a massage and were going 
home, instead you made a detour up¬ 
stairs with me. Want to play some 
more? a 4857. 


1/19 Berkeley Steamworks #216 

You D.R., 42yo, handsome, Italian, 
SF native, goatee, kissable & beauti¬ 
ful lips Lincoln high. Me: 44, GWM, 
bear type (Daryl) in Guerneville 
awaiting your call to cuddle, kiss & 
more, a 4858. 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

ISO Daddy/Coach/Business Exec 

GWM, 25, 6'2", 175#, bm/hzl seeks 
GWM, 35-45ish. Must be masculine, 
athletic, professional, educated & ca¬ 
pable of commitment/monogamy. 
NS/ND. Pluses: S&P hair, 6' plus, 
hairy chest, interests include biking, 
rollerblading, & Glide on Sunday 
AM. Not into casual sex. a 4606. 


Silk And Nylons 

Horny GBM Daddy, ISO GWM bot¬ 
tom in panties, panty-hose etc. UB: 
50 yr +, bottom in bed & equal part¬ 
ner out. Me: 40's & hung. We: enjoy 
role playing, a 4607. 


HIV+ And Under 34 

Prefer Latinos or Caucasians for 
friendship, maybe LTR. I'm Latin, 

25, 5'7", 160#, versatile, attractive. 
Please be humorous, outgoing & NS. 
a 4608. 


Friendship To Relationship 

Attractive Asian, 29, 5'6", 140#, 
medium features, clean shaven, softly 
smooth, mixed-core, oriental looks, 
HIV-. Seeking happy, friendly, 
healthy, muscular, men of any colors, 
over 25, for friendhsip, possible LTR. 
a 4616. 


Silver Terrace 

GWM, 40,180#, 6'4", br/gray, goa¬ 
tee. Interests: movies, flea markets, 2 
stepin, walks on beach, ISO 25-45, 
w/sim interests. NS/ND, spiritual 
A + . a 4615. 


Woof! Great Dane Seeks Gorilla 

GWM, 155#, 5'8", blnd/blu, must., 
smooth, HIV+, healthy gdlkg seeks 
extremely hairy man to share warm 
meaningful times. Smoke, drink OK. 
Ht/Wt prop. Very sincere, smile, a 
4610. 


Handsome Muscular Italian 

38, 6'2", 185#, into fitness, travel, 
romance & quiet times, seeks another 
HIV-, extremely well hung man for 
monogamous relationship, a 4609. 

Ass Master Needed 

With Sensitive, experienced hands to 
expand & explore the tight butt hole 
on this rock solid bodybuilder, a 
4611. 


Russian River GWM 

41, 5'9", 185#, blond/blue seeks 
masculine GWM, 25-50, for friend¬ 
ship, possible LTR. Clean & sober 
only. Christian is a plus, a 4612. 


Beauty 

is in the eye of the beholder. Skinny, 
middle aged man seeks hot muscle 
guy to worship. Are you out there? Q 
4613. 


Monogamous — Do You Dare? 

GWM, 37, 5'11", 160#, bm/blue, 
HIV+, top seeks GWM, 30-45, ht/wt 
proportional NS, professional. Likes: 
movies, cuddling, romance, time with 
friends, good sense of humor. Looking 
for possible LTR. a 4614. 


Gourmet Cocksucking 

Sucking dick is one thing; sucking 
you OFF quite another! Big loads 
beat big dicks! My cocksucking maxi¬ 
mizes you load(s) irrespective of 
equipment. Feels better too! Regular 
service? a 4617. 


SJ Chinese Seeks Asians 

GAM, 29, 5'4", 123#, smooth¬ 
skinned, gdlkng, seeks similar Asian 
guys especially who speak Mandarin 
for friends or more. Waiting for your 
call, a 4618. 


Attractive, Handsome, European 

Seeks American (any race) for close 
relationship and sensual intimacy. 
Me: 28, boyish with sincere inner 
spirit, a 4708. 
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Goodlooking Daddy Seeks Boy 

For SM, CBT, TT, discipline & affec¬ 
tion, 6'1", 215#, 45, muscular, tat¬ 
toos, leather, 8 4629 . 


May I Pleasure Your Asshole 

Masculine daddy, exc shape, 47, 6', 
170#, with muscles & a big one 
wants to play with your ass with my 
fingers, fist, toys etc. You: to 35, 
cute, smooth butt, in shape. 8 4630. 


I Wanna Suck Your Butt 

Imagine yourself laying face down, 
spread eagled on my bed in total 
darkness with my tongue buried deep 
in your butt by a hot Italian, 43, 6', 
190, S&P, beard. 8 4631. 


Hot Hung & Horny 

Goodlooking, Italian, 33, top, uncut, 
hairy, in shape, looking for casual 
playmates, 3-ways, under 40, SF 
only. Be in shape, looking for action 
& ready for a good time. 8 4632. 


Seeking Horny Yng Guys To Eat! 

18-22 yrs, small to med build, nice 
clean ass for my dining pleasure. Ex¬ 
pert JO & oral services by GWM, 35, 
5'10", 170#, brn short goatee, 
hairy, no recip nec. Shy inexperienced 
OK. 8 4633. 


Calling All Cocks 

BiWM, HIV-, no STD's ISO GWM 
under 35, with buddies to give me a 
cum bath, pop my cherry & drill my 
butt. Into almost everything. Break 
this mustang! 8 4634. 


Muscle Worship & Massages 

For school athletes or bodybuilders, 
18-24, WM, smooth, pro massage & 
JO machine, Videos, call Ricky! 8 
4635. 


“Fun Manhole” 

Goodlooking man wants hungry hands 
to probe & pound my white, hot, in¬ 
side flesh. Deep, long & sensual heavy 
butt play preferred. 8 4636. 


Dominant Man 

WM, 35, seeking submissive male for 
part time house slave position, age, 
looks, unimportant. Must be mascu¬ 
line & willing to serve on a regular 
(weekly) basis. 8 4637. 


I Need A Hero 

With a big, hairy dick to suck & sit 
on. brown-gray/blue, 43, 5'10", 
150#. Educated, prof., interested? 
HIV-. 8 4638. 


Heretofore Hetero Seeks Guide 

55 yrs., WSM, 6'4", 230#, muscu¬ 
lar & toned. Combo of Mr. Clean & 
E. Hemingway. Curious, sensuous re¬ 
movable teeth. Your place, N. Bay. 
No angst but anxious & eager. 8 
4639. 


Seattle Musclebear Needs Hosts 

30yo, 6', 210#, muscular, masculine, 
handsome & intelligent, blond jock 
moving to SF. Visiting SF in Febru¬ 
ary & periodically afterwards until 
job found. Needs friends, fun, & inex¬ 
pensive lodging. 8 4640. 


Muscular Pec Fanatic 

Masculine, muscular, goodlooking, 
40 yo, 5'8", 170#, seeks muscled, 
developed pecs for mutual intense 
serving, punching, powerful sucking. 
Age, race, looks, unimportant. Mus¬ 
cular pecs a must. 8 4641. 


GWM 60’s Bearded 

Wants to worship your black body & 
spirit. 8 4642. 


Bad Boy 

RU slim, yng, construction worker 
type, blue collar? Don't relate to gay 
life, but would like time with easy 
going masc, closeted GWM, 50's, 
heavy set. Likes butt/versatile? 8 
4643. 


Hot Bottom Weight Ass 

Cute WM, 56yo, 5'2", brn/blue, 
115#, with hairy, little ass. HIV-, 
horny!! Seeks, hung tops who love to 
fuck. LTR possible. 8 4644. 


Italian Guys!!! 

I'm the guy who knows what the Ital¬ 
ian male really wants. 8 4645. 


Hung Guys Wanted! 

I'm looking for guys who are hung 
"9" and over for fun & good times. 
8 4646. 


Afternoon Sex Buddy Wanted 

Ass massage- erotic spanking. Spank¬ 
ing will stimulate nerve endings you 
never knew you had. Me: Attrac top, 
46, 6'5'', 250#, husky build. You: 
Attrac, GWM, 18-35, slim, 
smooth/mod body hair, nice buns. 8 
4718. 


Oral Worship 

Are yo 8" or more? Sit back and 
relax as I stroke you and service you. 
Smooth and slim a +. Me: GWM, 
41. 8 4719. 


Cock feeders Wanted 

Energetic Bi WM oral bottom. Be 
HIV- str8, bi, married a plus. You 
supply raw material. I'll deliver re¬ 
sults. Discreet. North Bay. Can trav¬ 
el. 8 4720 


Let’s Rub Fur 

Very hairy cub, stache, 40, 5'10", 
180#, HIV-, seeks hairy bear play¬ 
mate 30-50. Fun and games, possible 
more. I'm friendly, versatile. (Vanilla 
to Kink) seeks similar. 8 4721. 


Let’s Wrestle 

Muscular, handsome, GWM, seeks 
others turned on by wrestling. Open 
to all skill levels & fantasies. No 
heavy rough housing. Just good, clean 
sweaty fun. Go ahead & call-you 
won't be disappointed. 8 4722. 


GWM Yearns 4 J-Strap Hairy Dad 

With thick nipples, extra fat juice 
face slapping cock, huge mouth cram¬ 
ming balls and big solid hard riding 
face grinding beer, butt. Yours ready 
and eager to serve. 8 4723. 


Hot Hungry Ass 4 Your Pleasure 

Mature muscular bottom in Oakland 
seeks hung tops who enjoy fucking 
smaller guys. GWM 5'3", 130#, 
shaved head goatee, healthy HIV+. 
Need men who love to use tits & ass. 
8 4724. 


Seeking Hard & Hot Black Men 

Italian stud seeks black studs to ser¬ 
vice on a regular basis. In Castro, late 
night sex. Wanna get off? Call me & 
pump off a load. 8 4725. 


No Strings Attached 

GBM, 31, 6'1", 160#, 9", top. 
Seeking GWM 30-50 for afternoon 
fun. Not looking for commitment, just 
want to kick back and enjoy each 
other. Let's talk. 8 4726. 


Craving Cum In Walnut Creek 

Hot WM 27 needs large loads. How 
much cum can I take? All you have 
and more. Groups, couple, singles. I 
suck, slurp, swallow. Fill me up. Lip 
smocking good! 8 4727. 


Wrestle Me Wrestle You 

Lets strip pump, sweat, strain & 
groan. See who cums out on top. Me: 
WM, 40's, tuff, hairy. You: Strong & 
like a challenge. Ethnic a plus. 8 
4728. 


Safe Service 

Nice Lkng, healthy, clean-cut man 
ISO gdlkng, young, guys to service. I 
always sheath you and finish you off 
right. 8 4729. 


ISO Hot Adven Top W/Exceptnl 

Endowment that makes my cock rock 
hard & kink, provocative ideas that 
stir my balls. GWM, 36, 5'5", 150#, 
attractive, well-built, hungry, adven¬ 
turous bottom. Uncut, big balls/loads 
pluses. 8 4730. 


Russian River Area 

Staring my 3 day job up there but no 
fuck bodies. I have it all for that kind 
of fun. Me: 34yo, good shape, masc., 
dark hair, sexy and very horny. You: 
Open mind 34 to 44yo good shape, 
prefer facial hair, leather, grass, tat¬ 
toos. No queens, no perfume please. 
LTR maybe. 8 4731. 


Oral Buddy Needed 4 “69” Play! 

Sexy, regular GWM, 36, 5'10'', 180 
seeking a GWM or GLM for mutual, 
hot mouth and tongue action. 

Porno's, clean hairy butts, average 
size dicks are what excite me... and 
you? 8 4732. 


Drive Naked 

Nude behind the steering wheel. 
Barefoot on the accelerator. See the 
sights of SF butt naked. Crank up the 
heat in your car and let's get naked. 
Hot exhibitionist. 8 4733. 


Tight Butt For You 

GBM, 27, 5'8", 125#, wants good- 
looking young horny top. You must be 
hung, in shape & drug free. Foreign¬ 
ers a plus. I'm ready to please your 
buddy too! 8 4734. 


Punishment Time - Upper Haight 

I like to be stark naked w/ my cock 
stiff while I whip bad boys. Other 
arrangements by apt. 8 4735. 


Hot Sweaty Naked Butt Love 

My interest range for leather to lace; 
daddy to big brother; you be in shape, 
hot and totally queer. Me: 37yo, 

5'7", 135#, shaved head, mustache, 
and tattoo's 8 4736. 


Muscle Freak 

23, HM, 6'1", 170#, swimmer's 
build, boned, new to the bay area. 
Looking for buff muscle men for good 
times. 8 4737. 


Seeking Asian Top Mostly 

GWM seeks healthy, dependable, 
Asian stud who spanks & is condom 
crazy. A caring person while perpetu¬ 
ally & eternally homy. Humorous & 
witty too. 8 4824. 


ISO Dirty Talking Hot Top 

Big dick, big balls, bid loads & kinky 
fantasies 2 talk and...? Man-smells, 
hot way, WS, all +'s. GWM, 37, 
5'5", 150#, attractive, well-built, 
hungry adventurous bottom. 8 
4825. 


Top Man Needed 

5'11", It brown, blue, needs it bad. 
Come give it to me! 8 4826. 


Serious Fuckers Only! 

If you like hot, juicy raw fucks w/a 
well fucked ass. 1 on 1 or groups, 
cum fuck GBM, 39, 5'11", 142#, 
goatee, shaved head. ISO men ht/wt 
prop, masc. & serious only. This ass 
is ready now! 8 4827. 


At Your Beck And Call 

Very attractive clean cut, 29 yo bot¬ 
tom boy seeks GWM/GLM tops to ser¬ 
vice. Hairy chest/masculine a must. 

I'm daddy's boy. Uncut a+. 8 4828. 


Top Fist Daddy Is 

Goodlooking, proportionate, 6'1", 
40's, hairy, seeking proportionate fist 
bottom. ISO gaining experience. Once 
or reg basis. Younger, hung, uncut, 
BB=pluses. Will travel discreet. 8 
4829. 


Dominant Man 

65 yrs., 6ft, 180#, sensible, wants 
oral service, affection & more from 
submissive friend. 8 4830. 


Looking For Mature Asians 

44yo, GWM, 170, HIV-, wants the 
pleasure of sucking Asians 40+. AM 
passionate & versatile to other plea¬ 
sures. Hoping for friendship also. 
Mar/bi OK too. 8 4831. 


Oral Buddy Needed 

handsome, sexy, GWM, 36, 5'10", 
185#, loves to give & receive oral 
sex, "69", looking for a man that 
swallows. You: 18-35, horny, attrac¬ 
tive & proportioned. Regular sessions 
possible. 8 4832. 


Anything Goes In Santa Rosa 

Video night at Richard's. Have excel¬ 
lent collection-or bring your own & 
your buddies, if you wish. 8 4833. 


Uncut Sexy Not Young 

Me: 5'6", 152#, hair S/P, hazel 
eyes, big mustache, likes to make 
love. Bicycle. Movies, gym, garden, 
sun, entertain, healthy food, ND/NS, 
HIV-*- OK. 8 4834. 


Need Great Oral Service? 

Young Asian. Slim built, very attrac¬ 
tive & healthy. Want to service hand¬ 
some & in-shape guys, 18-28 yo, 
white or Latino. Lunch hours. After 
work & etc.. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
8 4835. 


Asian Seeks Asian Top 

In weekdays 9 to 3. AM, 6', 165#, 
hot, handsome & gym toned. U be in 
shape, under 45 with rock hard tool 
& love to fuck. Hung & buffed A+. 
8 4836. 


UCB Frat Brothers 

Need servicing. We're always homy. 
Can you take on seven of us? If you 
can, call now. 8 4837. 


Horny Hung 100% Italian BB 28 

New in town from Miami. 6'1", 
215#, ripped, hung 9 1/2 X 6 1/2 is 
looking for homy muse guys for hot 
sex on regular basis, no boyfriends or 
shallow World Gym/Universe muscle 
crowd. 8 4838. 


Hammer Me Hard With Your Cock 

Smooth, clean cut, 28 yo AM ISO 
well endowed men 40 yo or below. 
Must be dominant & ready for long 
sessions. Look at my tight bubble butt 
& fuck it. 8 4839. 


Cocksucker Extraordinaire 

GWM, 45, HIV-, deep throat for 7" 
or better any age, race, lay back and 
get expertly done one time or.regular 
basis. 8 4840. 


GAM 24 yrs of Age 

Looking for GWM between 20-37 
yrs. Goodlooking top & bottom. Inter¬ 
ested in having good time. 8 4841. 


GAM Looking For GWM 

Between the ages of 20 to 38 years of 
age. Looking forward to having real 
good time. Top N Bottom. 8 4842. 


Shy Top Needs Assertive Bottom 

For weekday sessions. I'm 6', 165#, 
beard, oral, late 40's. You: any age, 
bear type &/or nice nip A+. But all 
considered. 8 4859. 


Fuck Buddies Wanted 

Goodlooking GWM ISO Greek active 
tops-French A/P, 6'3", 170#, S/P 
hair, mustache, goatee, smooth, 47, 
seeks other HIV+, smokers for sex. 
No S&M, drags, Ht/Wt prop. 8 
4860. 


Hot Hispanic Top 

Latin stud into adventuresome fun 
seeks bottpms eager to please. 
Leather a plus. 8 4861. 


Sex, Sex, Sex! 

GWM, Italian, hairy, hung, top, 40, 
190#, br/br, beard, in shape, have 
LTR, need more hot sex w/sim GWM, 
SF. Versatile & hairy A+. 8 4862. 


80% Hot Top 20% Lousy Bottom 

SM switch needs training: sissy pain 
threshold. Can you toughen me up? 
ISO training from experienced, mas¬ 
culine Top. Expand limits with disci¬ 
pline & affection. Great playroom 
provided. Blue Collar/Ex-military 
A+.S4863. 


FETISHES 


John 

Couldn't be at Starbucks Thur 1/16 
@ 6:30. Would like to meet you, 
Clinton. 8 4647. 


Looking For Dominant Black Man 

Submissive white boy for rough play, 
verbal action, and live out fantasies. I 
am WGM, 45, 137#, 5'8", trim & 
obedient. Need discipline & a real 
man-handler for expanding limits. 8 
4648. 


Sole Man 

GBM wants action from tall, well 
formed, angular feet & toes, sucks, 
bare, legs. Worship suck etc. esp 
sheer socks. 8 4649. 


Feet Dark Socks And More 

Goodlooking Latino, 5'11", 190#, 
dark features, HIV-, would like to 
meet Latinos or Whites NS/ND, 24- 
30, into foot fetish. 8 4650. 


Raunchy Young Studs 

Dominant, under 30, cute, sexy, 
wanting to get serviced then get real 
raunchy for W/S to...share some fan¬ 
tasies with me, bring a buddy? S 
4651. 


Man W/Toe Ring Sks Foot Partner 

Lifelong excitement looking at/fanta¬ 
sizing about men's barefeet. Mascu¬ 
line, goodlooking, E. Bay GWM, 

5'9", 140#, tan, moderately hairy, 
HIV-, loves reciprocal kissing, lick¬ 
ing, massaging barefeet, safe J/0. 
Further friendship possible. 8 4652. 


Endurance Bondage & Torture 

GWM, 5'10", 175#, solid, brn/brn, 
40 ISO serious and reliable guys any 
race/age for endurance, bondage, fan¬ 
tasy role playing, torture. Outdoor 
scenes possible. Top or bottom. 8 
4738. 


Into Shaving? 

I'm 43, br, bl, 170#, 5'10", very 
hairy and would like to try being 
completely shaved. I need a shaver! 
8 4739. 


Let’s Pull Down Our Pants & JO 

Belt unbuckled? Fly unbuttoned/un¬ 
zipped? Hard-on in your shorts (box¬ 
ers, briefs)? GWM seeking men 30+ 
yo into JO w/their pants (jeans, 
khakis, slacks) open/dropped suits, 
uniforms A+. 8 4845. 


Are You Man Enough To Cry? 

In shape sadistic tops, both 35, seek 
masochistic muscle bottom, 25-45. 
Must endure heavy whipping, CBT, 
WS, tit and ass play. Hairy a+. 8 
4740. 


Body Beautiful Bubble Butt/Boots 

You pose, I kneel. You rub the seat of 
your 501's in my face. I lick your 
boots. Play safe, have fun, profit from 
experience. 8 4741. 


Tit Pig Wanted 

Mutual, heavy duty, hot, 215#, 6'1' 
very muscular, 46" chest, goatee, 
leather, aroma, etc. Muscles a plus 
but not necessary, in-shape is. 8 
4742. 


Bondage And Discipline Sought 

By honest, masculine, good looking, 
experienced bottom. Plays sober, se¬ 
riously and safe. Discretion required 
and reciprocated. 8 4744. 


Bare Assed Spanking 

Best bare assed spanking in SF for 
boys (over 18) to 35.1 am Daddy 
bear, 6', 285#, experienced, safe. 
8 4745. 


Spankings For Bad Boys... 

Needing humiliation & reddened butt 
cheeks! Be 18-35, cute, obedient with 
round bottom. Safe asshole, finger¬ 
ing, possible. Whimpering, crybabies 
& beginners firmly broken. SJ or SF. 
8 4843. 


Nasty 

Give me your nasty asshole & I'll give 
you mine. Blk male, 39, 9", seek ver¬ 
satile scat fuck buddy. You blk or 
Latino, in good shape, hung. 8 
4844. 


Derby Jackers & Hoods 

Hooded punk in South Bay, blue col¬ 
lars services boot stompers, guys in 
derby jackets, bens, beanies. Cholos, 
street punks, blue collard dudes. Let's 
cum wearing our Bens, Derby's. 8 
4846. 


Got Skin—I Service 

Love that skin—need that skin-please 
give me that skin I will suck stretch 
tongue chew to your delight. 61/2- 
8". Semi hard A+. 8 4847. 


Flex Your Muscles 

WM, late 40's, seeks muscular guy of 
any size into flexing, posing, & being 
admired. Love baseball, biceps, hot 
pecs. Especially seek very muscular 
Asian. 8 4848. 


Are You Up For Pec/Nipple Play? 

Muscular GWM, 6", 215#, 47' 
chest, top, looking for men with huge 
pecs/sensitive nipples for intense, sen¬ 
sual pec pounding, nipple sucking 
workouts. Soft or rough, your call. 8 
4849. 


Spiritually Direct BDSM 

Long, slow, deep, careful, conscious, 
whole-person comradeship. ND. Ver¬ 
satile WM, 50, 5'8", 175#, muscu¬ 
lar, bald, longtime yoga. Very fit 
prefers same. 8 4850. 


Giant-Sized Dicks Sought By 

Giant-sized bear (40, HIV+, healthy, 
no gag-reflex) for deep throat action. 
Cut blacks over 11" & cut redheads a 
plus. Prefer slender/athletic & NS. 

No reciprocation. 8 4851. 


Scat Water Sports 

Young looking 55, GWM, seeks 
white, handsome, 22-45. Me: 5'10", 
190#, hairy chest, mustache, short 
beard, bm/blu, HIV-. No fats, femms. 
Latino OK. 8 4864. 


Italian Sks Scabs 

Or open wounds. Turned on by oozing 
sores, scrapes & cuts. I'm well hung 
& want to fill all your holes. Skate¬ 
boarders most welcome. 8 4865. 


Huge Enlarged Nipples And Pecs 

On handsome, smart, GWM muscle 
boy, 18-32, wanted by cute boyish 
GWM, 25, hunky, slender, gym- 
toned, with hot pierced nipples for 
mutual nipple play, body worship, af¬ 
fection, safe sex. 8 4866. 


Beginner At FF Seeks Practice 

Me: GWM, 25,150#, 6'3", shaved 
head, stash, goatee. You: under 50, 
sane with sense of humor, and a pa¬ 
tient, clean hole. Facial hair, bald, 
hairy A+.S 4867. 


COUPLES 


Sex Toy For Hot Glkg Couple 

Versatile handsome, Asian hunk, 35, 
with beautiful muscular body, tight 
smooth jock ass wants to tease you, 
please you. Want me to ride both of 
you? Want me to milk your dicks? Or 
should we make roast beef sandwich¬ 
es for our picnic? 8 4653. 


Masculine In-Shape Couples 

31 year old, GWM, 5'8", 165#, 
lightly hairy, handsome, gym-toned, 
br hair/eyes, clean cut, seeks 3-ways 
with adventuresome couples. 
White/Latino, 25-40, HIV-, versatile 
preferred. 8 4654. 


WMC Seeks Asian 

Gdlkng GWC, 40's, tall Texans, look¬ 
ing for Asian buddies for fun. 8 
4655. 


Bear Doubles His Fun And Yours 

I open my throat to accept you, his 
hands guide my skull forward, down. 
You shoot You switch. He shoots. 
And switch again? Excellent service 
orally by big bear, 40, w/ HIV+, 
healthy. S 4746 


E Bay GWM Bear CpI ISO 3rd 

For hot, safe fun. We're 40's, hand¬ 
some, goatees, hairy, tall, HIV-. Both 
240# (+-). You: 30+, versatile 
(GKA/P, FRA/P), HIV-, willing to 
travel to E Bay, 200#. Pluses: hairy, 
blue collar, bi-sexual. 8 4855. 


OTHER 


Insatiable, Party/Play Pig Boy 

35 yo (looks mid-20's) bl/bl, mus- 
tached GWM seeks extensive play 
with aggressively dominant topmen. 
Leather/Latino/Uncut A+. 8 4656. 


Country Dads Seek Obedient Son 

18-40, affectionate, slender, mascu¬ 
line, HIV-, NS/ND/NA. Willing to 
please. Learn sensual massage & all 
things erotic. Limits respected. Room 
& board for part time gardening. 
Near Santa Rosa. 8 4657. 


Gay Artists!! 

I'm interested in finding other gay 
artists & their friends. We can get to¬ 
gether for fun & socializing. 8 
4658. 


Fine Dinning, Anyone? 

Cute, GAM, 33yr, 5'10", looking for 
friends to go eat restaurants like 
Stars, Mass's on a regular basis. Be 
GM under 43, and have money to 
play for your share of the bill. 8 
4747. 


Country Dads Seeks Obedient Son 

18-40, affectionate, slender, mascu¬ 
line, HIV-, NS, drink. Willing to 
please. Learn sensual massage and all 
things erotic. Limits respected. Room 
and board for part-time gardening. 
Near Santa Rosa. 8 4748. 


Corporal Punishment 

You may send your youngster to me 
for discipline. I am English former 
headmaster. I am firm but fair. 
Spank, Strap, Whip. 8 4749. 


SF Opera Buddy Wanted 

Saturday evenings, five operas, or¬ 
chestra, row J, ticket price only, no 
donation surcharge. Let's talk. 8 
.4852. 


Looking For Private T-Room 

Muscle stud is making a video for a 
friend. Seeks T-room or other sleazy 
locations. I'm 5'8"m 220#, eager to 
strip & show. 8 4853. 


Hot Photos 

If you have any old hot gay photos, 
nude or otherwise—Don't destroy 
them—I'd like them. 8 4854. 


r 



You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is WEDNESDAY at 5 PM, for the 
following week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by 
mail with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print 
clearly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. 
The Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

State Zip 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 j 
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Pieter Nelemans 


Hearts 
and flowers 


by Sweet Lips 


: nly eight more shopping 
days to V-Day! That’s Valen- 
tine’s Day for those of you 
feigning ignorance of this hearts- 
and-flowers holiday. Of course, 
the Polk Rendezvous is no slouch 
in the romance department; Joe 
Bear and I will be hosting a spe¬ 
cial Be My Valentine! (Or Die) 
Party on Friday, Feb. 14,1-6 p.m., 
at the PR, with canapes by Dennis 
“Caviar and Q-Tips” Tyler. Just 
kidding about the “die” part, but 
do bring your sweetheart along - 
or perhaps you’ll meet the man of 
your dreams on the Polk- 
strasse. If so, have 
your checkbook ^ 
handy. O 

He’s back and ( 
the PR has him! 

Yes, I do mean the 
handsome and 
talented David 
Kapp, our new 
manager. You 
can be sure things will be jump¬ 
ing at 1303 Polk St.! 

Fond of Pieter: Attention 
friends of Pieter Nelemans. That 
Rotterdam rogue will turn 70 on 
Feb. 26. He retired to the Nether¬ 
lands after working as a waiter 
and bartender in SF for many 
years. His pal Ann needs some 
mug shots of his buddies, as we’re 
sending Pieter a special care pack¬ 
age to mark the big event. Buzz 
me at the PR, and I’ll get your 
photos to her. Pieter, darling, let a 
fellow septuagenarian welcome 
you to the swinging seventies! 

The ever gracious Crimson 
(“The Scarlet Woman”) and John 
sent me such a lovely flower 
arrangement from Bella’s World! 
Thanks so much for the posies, 
you two. Nobody can whip to¬ 
gether a fetching nosegay like 
bountiful Bella. Remember to cast 
your votes for Crimson and John 
as our next empress and empress 
next Saturday, Feb. 15. They’re 
definitely to the manor born! 

On that same regal Saturday, 
your presence is requested at the 
complimentary brunch for Crim¬ 
son and John at the PR, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., with tasty morsels from 
Dennis “Sushi and Sunkist” Tyler. 
Hosted by David Kapp and the 
Czarina de Turk Street herself. 

The Grass Is Greener Dept.: 
That sterling example of girth and 
mirth, Ms. Greta Grass, is now 
working Tues.-Thurs. at the new 


Zeke’s (formerly Company) on 
California St. Do drop by for a li¬ 
bation or two and make the ac¬ 
quaintance of the enchanting 
Zeke. 

On Sunday, Feb. 9, the Cinch 
will be throwing a Mardi Gras 
bash at 2 p.m., with a Cajun buf¬ 
fet by Dennis “Catfish and Cot- 
tonballs” Tyler, a zydeco band, a 
mask contest and strip shows (8- 
10 p.m.). My favorite ecdysiast 
can snatch up doubloons in the 
most amazing ways! 

Also on Sunday, Feb. 9, don’t 
miss the Imperial Roast for Steve 
and Tillie at The Giraffe at 3 p.m. 

Mud will be slung! 
Scott Rankine is 
now patrolling the 
plank afternoons at 
Kimo’s, and John David 
is doing his bit, too! 

Moon Over Mexico 
Dept.: Dick 

Deemer (his real 
name), Barton 
Dryer and I will 
be hauling our 
bronzed bodies down to Puerto 
Vallarta once again the last week 
of March. It’s almost time for an¬ 
other margarita infusion - hold 
the salt! Bobby Pace informs me 
that a group from the Phone 
Booth, who will be going there 
April 14 (thereby avoiding paying 
their taxes), has been collecting 
condoms for Paco Paco’s Howard, 
who distributes them to local 
AIDS agencies. What a bunch of 
sweethearts! 

Mark your calendars in red for 
the San Francisco Council of Em¬ 
perors’ 25th Silver Jubilee cocktail 
party on Friday, Feb. 21, at The 
Giraffe (1131 Polk St.), 5-8 p.m. A 
few of the royalty of note at the 
stellar soiree will be Absolute Em¬ 
press I Jose, Chico’s Reba, Sacra¬ 
mento’s Empress XV La Kish and 
San Diego’s legendary Empress 
Nicole the Great (who will be a 
hostess). Framed pictures of each 
emperor and empress will be 
hanging for your perusal. A col¬ 
lector’s item limited edition 25th 
anniversary year pin is available 
and, according to rumor, quite 
striking! Inquiring minds are cu¬ 
rious if Emperor I Marcus will be 
putting in an appearance in his 
leather cape! Word has it that he 
bears a striking resemblance to a 
certain famed caped crusader in 
that outfit! Please note that Em¬ 
press Bella II will not be taking her 
30th anniversary walk. C'est dom- 
mage! V 
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Healing Bodywork 


Accupressure 

Deep Tissue 


Swedish 


Dan Spaeth c.m.t. 

415*621 *8582 

Appointments Available 10AM - 10PM 


let a pro handle you 


PLEASURE 1$ YOURS 

MASSEUR OFFERS STRONG HANDS, 
SENSITIVE TOUCH, WARM STUDIO. 

CONVENIENT CASTRO LOCATION 
DAYS AND EVENINGS 

TODD 415/861-9909 


TOM 


® Ol 


3 --a 


MARIN/SF 


MASSAGE 


ORTHOPEDIC MASSAGE 

e 

JACK EIMAN 

695-7808 

' 


Deeply relaxing and very effective for 
stiff neck and shoulders, backpain, 
sporting injuries, computer stress, etc. 
I've had excellent training. Please call 
for detailed info. Thank you. 


SOUTHERN BOY 

27, 6', 170#, Buzzed. Full-body 
deep-tissue. Therapeutic. 8 yrs exp. 

0UTCALLS/H0TELS 
CALL 24 HRS. • 764-9154 


DEEP LISTENING, TOTAL PRE- 

ANWAR 552-6677 

SENCE, COMPLETE RELAXATION 


Muscular, cert., friendly*24 Hrs In/Out 

FUN MASSAGE• 641-5789 


After your workout or just for fun— 
Massage and Escort for Athletic Men 
Sexy, tanned, toned, versatile, hot! 
5T1",150#,8" Uncut Davis 437-2688 


Rub & Grub: Massage and Light 
Lunch, Market/Noe* Gene 487-1983 

_ EOfe 

East Bay Comfort Warmth 
Sensual Massage by slender nude 
Masseur. Bob $25 1 hr 510-843-4408 

_E06 

SPECIALIZING IN MEN 

Strong* Nurturing* Sensual Touch*by 
Handsome* muscular* hairy*built body 
worker* Michael • Pgr 707-325-8680 ew 

Best Massage ... Best Price ... 

BEST ASS 

Gene 487-1983 • Market Noe 


ASIAN MAGIC 

For soothing, relaxing touch call Alex 

415-440-4000 

Pgr 415 270-7524 


SERIOUS DEEP TISSUE 

Full body massage by hairy,very well- 
Built CMT. Great chest, arms, abs, 
Hands, no attitude! Dirk 861-1671 


SAN JOSE 

Intensive massage by Mike 
Swedish Deep Tissue 408*279-8265 

STRONG AND FIRM 

CMT bodywork with deep tissue for 
after work play or real stress relief. 
Erotic and safe massage is a gift to 
yourself. Built 34 y/o, $75 Hr, out 
calls only in SF 415-978-0810 


EXOTIC SF LOCATION 

Hottub, handsome med student 543-0822 

' _EOfc 

Santa Rosa Hideaway 
Firm, disciplined massage by mature 
masseur in secluded country setting east 
of Santa Rosa. Also, fantasies explored. 
Group sessions with prior screening. 
Roger CMT (707) 525-1771 

No B.S. No rip off Honest CMT 

$30 THAT’S ALL! 

Exc.Exp.Pro.Sensual msg 552-5364 


Erotic Bodyrub naked $45 out smooth hard 
body 5T0" 165# Kenny*9150913 Pgr 


OILY EXPERIENCE 

26 y/o Latin stud wants U to Relax! 
Sensual, erotic/Eduardo Pgr 527-6096 


Nude Muscular Handsome 28 y.o. 
Expert certified massage therapist 
does sensual,erotic and professional 
Swedish massage Jeff* 553-8804 ^ 

Let yourself go with a full body 
massage by Marc, 1 hr $35 11/2 Hrs 
$45. Geared to meet your needs. 
Oakland area (510) 836-4165 

Deep Heart massage for body, soul, 
emotions; relax and heal; connect 
with true flow • 621-2913 


A Hot Smooth 

ASIAN STUDENT 

Will relax you, call .Chin @ 280-8705 


MY HANDS = EXTASY 

Full body Swedish massage by a very 
attractive nude 28 y/o. Pg: 313-4643 o7 

SURRENDER 

24 yo Erotic Massage Artist 
Cute 5'8" 155#, Br, Br 
Nothing but Satisfaction 
Call Me: 245-7106 
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MASSAGE 


23 yo, fresh from London. Student w/ 
muscular bod, offering the ultimate in 


$50 - out Matthew 781 -8224 ext158 


Erotic Swedish deep-tissue by very hand¬ 
some, friendly, 29, 510", 150, br/br, 
masc, boyish, goatee,nice body, clean, 
warm, quiet studio downtown $50in/$70 
out 552-2891. Pgr 303-1043 


4 MEN WHO 

Need 2B Kneaded 

22Y/0 CLEAN-CUT GUY 

Drk hr, fair skin tight runners body 
with seductive intuitive touch. Steve. 
207-2827 OUT ONLY 


Swedish/Shiatsu, intuitive & Strong 

AHHSOME MASSAGE 

V. Kind & Attractive 25 y.o. 

10 a.m.-9 p.m., $55/90 mins. 

Please page @ 709-0485 • SETH 


ASIAN 

Erotic sensual touch Ramon 487-6642 

E07 


CMT: GAY ASIAN MALE 

Swedish, table, prof'l. & caring • 
warm environment tel. 861-1525 


MASSAGE BY LATINO 

A real massage by an experienced 
masseur. Smooth, handsome 30 yr old 
GM gives satisfying full-body massage. 
45 in, 60 out Adolfo Pg 267-2605 


As You Like It! Erotic fullbody fun 
young,smooth,tan,tattoos,hot Texan! 
Safe, clean, easy to find, friendly. 
Come try Dallas 626-3991 anytime! 


HIV+ Sensual Massage for people 
with HIV. Gene • 487-1983 

GENE THERAPY 

__E 

Relaxation of the mind, body & soul 
DAVIS • 437-2688 • 10AM-8PM 


Kory 773-9130 In/Out 24Hr Cash/MCV 

SF HOTELS. NICETOUCm ob 

San Jose - Swedish Massage 
$30/Hr-$45 11/2 Hr. In calls 
ANTHONY* (408) 288-6169 CMT fi 

Sensual Massage for Men, Montclair 
Piedmont area 510-601-0451 
GEORGE • $35.00 



This Body DOES 
Bodywork 

Rick 415-621-2142 


Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26 Y/0 ASIAN 

In $50, Out $60 

DAVE • 749-0488 


NAKED HOT RUB 

Erotic & Nasty Rub given by bottom 
guy in the nude • Scott • 564-1550 

EOfe 


Great Deep Swedish,Shiatsu, Reiki 

$35 FIRST SESSION 

NonSex,Pro.Noe Valley,Ed 647-4388^ 


Only One Question: 

WANNA MELT? 

Castro, Certified $40 
Jim de Masseur • 621-4517 


Hot Rub Down 

There's no point being home trying to 
stay warm when this muscleman can 
take his hot hands and warm you all 
over. I'm strong and can give a firm, 
deep massage. Truly one of the best! 
BRAD • 664-1595 


Complete nude massage by well-built man, 
46, Dwntwn SF398-2441 24 Hr MARK 
_ 522 

Total Stress Relief 773-9130 Kory 
Try Him! He's Got A Great Touch! eq6 

GAY ASIAN 

Trained professional certified mas¬ 
sage therapist (415) 474-3698 


MASSAGE BY STEVE 640-2949 ^ 

Fantastic massage by an Old Pro 
17th/Dolores $35 Roy*626-6090 


Masterly Compleat Massage by 
gdlkng Versatile Experienced Oak 
CMT. From Strong to Sensual. Greg 
(510)547-1364 


PALO ALTO 

Great hands-buff body-your pleasure 
Come to the best Billy 
415-328-3210 


Hot Massage by Lean Boy 
Call Ishmael (415) 252-8018 
Come for the Touch; 

Stay for the Fish. 


Sensual nude mass, by 6' 190# sexy 
muscular hunk,very friendly, very 
playful.Great mass.$40*387-9451 Eob 


Berkeley Bodywork. Esalen or Sports 
Massage Kent,CMT (510) 845-3036 


Relax Release Enjoy a Sensual 
Swedish massage. 37 CMT $40/90 
min.Great hands! Stan • 641-8221 

E09 


HAYES VALLEY HEAVEN 

Be transported into bliss with sensu¬ 
al, nurturing touch by a caring 
CMT. THOMAS • 863-5324 


Sensual Massage for Men. Call Doug 
415.457-7507 in/out 430-10PM Marin 4 


•MID-PENINSULA* 

7+ yrs, CMT, Full Tension Release 
In/Out, days/eves, Tom 415.345-7318 


BLACK MUSCLE! 

NUDE HOT OIL MASSAGE 

Hard Black Body, Firm Strong Touch 

$45/1N $60/0 UT 

(415) 207-9350 E0< 

Get Passion 

Sensual massage by Tall Blond Texan 
6'6", 195# Nice Bod Beard 60/In 80/0ut 
Attractive Attentive Affectionate 

WAYNE *252-7443 


China-trained, cute, smooth friendly 

CHINESE MASSAGE 

Fullbody deep touch 24 hrs 303-4711 


NUDE MASSAGE CUTE GUY 

5'5" 135# smooth nice chest & arms older 
men welcome $40 Donald *351-2034 


Sculpted 'n Handmoods (707) 545-9745 

INDULGE ‘N SANTA ROSA 

E07 


Sensual Swedish certified massage. 
Attractive Latino in the Sunset Dist. 

EDUARDO • 731-5209 

In/Out Calls & Specials Available 


Cute, young CMT gives great sensual, 
healing rubs to men of ALL ages any 
races $45 Outcall 752-6334 


SERIOUS BODYWORK 

Strong, intuitive healing hands. 
Handsome, muscular CMT does the 
work to free your body of stress of pain. 
Specializing in Deep Tissue, Sports and Swedish. 
7 years experience. Great massage table. 
Warm, clean, quiet space. Call Jim. 

415-437-2568 or 800-928-8974 (pager) 


http://www.massagenet.com/vincent.shtml VlHCCIlt 


EROTIC 


mas 


age 


415 - 621-3719 


Relaxing full-body 
massage by friendly 
attractive 27 C M T. 
offers strong intuitive, 
erotic touch. 


FOR ALL VOUR KNEADS 

sensual combination of techniques 
in a warm private Noe Valley studio 
6'4" 170 0 yrs certified 
CHUCK 824-2667 



Nude, Erotic & Swedish Massages 

No Nonsense Affair 
A Professional Man 
For Your Body and Head 
By A Handsome Man 
6'1", 210 lbs., Blond/Blu 

Sam 885-6379 

24 HRS. 

1st Timers Welcome 


Indulge Yourself 

Enjoy the nurturing magic of a soothing deep 
Swedish-Esalen massage in a warm and 
comfortable environment. Certified. 
Castro location. Gift Certificates Available. 
Sliding scale for people living with HIV. 

Mark Carmody (415) 861-5441 


REAL MASSAGE 

2 BLOCKS FROM CASTRO/MARKET 
A Spiritual, Non-Sexual Experience 
Esalen, Deep Tissue, Shiatsu & Acupressure styles 
With professional table/linens, head cradle and leg bolster 
$40 for 1 hour; $60 for 90 minutes 
For appointment, call John at 255-3049 


INTUITIVE 
BODY WORK 

"Jiet me cfttide tf.au 
an a faumetf al 
lelaxatiaH atta 

Convenient 
SOMA Location 






relaxing 
rejuvenating 
full body 

massage 

mike miller, cml 

415.565.0742 
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MASSAGE 



Wellbeing for your 
INTACT body* 

* Not circumcised / Restoring 


Whole bodies deserve massage 

90mins $60 call 9am to 7pm 

T.JL 415 826 5972 




operators are standing by 



A TOUCH OF CLASS 
A RELAXING MASSAGE 

by a handsome, masculine blond, 
6’, 190, beautifully nude 
muscular body, summer tan. 

Firm, Erotic Swedish Massage 

Massage Lotion & Table, Hard to Beat it 

$45/ln $60/Out 75 mins. 
Mike 931-0149 24 hrs. 


Best Hands in 

Hie City! 

TOP Quality massage by 
handsome bodybuilder. 

rrar.rrain.-fc 

Smedish, Sensual, deep Tissue, & Shiatsu 

431-06261 


At TENSION itlUSC* 



! MB55HBE IH~B~PR0~FE55IDNBl CM mYnMeIiT! 

[ Allow yourself to be pampered and nurtured in a warm, safe, non- * 
, sexual setting. Our practitioners are certified, knowledgeable & caring.! 
I We offer: Swedish, Deep Tissue, Myofcicial Release, Shiatsu, i 
! lymphatic Drainage, Energy> Balancing. 1 

[ 50-Minute Massage $38-$45, Sliding Scale, ■ 

; Gift Certificates Available! '“Si™! 
j $5 Off Initial Massage; Offer Ends 1/31/97 S 4i^2-87ii 1 


Van Ness-Russian Hill-Marina...Brad 
Full Body Relief.. In/Out.. 715-6410 

___EOfe 

E.BAY SEXY JOCK 

Italian, 6', 180#, Swedish nude massage 
9am-10pm Jonathan (510) 658-2437 EOfe 

EROTIC 24 HOURS 

CMT Massage 775-4771 24Hrs 


Fullbody massage given by handsome 
cleancut grad student, 510", 155 Lbs, 
Br/Blu,smooth,lean,muscular body. Call 
Luke, CMT, 24 Hrs-541-5002 

___EOfe 

$30 Massage! •Bill*441-1054- H0T!{ 2 

Two New 

SEXUAL HEALERS 

In Town (Haight & Divisadero) doing 
traditional and non-traditional massage 
and bodywork. Energy Body Center 
Christopher Love, MA CMT & Kirk 
Prine, EdD, CMT Appt/lnfo: 552-7417 

42, 510", 170, Bearded, Hairy Mas¬ 
culine, Offbeat, Down-to-Earth pro 
offers Nurturing, Heartfelt Massage 
and Sensual, Erotic Touch*764- 
6319-Tom_ 

Excellent, professional, true deep-tis¬ 
sue massage by a friendly, muscular, 
very handsome man. Alan 708-6052 


SWIMMER’S TOUCH 

Relaxing, full-body massage by strong, 
smooth 26 yr old. Strong, caring 
hands, offer intuitive, erotic touch. 
$40/1 hr. $50/11/2 hrs. Out calls 

MATT • 437-2464 

_EIB 

SF Hotels: Discreet Friendly 24 Hr Man's 
Man Massage 715-6410* BracVMCV 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 267-1817 


Handsome, Friendly WM, 32, Built 
(510", 175#), Great Hands Gives 
Full-Body, Swedish Massage. $50 
In/Out. SF/Marin Days/Eves. Mike, 
CMT 388-4583 


Erotic Full-Body Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

By sexy, well-built Stud 
$40 In/Out (707) 865-2093 Bob 


HOTELS 24-HOURS 

CMT Call: (415) 775-4771 24 Hours 


GREAT MASSAGE • HOT BODY 
Great playtime.Great fun. 387-9451 


Relaxing Swedish or Sports Massage 
$30 2/1 Special. Jim 885-4652 For Appt 





Berliner 


Handsome 27, with a passionate touch 
for your unabashed pleasure. 
Br/br/ 5’97150#/ 8” uncut 
$55/ Ihr. $70/90 min. 

Sliding Scale for PWA 


SATISFACTION 

Full Body Shiatsu Rubdown CMT. 
415-252-8172 • Professional • Out. 

_E07 

773-9130 Feel Good All Over $75+ I/O 
Kory "Does A Body Good". (Cash/MCVJ fe 

Sensual Swedish Certified Massage. 
Attractive Latino now available 
Also in the Mission Dist. 

EDUARD 731-5209 

In/Out Calls & Special Available 


90 Min for $40. Swedish Massage by 
Goodlooking CMT. Quality assured 
Thurs thru Sun. Jeff 922-4962 E10 

EAST BAY GAY ASIAN 

Relax by my hands 5'4", 160lbs brn/ 
brn 0ut/$40hr. Call me. Mike @ VM 
(510) 438-3269 wkdy after 7/weekends 


Warm Friendly Healing Sincere Clean 
Discreet Caring Bliss*773-9130‘Kory^ 

Strong, secure, energizing blend of 
tui na, Swedish, point work, deep tis¬ 
sue & stretches by handsome adept 
CMT w/ 8 yrs exp. 75 min $45/55 
in/out. Jim 752-8846 


EAST BAY FULL BODY 

Massage, Sensuous and Therapeutic 

Paul, CMT (510) 704-5289 


RmUllj*t! 

sensual • soothing 

nurturing • naked 
by a handsome 27yo pro 
[taitm lee, in/out sf/sast bay 

Timothy 4tS.487.0278 



RELEASE 

IT ALL! WITH A 

MANDATORY 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

LATIN-MUSCULAR-NUDE 
REED (415)552-6424-270-5058 


A Superb Massage by a 
Strong, Sensitive, Nurturing, 
Certified Masseur 


Jason Serin us 

510 - 444-4169 


Professional Quality 
Message In The Nude 
Clark • 764-9978 


Buffed Jock 

gives 

GREAT MASSAGE 

60in 70out 

431-6677 Jeff 


CALL THIS AD! 


Excellent strong hands, long ses¬ 
sions by CMT in form of Swedish & 
Shiatsu, orthobionomy! "Best mas¬ 
sage ever” my clients say! 24 hr 
Nathan 24 hr *487-7662 


Tight as a drum? 
Unwind with 
Shiatsu 
$50/1 hr. 
Out only 
Scott, CMT 
668-6022 


Erotic bodyrub $30hr. 641-9058 


X-TRA HANDSOME 

Jewish/ltalian, 34, 6'2", 180, hairy 
chest, shlder Ingth hair 
Page Steve 1 (888) 361-4830 


Young Masseur For Older 
New in US. 261", 160, 

Athletic, ex-TV Comml model 
Gives excl massage for mature men 
$60. Oakland (510) 532-5603. 

Latin College Boy 415-487-7600 CMT 
Swedish Sensual Massage. All ages. 

_EOfe 

Any Race Size Age 18+ Kory 773-9130 

_EOfe 

Friendly, Reliable Complete Massage 

SF HOTEL GUESTS 

24hr cash/MCV In/Out 715-6410 • Brad 


Older & Large Men Welcome 773-9130 

_ EOfe 

Very Handsome Student 26 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Erotic 224-0381 


Complete Satisfaction by Masculine 
Str-lkg Guy 715-6410 Brad, I/O, $75+. 


Massage n play with handsome mus¬ 
cular Italian Erotic bodywork n ecsta¬ 
sy is yours. I'm friendly n touchable 
body trims too. Tony. 487-1959 



BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 


SUPERB QUALITY AND SENSUOS 
ECSTASY! FULL BODY MASSAGE 
BY FRIENDLY, HANDSOME, ASIAN 

Certified 
NR. SF Airport. 

Clean • Private • EZ Parking 


SHIN 415-985-5205 


Blonde Canadian 



A PROFESSIONAL FULL BODY MASSAGE. 
45IN 650UT 

RON 922-3250 



STRONG 

BODYWORK ** 11 

Tom Lombardo, 

CMT 

553-4073 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Evcs/Wlends 




Athletic & Sensual Massage I/O 24hr 
Brad 715-6410 Smooth, Clean-cut Gu^ 

LATIN STUD 

Sensual Massage*• Hot*‘Relaxing 
$50* 10am-10pm • CMT • 560-1351 


SF HOTELS 715-6410 

Discreet-Friendly-Complete-Call Brad fe 

Fondle your 3rd eye & put your body 
at ease with my healing hands. Young 
Italian boy 888-206-7452 

'EOfe 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Sensual, Relaxing $40. ln/$60 out. 
Older men welcome. Hotels. 
346-4677. Complete satisfaction. ^ 

Asian starving student fullbody mas¬ 
sage. U wont be sorry 406-9205 


SONOMA COUNTY 

Strong One Hour $35 

Doug « (707) 837-8000_ m 

Loads of Relief! 715-6410 Brad. 
Enjoy His Hands All Over You! 24HR 


Get Passion 

Sensual massage by Tall Blond Texan 
6'6", 195# Nice Bod Beard 60/In 80/0ut 
Attractive Attentive Affectionate 

WAYN E * 252-7443 t% 
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MASSAGE 



coMPLS-te yet-Sftse 

CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/$35 

CALL: 510-688-5675 




HEALING MASSAGE 


PENINSULA 

Nude 

Swedish 

$55 

75 mins. 
byCMT 

Anthony 

(415)324-1686 



Nude Swedish Massage 

SENSUOUS TOUCH 

Eric 564-6277 
$40/1N $50/0 UT 


HANS 

Wholesomely Handsome, 33, 6’, 
195 lbs., great tan body, 1 V« hr. 
super massage in nude; Japan 
Center $45/ln $60/Out 24 hours. 

292-2373 


SANTA ROSA 

Four hands for Pleasure! 
Jeff: Sexy, Hairy 30 yr. old. 
Lee: Mature, Skilled CMP. 
707/575-4849 

Either $40/hr, Both S60/hr. 



Touch From 
the Heart 

Svmfish/Esalen 
Shiatsu 

Strong, Therapeutic Massage 


- •-<>?<; ufwifwrrvent. 


¥ 


Scott Turner, CMT 641-8368 


iCaliente! 

24 y.o., Super Handsome, 
Dreamboy Latino 
with Gymnast Build, 
5'5”, 145 lbs. 
of Rock Hard Muscle! 
Certified in Switzerland 
Treat yourself to 
International Pampering! 
You deserve the best! 

Paco 487-9575 





| soothing sensitive | 

Excellent bodywork in 
warm, fnendly environment 
full body: $40/lhr.+ l5min 
I Oam-1 Opm discount for 
I st time, wkday, students 
asion clients welcome 


MARC^86^84£ 




Hands 

Full-Body 

DeepTissue 

Swedish 

Massage 

10 am to 
Midnight 
In/Out 


Healing 


Mikp 415-282-4030 

IVIIlX^ e-mail: sfhands@aol.com 


TOM 

ADVENTURESOME 

Built tight, muscular and hung 
Blond man 34, 6', 210 lbs. 
Very friendly guys over 30 
preferred. Sensual massage 
in the buff 

$45 in/$60 out 24 hrs. 

563-1302 


DEEP PLEASURE 
IS YOURS! 


Hot tub 

Private 

garden 

Hot oil 


* Swedish & 
Shiatsu 


Sensual 
full body 
contact 


Masculine, 

handsome, 

friendly... 


Total 

ambience 


For a truly relaxing experience 

DOWNY 864-3777 




JEFF GIBSON, 
CMT 

626-7095 

$50 


“I’ve had hundreds of massages 
before and yours is the best-the 
best of the best!" 

Joe Marchal, Olympic athlete 


•Deep Tissue 
•Sportsmassage 
•Neuromuscular Therapy 
•Soft Tissue Release 


•Swedish 
•Cross Fiber 
•Trigger Point 
•PNF Streches 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 


STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


PHYSICAL 

ATTRACTION 

V-handsome Scandinavian Man, 
weight lifter, friendly, 8" cut 
blond/blue, 6’, 210 lb. 
Especially like small 

Asain & Latin men. 

Erotic nude massage 

til 931-3263 “ 


PEOPLE 


Spank You, Son: (510) 654-1122 


Good Head for a matinee*285-8390 


MR SF LEATHER CONTEST 
SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH 

AT THE RUSSIAN CENTER 

E15 

MY FIRST TIME EVER IN SF 

Hot Canadian bottom GWM 42 visit¬ 
ing SF Mar. 1 to 10 looking to get my 
hole plowed by huge thick hung 10"+ 
Black,Hispanic or White tops. Write 
with description to: A.P., 201-1080 
Barclay St. ( Vancouver, BC V6E 1G7 
or ph 604-669-0082. Leave message 

SWGF50 Strwbry blDE, bl eyes, 
med bid, looking for a relationship 
w/female aware of 11:11 growth. 

Must like drives and have a life to 
share. I live on the Russian River and 
love to travel. (707) 869-9762 

V 7 FOR 


FOOL PROOF LOVE 

1-900-443-5780, X-4538 
18+/$2.99 MIN. SERV-U (619) 
645-8434. Never be lonely again! 


SEEK ESCORT FOR REG. 

Weekly meetings to live out bootlick-ing 
fantasy. Description, fin. req. to PO Box 
26631,SF 94126 or tel. 339-8184 


Early morning/daytime deep throat 
Service for well-endowed men given 
By a 60 year old dedicated phallic 
Worshiper! Get the sensual relief you 
Need! Ben: 771-2154 for service. 


Hndsm hung guy 42 seeks hndsm hung 
built exhibitionists. Ralph 922-3924 

_ _EOfe 

Thikmanmeat 4 hot,lean jok! Show yr tite 
boy-pussy! 24hrs.*510-54&0842*Now! 


CONGRATS TO MIKE SIEMER OF 
KANSAS CITY ON WINNING THE 
MR. MID-ATLANTIC LEATHER 
TITLE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. Eot 
BJ SUCKS ASIAN COCK 
Musc,gdlkg GWM 2 service young stud. 
Homy eves? Now? Pager 415-560-2690 o/ 

Help plan outing of closet racists on 
Human Rights Commission. Homo¬ 
sexuals for Civil Rights. 431-1746. 
209 supporters only. No Liberals! 

PATERNAL 

If you empathize with a person who 
wants a father-son like relationship 
with a young and slender GWM call 
this GWM 6', 173,74, Hank (415) 
334-3737 Voice Mail;Pgr 207-4029 


Take my ThikRod now: 4lean, tite boy! 
Dadik fills you 14 )! 24 Hrs*510-54^0842 


R.River Raunch! Sex Party toy avail¬ 
able for 1, 2 or ? for your sexual 
pleasure, romantic,nasty,leather, 
slings,bond.,shaving,WS,rim. Direct 
tel or write w/photo to: PO Box 2756 
Guerneville, CA 95446 


Massage, video & BJ for in-shape 18- 
25 Latin/Asian! 605-2722 987-3229! 

___EOfe 

ROOFER DUDE 

Blow jobs given by blue collar guy in 
South Bay.Have shaved head, tats; 
wear Derby jacket,steel toe boots, 
Bens & beanies. Like cholo dudes, 
street punks. Will eat cum at job 
sites,outdoors,in trucks. Use my mo- 
tormouth. Serious only. Pager: 
415-520-3541. MtView to SJose. 

__EOfe 

WATER SPORTS PARTIES 

In large SOMA playspace. 80 men! 
This Saturday 1/25. Call 985-7085 
Parties on 4th Saturday every month 


THE GOLDEN DILDEAUX 
AWARDS COMING IN APR 

YOU could be one of the nominees! 

HIV+ DATE LINE 

1-900-656-5050 

Ext. 5893, $2.99/Min. 18+ 


Bare Assed Spanking 
Experienced, Safe: 647-0984 ^ 

VIDEOGRAPHERS 
R U an independent creative artist with 
quality gay video looking 4 national 
distr? Page Norm (415) 202-6486 


MR. SAN FRANCISCO 
LEATHER CONTEST 1997 

Saturday, April 19 1997 at the 
Russian Center 


JUICY GAY JUSTICE 
HTTP:// 

members.aol.conVWinTcktAmVindex.htm 


Need a J/0 Buddy? 

Join the biggest jackoff club in Calif. 
For in-person or fone action, write 
for info: B.B., PO Box 194, L.A.,CA 
90078. "Best Buddies" for men who 
share their masculinity. 

Husky horny GWM 6'1" 250 Lbs, 45" 
waist gdlkg 50s ISO recreation-al sex in 
PM. Very oral vers. Will ex-periment 
WS any age, size, race, 3-way OK. 

Write PO Box 31754, SF 94131. Let's 
get naked ASAP & see what comes up! 

_E07 

Well bit WM,5'11", hung big,hairy 
wants same • 776-7472 




BODY 

ECSTASY 

Taoist Erotic 
Massage 
Sensnal-Sacred • 
Supportive 

252-7100 

Discount 
Castro 


Jack Walder CMT 


Feel 
Greet! 

Relax with an expert Swedish Esalen Massage 

John, CMT 




MR. SF 

LEATHER 1997 
APRIL 19TH 

_ E10 

Butt bottoms wanted, experienced in 
plugs, toys and hands. 752-0971 

_ E24 

Need items for AIDS charity, books, 
clothes, etc. Tax deductible 861-8661 

_EOfe 

Penis reading by Hermann. $25/in. 

MY PSYCHIC TOUCH 

Reveals inner truth. 648-0604. 


SEX-TRA 

Now it's easy to be hard!!! 
Multivitamin with sex herb and an¬ 
tioxidant immune boosters C,E, and 
Beta Carotene. Promotes endurance, 
energy & overall well-being. 60 CT, 
BTL $17.95. 2 for $27.95. Free 
S&H. Visa, MC, Amex call 1-800- 
231-0209. DDL 1328 River Rd. Ste 
307, Lakewood, NJ 08701 

_ElO 

Crotch & Ass shave or trim $10-$20 
Call Randy 626-1168 in the Castro 

_EOfe 

Dad dominates TT+spank 665-4825 

EOfe 
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PEOPLE 


LEATHER POLISHING 


••While You Wear Em” 

" "ly a handsome man 

• Chaps 

• Vests 

• Jackets 
•Jocks 



415-648-0254 

(or call back 9am-10pm 



classifiedline 
ad at 

415.861.8144 


ad must be accompanied by 
visa/mc # dxp. date 
. -, auth - signature 


deadline is monday @ nooi 


Ail 



415 . 929.5355 


LIVE!!! NO GIMMICKS | 



BAY AREA 
MEN 


■ Live Talk 

■ Meet Ads 

■ Voice Mail 

24 Hours 
$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415) 

981-8123 



Want it? 
Get it! 

Meet hot local men by phone! 

Record ads 

Listen to ads llVflplff 
Respond to ads» mmmmtmt 

(4(5) 452-3700 

8+ Restrictions apply Opt features S199/S249 per min. 888-604-4287 


code 

4222 




record. 


THE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONNECTION® 


trrAWiv.vimti Just $l.98/$2.49 per minute for certain optional features. Internet: http://WWW.movo.com 


ADULTS ONLY! The Confidential Connection* does not prescreen callers and takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598 



Internet: http^//www!movo.com 


linute for certain 




f BayArea^eporter ) 




GUV GHLJMV! 


Call mo For B 
One-on-One 
Out of This World 
Experienced 
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people 


GAY ORGY 

Listen or Join in 
1 - 900 - 745-2387 

$2/Min. • 18+ 


IP®#! 

Lj| 

Jl 

If 88 ^ I l 88 ^ 

4^ 

CVJ 

CD 

3.5355 

LIVE!!! NO GIMMICKS 


( 408 ) 

SAN JOSE GUYS ARE HOT!! 

Record, Uriea A Respond to Adf FREE!! 
11+ try it free we cede 4145 

(408) 532-3000 



Record, Listen & Respond 
to Ads FREE 18+ Use free code 7004 


(707) 522-5002 


Record & Listen to ads FREE! 

510 - 814-6688 

18+, code: 5185 


Man To Man 


Record, Listen, Respond to Ads Free! 

(415) 247-2000 (408) 532-3003 

18+ use free code 4140 








SUttWIR 

2nd Wednesday Each Month 

5i§-rx«s 




MALE PARTY LINE 

1 - 268 - 404-7418 

18+ Only Int’l LD TOLL 


Finally... 

A Gay & Lesbian Comedy 
Traffic School includes 4 
tickets to Punchline Comedy 
Club serving our community 
statewide locations for 10 
years 1(800) GAY-4-YOU 


$1.98 Per Minute (18+Only) • 1-900-468-5847 
The Connecter, Inc. 584 Castro #540, SF, CA 94114 • Photo By Jim Wigler 


More For 
Less! 

• 

24 Hour 
Customer 
Service 

• 

One-On-One 

Uncensored 

Connections 

• 

Orgy Rooms 

• 

100 Per 
Minute 
Or Less 

• 

Voice Mail 

Private 

• 

Bulletin Board 

Instantly Updated 

wKai RB 

Checks By Phone 


(415) 281-3136 

24hrs. every day -100 a Minute 


$2.00 FOR24H 


• ONE ON ONE 

• BULLETIN BOARD 

• VOICE MAIL BOXES 

• MASSEUR ADS 

• 50 INCOMING LINES 


ONLY $2.00 PER CALL (GOOD FOR 24 HOURS OF CALLING] 


E 

© Copyright 1991 DCP ADVERTISING INC. 

16032 Sherman Way, Suite 365, Van Nuys, CA 91406-4079 

Adults Only. Must be 18 or older. Prices subject to change without notice. 


RECORD A 

FREE 

MESSAGE 
ANYTIME! 
(415) 403-7 


7422 


ASIAN LIAISONS! 


HOOK UP WITH 
ASIAN MEN AND 
THEIR ADMIRERS 

an the 

Confidential Connection* 
FREE to Record. Listen 
& Respond to Ads! 

18+ use free code <*□□□ 

(415) 247-2DOD 


(209) & (916) 


Stockton/Modesto 
& Sacramento 

Meet Net A Moray Ural Gey*! 
Record, Uriee A Xecpoed to Ad* Free!! 
1«+ ete tree code 2090 

( 209 ) 473-5959 
( 916 ) 489-2300 


BOYf-2-fflEH 

the meet successful all male escort 
service in the Bay Area is seeking 
quality people to provide services to 
a regular, established clientele, we 
offer a professional supportive work 
environment with attractive compen¬ 
sation. Positions available in the SF 
Bay Area. Los Angeles and other lo¬ 
cations. Call 800-666-6933 
http://www.boys2men.com 
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STEVE 


HOT TOIJCtH TOI* 


» athletic ! 

BOTTOM | 


| H PT BUY 
TOP OR 
PAGER • 487.6270 


HOTELS • HOMES 


Scott 415 790-0902 In/Out 


* STRICTLY TOP* 

Cleancut • Sexy Quality 
Hung Long & XXX Thick • 24 Hours 

OPEN TO ALL FANTASIES 

JAMES 415*80 1 *SEXX $90 


VicteD 

We're looking for 
hot, defined, 
leather, uniform, 
trashy men. 
Good pay ! 
673-1284 
431-3495 


S/M SENSUALITY 

-long, & slow-my specialty. 
6’2”, 185, strong, gymtoned 
master into all aspects & 
degrees of leatherplay. 
S/M, B&D, FF, WS, raunch. 
Lord 431-0959 


Better than Prozac! 715-6410 Brad 
Firm & Sensual - Great Touch! Etc. 

__EOfe 

25 Yr. old Cigar Smoking, Master 

SKINHEAD SADIST 

For Bottom Pain-Pigs. Boot Worship, 
Bondage, verbal abuse, most scenes 
Out only Eric Pgr 719-4948 $100 

SLAVE WILL SUBMIT 
Handsome, lyiasculine, 

Well-Built, B&D, Kink, Fantasy, 
Role-Playing, All Scenes OK 
In/Out David 527-8124 

__EOfe 

Distinguish Age 42 
Handsome, Hung Eight and Thick 
$70 Dave 922-3924 

__E05 

COMING TO AMSTERDAM? 

To meet the hottest boys in town call 
People Male Escort 0206629990 

WWW.PEOPLEMALE.COM 

__E08 

STALLION 

BPR # 807-5690 

_ EOfe 

Slender Smart Sexy Fun 

BLOND BOY TOY 

No-hassle, good times. Energetic and 
Affectionate Sebastion 440-3983 

E06 

WRESTLING & S&M 

From light, sensually, harmonious Activ¬ 
ity to heavy frollicking Young, Hot, 
Muscular Lark 5'10" $150/215-5112 

_E07 

KISSABLE SEXY 

Cute, Cuddle Boy, Smooth 
Body, Great Butt, Nice Toy 
You'll Enjoy Troy Pr 679-1058 

MUSCLE TOP 

Hot Bodybuilder, 6'2", 200 lb, 28 yo 
Well Hung, 17"A, 46"C, 32"W Very 
Goodlooking (408) 788-7508 Christian 

LOU CASS 

TUFFGUYFILMLEGEND 

BiggerBadderBuffer than ever 100% 
Real man, Unique Tats & Attitude Pre¬ 
pare 2 pay 4 the best*Serious only VM 
(510) 806-8026 In/Out Bay Area 

KINKY BOYTOY 

Sexy, Smooth Boy loves to 
Please Tight Athletic Body 
57", 135 lbs, 24 yr ph 558-9351 

' EOfe 

UNBURDEN YOUR LOAD! 

Sexy swimmer Studboy knows all the 
Strokes • Dean: 20, 6', 165#, 8"+ + 
Br/bl. Based in SF Pgr (510) 539-0777 8 

BIG FUCKIN BEAR 

Muscle Stud will drive you to Heaven Hung 
Hot 6'1", 240# Pgr (415) 837-9266 


HUNG MUSCLE BOY 

25yo x-gdlkg w/a fat 9 1/2" tool Smth 
Well defined body Call 280-2736 

Hot! Affectionate... 

CLUB BOY, 22 

Blond/blue, smart, versatile 

Eric • Out only (415) 790-1172 pcj ofc 

Football uniform fantasy. Tall, lean, QB 
type. J/0 show-off $40/60 552-7224 ^ 

HIRED MAN 

Handsome Hung Versatile 

Tall, Hairy, Blonde/Blue 

Luke • 24 Hrs • Page: 605-4013 

EOfe 

23 YR OLD BLK STUD 

Masculine Slim Built with Handsome 
Boyish looks friendly, clean and 
Discreet. First class, hung top. 

HONEST ADVERTISEMENT 

Out only $70 

CEDRIC (510) 639-6576 PGR-VM 

_ E08 

Pecs & Nipple Work -Touch of Ecstacy 
Kory 773-9130 knows what he's doing! 

. _;_EOfe 

HOT COLLEGE BOY 

BLOND, SEXY, VERSATILE 

23, nice, slender physique, hung Dave 
668-9053/376-3300 Pgr In & Out 

Top stud-Dntn/Un. Sq 60 Day 75/100 Nite 

560-7081 IN/OUT 10-2AM 

Most all, who have called, come again 

NO BULL JUST A 10” TOOL 

EOfe 

Just Into Fun... 

24 Y/0 MAN BOY 

Tall, Lanky, Muscular, Furry, Hung 
Gary 764-6326 

7 _EOfe 

Way Cute 21yo Top 61", 150#, 8" Cut 

HOT MANNISH BOY 

Blond/Blue Smooth Fresh pg 245-4325 fe 

Very Cute Blond Smooth Friendly Boy 

HUGE 9.5”! SKATE PUNK 

Hung & thick 24yo*4U! Daniel 908-6758^ 

HOT FRAT BOY 

25, 5'9", 160#, Br/BI, 10X6 
Hard, Smooth, Cute, Hot. 

BRETT, PGR: 739-9854 

_1_ EOfe 

Passionate Top For Evening and Night 
Out Only (510) 30^5477 pgr SF area 

___E07 

Give it*Takes it* See for Yourself 

STUDENT 

Specializes in Male Pleasure 
Gary 764-6326 Be There! 

DOUBLE PLEASURE 
VIETANAMESE 

19 yr old goodlooking Lon 788-0380 


MOHAWK 

23yo slender build • Tough but Sweet 
MARK • 626-9306 

_EOfe 

LEATHER MASTER 

Give it up to the Silver Fox. 
Experienced masculine Marine image 
Fully-equipped Russian River loc. 

Safe & Sane (707) 869-9690 

V ' E08 

FINGER LICKIN’ GOOD 

Delicious Black 9 1/2X6 1/2 
Ramo 255-7116 H 270-1598 Pager 

_E07 

• * Hot Hawaiian-Jap Pornstar Out-Only 
2 Rockhard globes of Butt! Hungry* 

• Hole* Hot, Sexy 28, 24HR 328-5304 

_E09 

Italian Stud, Black hair, Brn eyes, 

6ft, Swimmer's build, defined chest & 
legs, Bedroom eyes, Beautiful ass, 8" 
uncut. Outcalls Pref/Hotels 
Gino, 22 Model looks Hourly/All night 
Don't you want it now! 436-0402 VM 

_EOfe 

SAN JOSE 

Muscle Bottom from So. America. 
Masculine, Sweet, Smooth, Sexy, Hot 

(408) 421-7163 toi 

BEAR BELLY 

40,510", 250 lbs, hairy, tattoos, muse, 
thick, cut 8" Rick 487-5497 $80 Out EQfe 

HANDSOME BOY 

19 yo Latino 5'10", 145lbs, black 
Hair, brown eyes, 7" uncut, olive 
Complexion, smooth, clean cut with a 
Nice boyish look pg 679-8843 Out only 


Adam 38, 6'4", 195#, bld/blu, hairy 
Handsome, clean-cut, hung, versatile 
Top 24 Hours page 207-8089 EQfc 

LUCKY NUMBER 10 

Get Lucky This New Year 
Tall, Handsome, Athletic Stud 
Pgr 207-5315 

(916) 819-0447 Hot Sacramento To^ 
Get Passion 

Sensual Massage By Tall Blond Texan 
6'6", 195#, nice bod, beard 60/In 80/0ut 
Attractive Attentive Affectionate 

WAYNE *252-7443 

__EOfe 

GREEK GOD 

6', 150 lbs. Thick jet-black hair. 

Long eyelashes, defined lean toned 
chest, beautiful sexy, yummy ass, 
twin mounds of pleasure! Affection¬ 
ate, passionate exclusive, classy 
model looks serious, generous, dis¬ 
criminating clients. Hourly and 
overnight rates. Hotels. SF Based 
Nick 731-4168 


THE POWERFUL MASTER in Town 
HOT, HAIRY, DOMINANT 

Experienced, Most Scenes 

Fully Stocked Private Playroom 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


Dominant Leatherman, 
SM,BD, WS, CBT, FETISH, 
ALL FANTASIES. 38YO, 

6'I 1 , 210#, Brown Hair, 
Blue Eyes, flat top, 

MUSTACHE, 7" UNCUT. 
Beginner to Heavy. 
Have Equipment 


|TOP COMFORT 

6’2” in great shape 
smooth dark skin 
9” x 5.5“ out only 


Animal 
You! 

Wild Top Boy 
for Frenzied Fun 

140lbs. 
9" thick 

NOW 
709-8960 


SEXY TEEN BOV 


found 


ITALIAN BODY 

Body Builder, 230 Lbs. 
61”, 50” Ch, 20” A 
25 Years Old 
From Italy 

207-9337 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 



see something 
you like... 





club 


415 . 346.3311 

exclusive male escorts 


#1 BEST 

FANTASIES 

6 FT, 230 LB, CHEST 50” 



415 931-3098 

PGR 224-1746 

24 HOURS 


3 o 


-3>n# }s 

«OC *-3 ° 
O'*' 


; (s o 



Experienced Dominator 

DAGEN 

6ft slim, smooth STUD 

Bondage to Butt Play Top 

Totally Equipped Playspace 

B/D, F/F, T/T, C/B/T, V/A Whip, Spnk. 

Safe Sane Scenes Only 

Hot, Healthy, Handsome 

647-4159 

_EOfe 

BEST NEW THROAT/ASS 

In Town! Versatile, Hot & ready to 
Work you over. 5'9", 150#, & built. 
Buzzcut/brown, hung/handsome. Dis¬ 
creet & Safe. Page (415) 449-8007 

__E07 

Hot Masculine Top Long Lasting Fun! 

THE 9X7 CLUB!!! 

Tony (415) 431-MALE $90 24 hrs. liVOut 

_EOfe 

Naked Runner $40 50yo (415) 347-2468 

_ EOfe 

BROTHERS 25 & 27 

Masculine, white, athletic, hung Bone 
each other for your enjoyment. The 
Real Deal 

Jason/David 267-5906 

EOfe 

Dominant/Hot/M arine/Skinhead/Fantasies 

USMC DRESSBLUES 

32yo, S'll", bl/blue, Flat-topped 
Stud Outrageous Playroom! Deviant 
Brain •••Hot! Karl 621-5016 

_EOfe 

EROTIC 

21 yr old boy, swimmer's build Chis¬ 
eled face, olive complexion, 6ft, De¬ 
fined chest & legs, 8" thick uncut 
Beautiful yummy ass! 150 lbs. Black 
hair, brn eyes, Outcalls/Hotels Rex 
731-4168 Serious, generous callers 
only. Hourly/All night. 


SEXY GUY 

Hung 9” and the Hottest 



7754771 


24 Hrs 


HANDSOME PRINCE 


Daring 22 yo offers fantasies, 
massage, will travel. 24 hrs. Al¬ 
ways friendly & sincere. Bud¬ 
dhist with a radical edge! In/Out 
24 hr Nathan 487-7662 



245-121 1 PGR 



BB Bottom In/Marin, Out/Bay 
Area. Ted • (415) 459-3488 

_ V _EOT 

Clean-cut Grad Student, 

5'10", 155, Brown/Blue, 

Smooth, Lean, Muscular Body 
Very Cute, Very Versatile. 

Call Jason 24 hrs 541-5002 

EOfe 

HOT BLOODED BUDDY 

Hot Dominate top, sexy, extra thick! 
Rock hard-throbbing man. avil 4 fun. 
Craig $85 (415) 431-6253 Call 24hrs 

_EOfe 

PARTY GUY “9” 

Call: 775-4771 • 24 Hours 

_EOfe 

MIKE, 30,5'10" 200#,Bld/Blu 
Clean-cut Muscle Hunk 
ln/0ut-$100(415) 863-8932 

Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 • JIM 267-1817 

Private J/0 Strip Show 
Rates adjust to time 
10-15 minutes $20 (in only) 

20-25 Min $30 In, $50/0ut 
30 Min. & Up: $40/ln, $60 Out 
Tall,Lean,Hung MATT 552-7224 

Masculine Dad 

Very Handsome, Hairy, Hung 
Day/Nite • Chad • Pgr 313-6336 eo6 

SUPER-THICK 
UNCUT TOP 

Masculine Latin, Clean-cut, Athletic 
Built Goodlooking-Satisfying 24 hrs 
Joe (415) 861-7399*In/Out $85/$90 

EOfe 

CUTE 22 YR OLD 

57", 140, lean, smooth, clean cut 
Brn/Brn call Chad 241-9381 


f MITCH 1 

' i i 


29“ waist, 140 lbs., 6'1", 8" 
Lean,Swimmer's Build 
$150-Page: 415.202.1130 



•College at;| 
•Hot top/bofflH 


•10 uncut inches^ 
•511 ’-175lbs “ 




THICK 

NCHES 

HARD FOR 
HOT MEN 
Call Cole 
$$0-7340 

6 * 2 " 

m ibs. 


HOT PUNK BOY 

Shaved head, tall, tattoed, 21yo. 

Safe, sweet & lots of fun. 
in/80 • 100/out • 474-6786 

_____EOfe 

Alex & Skip In/Out Older welcum $100 

2’S THE WAY 

24 Hrs Safe Sane Scenes Call 346-2407 

_EOfe 

BUTTPLAY 

Handsome Masculine Top. 

Young Athletic Type. 

All Levels of Experience. 

Sensual Fingers to Fists. 

Page: Jim (415) 709-8984 

Try One or Two One $60 Two $100 

3’S COMPANY 

24Hrs Dexcrt Top bot Toys 923-9191 

_EOfe 

STRONG HANDS 
BEAUTIFUL BODY 

6'2", 170, 24, 9x6 uncut 

Tony Out Pgr 280-4020 eq(> 

T.J. Carpenter 207-6613 Eofe 

TOUGH LEATHER GUY 

Knows what ya need. 

Call now, boy! 

Brett 415 626-4319 
www.bentbar.com 

__EOfe 

2 CUTE GUYS, BOTH 23 

Both well hung, short hair, clncut 
1 bl/bl, 5'10", nice and thick 
1 br/br, 6'1", beautiful ass 280-7851 

EOfe 

Kicks Back for Service • 24 Hours 

10” X 6” UNCUT 

Big Fat Tool 487-956fe pgr 678-1005 
Foot Fetish • Bpr 834-8170 
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| BayAreaReporter 

1 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM 

1 

! DEADLINE 

NOON on MONDA 

ment must accompe 
, ads taken over the 

telephone. If you ha 
question, call 41 5 A 
Display advertising 
available upon requ 

RATES 

| First line, Regular 

| All subsequent lines 

| CAPS dc 

1 BOLD dc 

X-BOLD t 

Indicate 

Type Style 

Here Y 

1 1 1 L 1 1 

X-Bold Stops Here T 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

f Bold Stops Here ^ 

II II 

f Caps Stop Here T 

1 1 1 1 

f Regular Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

r 

t/ tw, 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

INI 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

iny ad. No 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 II 


II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

j** rA10 i i i i i i i i i i i l M l 

II 1 1 

II 1 1 

M 1 II II II 

J61,5019. 

rates I I I I l l l I l l l l l l l 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 


est. 

i . ill i 

II 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

i i i i i i i i. i i i i i i i 

1 1 1 1 

Ml 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

i i i M i i i i i i ll l l 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

>uble price 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

rlpleprice 1 Mi-i III. 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

. 

1 PAYMENT 

| □ Cash 

1 □ Personal Check 

1 □ Money Order 

] □ Visa 

| □ MasterCard 

1 Minimum $10 charge 
| on Visa and MasterCard. 

L__ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

DELIVER OR 
MAIL WITH 
PAYMFNTTn- 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, 

CA 94103 

_ 1 

Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 












































































































































HardCore & SexConnect have merged to form ONE MEGA SERVICE 


This service features 

MASTERVU INSTANT 

LISTINGS MESSAGING 

Photo exchange replies to your 

nore blind dates listings instantly 
(www.mastervu.com} sent to your home 


THE 

■BACK ROOM 

pjp to 25 men 
cruising & 
connecting live 


$2.4D for 24 hours of Hardcore I 
plus 30 minutes FREE on Hardcore II 

FREE 

Hardcore & SexConnect List 
call 415-390-2600 
* use pin #93601 


FREE 

Escort & MasterVu Listings 
call 415-390-1616 
k use pin #95601 


FREE 

thru 3/31/97 
photo scanning 
call for details 
000-421-FIND 


ADULTS ONLY! Customer Sen/ice 212-6BB-4934 Bay owned/Charter Communications 





